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CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, Chairnan.
BY MR ACKEN

Q We're going to start off this norning by

answering a question, | believe it was raised by Menber
Little, requesting a one-line diagram So we have a few
addi tional exhibits. So I'll go through those while that

gets put on the screen.

So Hearing Exhibit 18 is the one-line diagram
that was requested that shows potential configuration for
the gen-tie portion of the project fromthe thermal plant

substation to the solar and BESS substation and then

onwar d.

19 is a series of photos and KMZ excerpts to
show addi tional context for the area that Menber Hi Il had
request ed.

And then 20, Hearing Exhibit 20 is a chart that
shows a conparison of the air quality options, the
envi ronnental effects of each that Menber Fontes had
request ed.

So we' Il go through each in turn, not
necessarily right now, but we are going to start with
Exhi bit 18, which is now shown on the screen.
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And M. Ellis, if you would, please describe for
the commttee what Exhibit 18 depicts.

A (M. EIlis) Thank you, M. Acken.

So it's arelatively straightforward single-Iline
di agram that depicts right now -- so this is a conceptual
single-line. There obviously could be changes between
now and the final build.

But this reflects what is the plan and what is
what we think the nost likely scenario in terns of how
this gets built out.

On the far left what you see is the
300 negawatts of PV and storage. W tal ked yesterday
about the ability to add an increnental hundred negawatts
of natural gas to that first circuit.

And that's what you see. You see two primary
bl ocks on the left and the right and then the gas
facilities are with --

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: [|'msorry, but if you could
i ndul ge nme, ny conputer updated and |I'm having a hard
time pulling the exhibit fromout of the conplicated way
that we get these from Tod, so that | can expand it a
little and follow al ong with what you' re doing.

So |'"'mwondering if maybe we coul d do
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sonething else first and then do this while | manage to
pull it up and so that | can expand it. On ny screen
what's showing there in the roomis not legible to ne.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So | need to be able to
pull it up.

CHW STAFFORD:. Seeing how the one-line

diagramis primarily for your benefit, Menber Little,

think it would behoove us to wait until you can actually
read it to provide val uable feedback on it.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you very nmuch. |'m

working on it.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. All right. But

it has been e-nmailed to you, so you just have to get it
pul | ed up.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, it has, and |I'm

working on it.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. G eat.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes? Who is speaking?

MEMBER DICICCIO.  This is Sal Diciccio.

MEMBER DI CICCI G Can you please turn you
canera on, Menber Di G ccio?

MEMBER DICICCIO.  Oh, sure. Hold on. I
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got to figure out howto do that. Here we go. Cot it.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER DICICCIO Regarding -- | had a
conplicated -- | figured it out howto do it, but it did
take sonme time. |If we can just get via e-mail rather

than that secure systemthat's set up, that would be so
much easier to be able to downl oad those files. Just as
a thought.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MEMBER DICICCIO It did take ne a little
bit of tinme to figure it out, and | did get the same
docunent that you show on the screen, too. So not only
you see it there, but you also see it on the screen. So
just letting you know. Thank you, M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. | was not aware it
came out through sone other nethod of delivery.

Typically it's e-mailed to Tod in a PDF and then he sends
themto you.

MEMBER DICICCI O Yeah, it's -- it just
takes a little time to get to it. You ve got to put it
in your e-mail and do all this other stuff and it takes
time. Al right. For those of us that are a little
older and a little less technical. Thank you, M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Di G ccio.

Just let us know when you're ready, Menber
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Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, I still can't read
the words but | should be able to read the -- to follow
al ong the one-1line.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So you're ready?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Please proceed,
M. Ellis.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Pl ease start over.

MR, ELLIS: 1'Il be happy to start over.

G ad you were able to get it downl oaded.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you very nuch.

MR. ELLIS: You bet.

So there are two najor circuits. W have,
we' re planning a double-circuit project on the |eft-hand
side. The two circuits you see going into the point of
i nterconnection, which is Harcuvar substation, upper
| eft-hand corner, and out of that |eft-hand corner drops
down two circuits.

One runs strai ght down and one dogl egs off
to the right. The one that runs straight down will serve
the PV and storage project that we spoke about yesterday
which is 300 negawatts of solar and storage for which we
have a signed contract signed contract with SRP

And then the LA A for that circuit is 400
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nmegawatts in size. And so you see the 300-nmegawatt is
the main block, and then there's another smaller bl ock
representing the increnmental 100 negawatts of gas
generation that can tie into that conductor and fl ow
through that LA A So that represents the | eft-hand side
of the single-line diagram

Of to the right are the additional gas
turbine units. So we have the gas turbine units that can
fill out the additional 600 negawatts of capacity.

So if we take the hundred that is shown in
the left block and we add it to the 600 in the right
bl ock, that gives us the total 700 for which we're
seeki ng your approval here in this hearing.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you. And
thank you very nmuch for providing this. It's very
hel pful to ne.

So there is no way -- the way the one-line
diagramis shown here, there's no way to charge the BESS
using -- oh, | guess there is.

What you have | abel ed as phase 2 Eagl e Eye
gas plant on the right-hand side in the little bubbly
thing is totally separate fromthe solar and the BESS.
So the BESS cannot be charged fromthose generators; is
that correct?

MR ELLIS: Cenerally, yes.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Wy general ly?

MR. ELLIS: Sorry?

MEMBER LI TTLE: You said "generally."

MR, ELLIS: You know, it's probably the
engineer in nme and | know el ectrons flow. | nean,
there's physics and then there's contracting.

Let me maybe address your question, because
I think I know where you're going (indicating) this way,
whi ch is when we sign power contracts with utilities,
those contracts and the resources that are di spatched
under those contracts are typically held separate.

The increnental -- so the 600 negawatts of
generation you see off to the right, we don't know who
that offtaker would be. It could be any nunber of
utilities and it probably will be a different utility.
That's typically how it works.

And so the utilities don't coordinate,
right, they coordinate within their own house, and that
woul d be | would say the primary reason why we can be
confident that the battery isn't going to be intermngled
with the gas generation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Right. But there is --
will be the ability under the LG A with SRP to backfeed
into the BESS? To charge it fromthe grid?

MR. ELLIS: That's correct, Menber Little.
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The power contract that we've signed wth SRP does give
the ability for the grid to backfeed the batteries.

| think it's highly unlikely that that wll
ever happen, because solar energy is free. And once you
have the solar energy there right next to the batteries,
there's all kinds of efficiency -- when you go through
the transfornmers and there are multiple transfornmers you
have to go through, it just makes it a | ot nore expensive
to charge it fromthe grid.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Sure. | understand that.

MR. ELLIS: It's always the -- utilities
al ways put it in their power contracts, but we
operationally never see it happening. |f you have a
conbi ned -- go ahead.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M experience is that
that's not the case. Sonetinmes we have been told that
sonmetines the LG A specifies that it will not backfeed
just because of the | oad on the |ine.

MR ELLIS: My | address that?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, go ahead.

MR. ELLIS: Yeah, you're absolutely right.
Is there are -- in order to be able to backfeed fromthe
grid, you have to have studi ed the technol ogy for that
si tuation.

And so sonetines when you' re going through
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the study process, the project's only being studied as an
exporter and not as an inporter. And you're right that
in those cases if you haven't been studied and cl eared by
the connecting utility to charge fromthe grid, then they
don't want you to do that because you can hurt things in
the grid, right, the power --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Exactly.

MR. ELLIS: Power can flow. And so what |
was -- and so | think your point stands. And what | was
addressi ng was that when we have that capability as we do
here, because that's how this project was studied, that
even when it can be backfed, we just don't see that
happen operationally hardly ever. So the utility always
wants that flexibility, but it just -- there are not many
cases where it's ever really used for the reasons |
st at ed.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Right. Okay. That nekes
perfect sense, and | appreciate that's a good cl ear
expl anation of it.

Qperationally if the systemis running the
way it's shown on the one-line diagram w Il the solar
panel s charge the BESS first before power goes into the
grid?

MR, ELLIS: Yeah, again, because the sol ar
is free and cheap, that would be ny expectation is that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il  08/04/2026

yeah, and the way -- and there are -- the way the
transformers are laid out and the electrical efficiencies
is, the solar would typically be feeding the battery,
yes. And let nme just --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

MR ELLIS: =-- if | mght also just clarify
while there are certainly -- it's technically possible to
feed a battery fromthe gas, | just can't ever see that

happening in reality.

And here's why. If you were to feed
thermal generate -- think about what a thermal generator
Is. A thermal generator is the ability to deliver power
whenever you want it. And if you were to feed the
feeder, the thermal generator into the battery, it would
result in an inefficiency. Right?

The battery has a 92 percent round trip
efficiency and it just, in ny mnd, wouldn't make a | ot
of practical sense to feed the thermal into the battery
and then stop the thermal unit fromrunning and then
di spatch the battery, because the thermal unit -- the
battery will -- it's just inefficient. You're burning
nore natural gas to do it that way.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Unless the battery, and
this is just a hypothetical, if the battery system were
not fully charged when the sun goes down, and you wanted
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to charge the BESS because the battery -- the power from
the battery is nore -- can be used nore i mMmedi ately than
the thermal generation.

So, for exanple, with the -- which | eads ne
to my next question, if that hundred nmegawatts that may
be possibly interconnected into the circuit that were
phase 1, | guess, that could be used to charge the
batteries if they were not fully charged and the system
operator said, you know, we really would Iike to have
these batteries sitting here, capacitors if you will, to
be available imediately if we need it.

MR ELLIS: So what you're describing is
technically possible.

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Ckay.

MR. ELLIS: Let ne just validate the way
you' re saying, the way this is laid out is, you know,
that could be done.

| don't think there are a | ot of situations
in the real world where that happens, but | think, but
that's not the point you' re making. Your point | believe
you' re making is it could be done that way and | woul d
agree with you, yeah.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But nost |ikely the
batteries will be fully charged fromthe solar system
wll sit there, fully charged, the rest of the power from
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the solar systemw ||l go into the grid for the rest of
the day, so nost likely the batteries would be fully
charged when the sun goes down.

MR. ELLIS: Absolutely. And here's why |
think we can be confident in what you' re saying. Right
now in the sumertine, the tinme when power is the
cheapest is the nornings today; right?

So there's abundant solar on the system
that's when the tenperatures are | owest, and because
there's such abundant power comi ng off the solar and the
tenperatures are | owest, that's when you want to charge

the battery with the free avail abl e solar energy running

the site.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Right.

MR. ELLIS: So you want to take advantage
of those market conditions, fill up the battery then and

then reserve that battery for dispatch later in the day
and then you would run the battery and the thernal
generati on probably together when the sun was down. That
is nost likely how it woul d happen.

VMEMBER LI TTLE: That nmkes sense. | do

everything | can during the day when the sun is out using

nmy sol ar.
MR ELLIS: Right.
MEMBER LI TTLE: It's a |ot cheaper. And
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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the batteries are dispatchable; right?

MR, ELLIS: Correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, this is very, very
hel pful and | appreciate it imensely. And thank you for
answering all ny questions.

MR ELLIS: Qur pleasure.

CHW STAFFORD: | have a few questions of
my own. So you're saying that the gas plant is on the
| eft-hand side and then you have the sol ar and BESS on
the right-hand side?

MR. ELLIS: No, Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: It's the other way around.

MR ELLIS: Yeah, so the PV storage -- and
the text is alittle difficult to read. |f you have the
PDF you can zoom i n.

But you see for the left-hand side we have
essentially three blocks, right, distinct blocks. But
in, wwthin the clouded bubble on the |left-hand side is
t he hundred negawatts -- thank you, that's -- what's
goi ng on here? Wy is that thing not working? Aml
doi ng sonet hi ng w ong?

You do have the magic touch. Al right.
There we go.

So you can see here these | abels here is
where -- so what I'mcircling here on the left, this here
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Is the PV storage, the 300 negawatts of PV storage. This
bubbl e here is increnental hundred negawatts of gas
generation that we could fit on that.

By the way, we could obviously put another
hundred negawatts of PV storage over here, too. But
currently the plan right now the way we think the market
evol ves would be for that to be gas.

And then over here on the far right would
be the additional 600 nmegawatts of gas-fired generation
on its own, on its own circuit.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So, but you're
not showi ng the solar on here at all, all you're show ng
Is the storage; correct?

MR. ELLIS: No, that is the conbined PV and
BESS canopy. If you just again zoomin that text, the
capacity in the left is the solar and the storage.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. There it is. | see
it. It's pretty --

MEMBER HILL: [It's hard to see.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So the way this
is set up, so it's 300 negawatts of storage; correct?

And you have 300 negawatts of solar that will feed that,
that will charge the battery; right?

MR ELLIS: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Gkay. So when you
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di scharge the 300 negawatts of storage, dependi ng what
time of day, couldn't you also send 100 negawatts of the
solar through that as well for a total of 400 negawatts,
300 fromthe battery, 100 fromthe sol ar panels

t henmsel ves?

MR ELLIS: | would say no, because our
power contract, that woul d exceed the power contract.

What you're describing under --

CHW STAFFORD: |'m tal ki ng about
physi cal | y.

MR. ELLIS: VWhat you're describing in the
LG A and physically is possible. R ght. So you could
send 300 negawatts of solar and 100 negawatts of battery
down that electrical conduit, because it's been designed
for 400.

W won't do that because our -- that would
violate the power contract that we have with Salt River.
They can't actually call those resources under that power
contract in that configuration. Does that nake sense,
what |' m sayi ng?

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Right. So I'mjust
sayi ng, because there's two things. There's the
i nterconnecti on agreenent with WAPA; correct?

MR ELLIS: Right.

CHW STAFFORD: And then there's the power
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contract with SRP

MR. ELLIS: Yep.

CHWN STAFFORD: And so ny question was
physically is this possible?

MR ELLIS: Yep.

CHW STAFFORD: Under the interconnection
agreenent it is, but it will never happen because it's
not contenpl ated by the power agreenent wth SRP;
correct?

MR, ELLIS: Agreed.

CHWN STAFFORD: (Okay. Under st and.
However, you could send the 100 negawatts of power --
well, that would be subject to a separate agreenment with
SRP to do that; correct? That hasn't happened yet.

MR. ELLIS: Yeah, so we're in discussions
ri ght now about service for an additional hundred --

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MR ELLIS: -- with gas generation. Yeah.
And so that hundred could go the sane tine as the sol ar
and/or -- solar or the battery, yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. But you're not going
to use, but you're not going to send the solar -- well,
| et me ask anot her way.

So | guess how the BESS and the solar is
operated, so the sun cones up, it starts hitting the
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panel s, you start charging the batteries. That's going
to be the typical start to any day; right?

MR. ELLIS: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And so then at what
poi nt of the day would the batteries be fully charged?
Typi cally, assum ng a wonderful 110 sunny degree day.

MR ELLIS: Soit's -- yeah, so -- great
guestion. So that -- the math is relatively
straightforward. W can just wal k through it here.

What |'mgoing to describe is not perfectly
t he case because what you typically do is oversize your
solar field, so that you can feed your battery behind
kind of the primary neter at the sane tine that you're
generati ng.

But to make the math sinple, it's 300
megawatts, it's a four-hour battery, it's 1200 negawatt
hours. So sun cones up, let's say at seven a.m From
seven to eleven or maybe 11: 30, nmaybe even noon, the
battery is being charged fromthe solar. And then from
noon until about seven o'clock at night, maybe 7:30 it's
all solar. And then fromthe 7:30 until 11:30, then the
battery woul d be generating.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So during the time
the battery's charging for this system it's not going to
al so be exporting power to the grid.
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MR ELLIS: Yeah, the battery doesn't --
yeah, correct. It doesn't do two things at one tine.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. All right. So the
solar -- okay. |Is the window, the first w ndow would
charge the battery, and then once the battery is charged
it starts sending the electrons fromthe panels to the
grid. And then when the sun goes down they discharge the
battery energy to the grid.

MR. ELLIS: You have it right.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Now, | guess it's
going to determ ne when -- because SRP |'m assum ng under
the contract they say they want those four hours, they're
going to tell you what specific four hours they want that
power from

MR, ELLIS: Yeah, in our contract they have
full dispatch rights over the battery.

CHW STAFFORD: So it could be --

MR ELLIS: It's whenever they want.

CHW STAFFORD: -- whenever they want.

MR ELLIS: They tell us what to do and we
I npl enment their commands.

CHWN STAFFORD: Now, | ooking at the gas
side, you' ve got, let's see here, so there's 14, |I'm
assum ng these are LM60O0O; right?

THE W TNESS: Yes.
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CHW STAFFORD: kay. And those are, what,
52 nmegawatts each?

MR, ELLIS: | believe that is their rating,
yes.

CHW STAFFORD: So at 50 it puts you at
700; correct?

MR ELLIS: Right.

CHW STAFFORD: Now, didn't you say
sonet hi ng about having three extra ones or spare,
redundant about -- for the LM5000, there would be 14 and
then you'd have two or three, | can't renenber, was it
call ed spare or redundant? |s that correct?

MR, ELLIS: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: And they're not on, they're
not shown on this diagranf

MR. ELLIS: They're not shown on the
di agram

CHW STAFFORD:. kay. |Is that because they
woul dn't be connected to the grid because they're spares?

MR ELLIS: Yeah, we just -- we left them
out. Just, yeah, to avoid confusion for doing the math
that you're tal king about.

MR. ACKEN. And it was the testinony of
M. Crabb that they would not be grid connected.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. So those woul d be
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held in reserve till one of these clunks out, you could
swap the new one in.

MR. ELLIS: Yeah, they would then get
electrically closed in if one was down for repair.

CHW STAFFORD: (Okay. Because ny thought
was, well, if they're hooked up and just not being used,
then that would -- the naneplate capacity would actually
be greater than 700 negawatts if they're able to be -- if
they're connected at all. So, but they're not going to
be. They're going to be not connected. That's what
you' re saying; correct. Just neking sure |I'mcrystal
cl ear on that.

MR. ACKEN:. That's what the testinony is,
that's why we went with 700- negawatt nanepl ate capacity,
because el ectrically that will be the maxi mum connect ed
that we are requesting at any one tine.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And | guess for the
mat h, again, |'massum ng the naneplate on the LM6000 is
50 -- | seemto recall it could be 50 or 52. Is there
going to be -- do we need to be nore fine-tuned because 2
tines 14 is what? 38 -- no, 28.

MR. ACKEN. | think we were confortable
with the 50-negawatt nanepl ate capacity as we devel oped
the application, and M. Ellis can certainly speak to
nore details. It's fuzzy; right? And we tal ked about it
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yesterday as what's operational, not -- that depends on
anbi ent conditions. But the naneplate that we felt
confortable with was 50 negawatts per unit for a maxi mum
of 700 negawatts.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. And then, let's
see, but the air permt contenplates it's for the first
350 negawatts; correct?

MR. ACKEN. Correct.

MR ELLIS: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Now, so that's
how many machi nes?

MR. ELLIS: 350 would be seven units.

CHW STAFFORD: So it's half of them it's
i ke phase 1, then, | guess?

MR, ELLIS: Eight.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ei ght.

MR. ACKEN. | think M. Crabb presented
this testinony yesterday, working fromnenory. | think
it was eight units. Again, |I'mnot sure because ADEQ may

not be | ooking at nanepl ate capacity, just as La Paz
County wasn't |ooking at naneplate capacity. So we're
conpari ng appl es and oranges.

And so ny understanding, | think the

testinony, | see himnodding in the back, is that there
were eight units -- | think he'll confirmthat for us --
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ei ght of those 50-negawatt units to get to a 350 for air
quality permtting purposes, which doesn't necessarily
mat ch nanepl at e.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. Because | recall
t hat di scussion yesterday, because this committee, the
statute says naneplate. But the air permt, they're
| ooki ng at operating capacity.

MR. ACKEN. Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: And so is the county, so
that's why, that's the discrepancy between the 600 and
700 nmegawatts in the air permt application -- wait.
Hang on. Back that up.

The 600 negawatts between what you tal ked
to the county and then the 700 nmegawatts for the
certificate.

MR. ACKEN. Correct. That was the
di stinction that we discussed yesterday with respect to
La Paz County. | think the sane concept applies with
respect to the air permt, so the math doesn't quite add
up, again, because you're |ooking at --

CHWN STAFFORD: Appl es and oranges.

MR. ACKEN. Uh- huh.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. GCkay. But then the
air permts for the first 350 negawatts, which nanepl ate
Is going to be nore than that because they're | ooking
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at -- they're not |ooking at naneplate, they're | ooking
at operating, so that's the difference there.

But then -- okay, assumi ng you do, so
that's -- what does that translate to for nanepl ate,
roughly? 1It's 350 negawatts operating. You' re |ooking
at -- what would you say the naneplate would be to do
t hat ?

MR ELLIS: Eight units and 50 negawatts
woul d be 400 negawatts nanepl ate, 350 operating.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MR. ELLIS: Yep.

CHW STAFFORD: And then so you'd have
to -- you'd have to -- assum ng that you get that
approved fromthe ADEQ and then you want to add the ot her
300 negawatts nanepl ate, would you have to anmend the
existing air permt, get a newair permt? Tell ne how
t hat process woul d worKk.

MR. ACKEN. W m ght have to bring
M. Crabb back up to clarify, but ny understanding is it
woul d be an anmendnment to your existing permt because,
you know, it's -- you have one permt, you don't get a
second standal one permt for that. You would add on to
is the general rule. You know, | would ask that if |I'm
wong, M. Crabb, correct ne. But | see a thunb's up.
So |l think I can say that froma | egal standpoint it
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woul d be an anmendnent.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Now, so woul d that
have the effect of raising the total anount of pollutants
you can issue under the permt, or would it be -- or
woul d it just nmean that you could put out a higher
capacity at once, but not increase the amount of total
air pollutants you could emt under that permt?

MR. ACKEN. We're probably going to have to
bring M. Crabb back.

CHWN STAFFORD: And that's fine. "' mjust,
ny thought is, okay, the air permt covers the 350
operating negawatts and there's a certain anount of
pollutants that you're -- but you -- you voluntary --
restricting it based on what the permt application says.

MR. ACKEN. So there's a couple things that
| can say confidently based on the testinony yesterday.

One, M. Crabb testified that there's a
30 percent capacity factor limtation and that will exist
regar dl ess because of the greenhouse gas em ssion
requirenments. So on each, you know, whatever it is it's
going to be 30 percent of that total.

The second piece is it's also going to be
best avail able control technol ogies. So additional units
w |l be subject to the sane best avail able contro
technol ogy requirenents that they woul d be, whether
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that's five units or 15 units.

| think what happens is you get over a
certain size of units, then you could trigger additional
permtting requirenents as a nmjor source. Renenber,

M. Crabb testified mnor source permtting versus mjor
source permtting.

| think the long and short of it as it
relates here is, and | think where | took confort is
what ever that is, it's got to be approved by ADEQ

And this commttee, you know, by statute,
that's what's required is the air quality agency sets the
air pollution control standard, those are binding, those
are what's net. And so if we want to go up to
700- nregawatt nanepl ate - -

CHW STAFFORD: Is that going to nake it a
mej or new source?

MR. ACKEN. | don't know. | think there
are ways to do it where it wouldn't, but it may require
addi ti onal controls.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. | mean, it's going
to restrict how -- the hours of operation. | nean, you
could --

MR. ACKEN. That's right.

CHW STAFFORD: Because | think we've seen
in other plants where there's 700 negawatts, but there's
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they still -- they got a synthetic m nor new source, and
so they're limted 30 percent for the whole 700
megawatts, but under that sane permt they could operate
about five of those units all the tine.

MR. ACKEN. Yeah. Yeah. So | think the
sane concept applies where you can -- you have your
overall nunber to be a synthetic mnor, and then how you
al l ocate each unit, you have sone flexibility subject to
those overall restrictions on 30 percent capacity factor,
t hi ngs of that nature.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. And then with the
diesel, | think -- | seemto recall fromthe air perm:t
you' re | ooking at about 75 hours a year running on
di esel ?

MR. CRABB: That's correct.

MR. ELLIS: | don't recall the number. |
can get it for you and validate it.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, it seens like that's,
you're not anticipating that hardly at all just fromny
cursory review of the air permt application.

MR. ELLIS: Upon having just read the
application | can confirmthe 75 hours.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Just to clarify what you
guys are tal king about right here. So it doesn't matter
if you dunped all of that stuff into the air all at once
over the course of a week, or you space it out over the
course of a year?

MR. ACKEN. Menber Little, I"mgoing to
speak to ny understanding of air quality permtting from
the | egal standpoint where | think it does matter.
Because -- and Menber Drago, | see himnoddi ng his head,
because there's --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, ne too.

MR. ACKEN:. There's nultiple el enents,
there's multiple thresholds. So we tal k about a
30 percent capacity factor. W talk about synthetic
m nor sources. You al so have dispersion nodeling; right?
And so your dispersion nodeling has to nodel
expectations, and so if you nodel all 14 units at once
for a week, you may not pass di spersion nodeling
requi renments.

So all that gets played into the air
quality permtting process, which is why it's a | engthy
process. They have a |ot of different scenarios they
consider, and there's a lot of different, if you wll,
limts that are inposed to address exactly what you're
tal ki ng about. That's ny |egal understanding of it.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: And who nonitors all of

t hat ?

MR. ACKEN. | believe the testinony was
fromM. Crabb that we will have conti nuous em ssions
nmonitoring. | know that there is both sem -annual and

additional periodic nonitoring requirenents inposed by
ADEQ

So in addition, you have excess emn ssion
reporting, so if you go -- let ne take a step back.

Typical air quality permt is going to have
short-termlimts, maybe daily 24-hour limts, it's going
to have rolling annual |limts that are on a nonthly
basi s.

If you go over any of those, that's an
excess em ssion, you have a reporting obligation. So you
have to nonitor for all of those and those reports are
submtted to ADEQ Both the periodic ones that are
required pursuant to the permt, and then if you violate
any of your emission limts you have additional imedi ate
reporting obligations.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. | appreciate
t hat expl anati on.

Menmber Drago, do you have anything to add
to that?

MEMBER DRAGO: Yeah, | think Bert's right.
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It's usually the permts have a rate of em ssions, so in
your scenario, that's -- that wouldn't be feasible in any

permt. But it's a good question.

So, and | think what | heard in the
testinmony thus far, it all seenms accurate about the
di esel engines. M understanding it wll be |ike
75 hours a year and there's going to be three, four
mllion gallon diesel tanks on site if that scenario goes
t hrough, and then a couple scenarios for the turbines,
so, but that's all | have to say.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: And they'll have to have an
underground storage tank permt for these diesel tanks,
Menmber Drago?

MEMBER DRAGO: | can find out.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MR, ACKEN. | believe the site plan
cont enpl at ed aboveground st orage.

CHW STAFFORD: Above ground, okay. Menber

Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Thanks, M. Chair. So first
of all, thank you for the single-line drawing. This
hel ps ne conpartnentalize all the thing | like to
conpartnentalize. And, | nean, overall | think your

approach is kind of el egant and responsive to the market
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that is needed.

| was thinking through some questions that
Menber Constock asked yesterday about operations, and so
| just wanted to kind of ask about how these things work
t oget her.

BrightNight will be operating the BESS and
solar system right? Every tinme | say solar system|
ki nd of chuckl e, you guys.

And then you have a contractor that's
operating the thermal side. |Is that right?

MR. ELLIS: | believe Menber Constock's
guesti ons were about the pipeline yesterday.

MEMBER HI LL: Oh.

MR ELLIS: And M. Crabb was answeri ng
guesti ons about how the pipeline would be maintai ned.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. You'll have a
contractor for that.

MR ELLIS: Right.

MEMBER HI LL: But you will operate the
thermal side, too, so --

MR. ELLIS: |'mnot prepared to conment on
the thermal part of the plant. | nean, really what |
woul d need to do is ask ny colleague, M. Crabb, to cone
up and comment on the operation of the thermal units.

CHW STAFFORD: | think we'll be bringing
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M. Crabb back at sone point in this hearing. So we

don't have to do it right this second, but |'mjust

sayi ng.

MEMBER HILL: | really amjust asking not
in specific -- I"'mnot the detail person on this
committee.

BrightNight will operating the thernmal side
of the facility as well?

MR. ELLIS: As an owner -- so let nme say it
this way: As an owner we would operate it directly or
hire a third-party contractor to do that. |1'mgoing to
say that ny expectation will be we will hire a contractor
to do that. W do that presently for the solar and the
battery systemright now.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR. ELLIS: So BrightNi ght will probably do
those services in the future, but currently, for exanple,
in our project in Pinal County we hire Nova Source, who
is a |large player, and they operate, you know, fleets of
sol ar systens throughout the country. And so as we -- as
we build these units that woul d be ny expectation.

MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. Mstly I'mjust,
because you have described what | think is a unique but
el egant solution to neet market demand, |I'mtrying to
figure out how these pieces work together and who's
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making the calls in terns of putting these things on the
grid. And so that's what | wanted to understand. Like
how many pl ayers are invol ved operating the solar and
BESS systens, soneone different operating the thermal
system and --

MR ELLIS: It would be two.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR ELLIS: It would be two. So we'll have
one operator for the solar and the battery. And, | nean,
theoretically you could have three, but there would be no
reason for us to have an operator.

So this is going to proceed in phases right
now, so right now | would predict three phases; right?

So we're going to have the 300 negawatts we' ve al ready
si gned.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah.

MR, ELLIS: W have an opportunity to do an
addi ti onal hundred, and then later we want to build out
the increnental capacity, it would just nake i mm nent
sense to use the same contractor across all of the
thermal fleet.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. That's hel pful. Thank

you.
MR ELLIS: Yeah.
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnan.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Question about this
conversation. |If the thermal -- if SRP decides they want
the hundred negawatts of thermal and the project is
actually built the way it's shown on the one line, with
the thermal inits own little bubble --

MR ELLIS: Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- how does that work as
far, operationally? It |looks to ne |ike we've got two
projects. W've got one that is solar plus a hundred
megawatts of thermal, and then we' ve got another one that
may go to sonebody else that's just thernal.

MR ELLIS: Menber Little, | think you're
t hi nki ng about that correct; right? So we would have
three different power contracts if it were to unfold in
t he manner you're descri bing.

W have the one that's already signed. W
woul d sign a second power contract for the increnental
hundred that feeds onto the first circuit. And then we
woul d have a different utility for the third contract.

Now, even though we have different power
contracts does not nmean we use different operators;
right?

So the very sane conpany that we have out
there for the first hundred negawatts of natural gas,
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again, we would want -- we would have every incentive to
have the sane thermal contractor/operator on both of
those thermal power contracts.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. All right. That
answers ny question.

MR ELLIS: They m ght be di spatched at
different tines it's but the sanme work force.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you.

By the way. | would like to say ditto to
what Menber Hi Il said about this being a uni que and
really practical solution to sone issues that the
i ndustry has not faced in the past. M old system
pl anni ng experience doesn't quite jive with what's going
on in the world today.

M. Chairman, let nme ask you, if we have a
t hermal plant connected to the solar system do we have a
renewabl e system or do we have a thermal systen? As far
as our authorization goes.

CHW STAFFORD: | think our authority
extends to the thermal and the transm ssion. But the --
| think we need | ook at the solar because it plays into
the need and the total environnent of the area, but other
than that, | think our jurisdiction is over just the
thermal and the transmssion. | don't think that the
sharing of the line makes it all the way one or the
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Electrically they're
connect ed.

CHW STAFFORD:  True.

MEMBER LI TTLE: [I'Ill leave it at that.

CHW STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from
menber s?

Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: M. Chairman, as we go
down the path of these future production facilities, |
think it my be helpful to have an explanation on the
record.

In the liquid or gas -- in the natural gas
i ndustry you can nove different densities of |iquids
t hrough the sanme pipeline and be able to separate those
at the end user, whether it's gasoline or diesel. That's

been happening for a long tine.

But I"'mnot sure it's clear to the public
how el ectrons are separated. If SRP in this case asks
for solar to be sent, it's not necessarily the sane
el ectron that 1'mgoing to get at nmy house to turn on the
i ght.

Can we -- maybe -- it's not this panel that
does that, but | think somewhere in the future we need to
differentiate that so that the public understands the
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di fference between how pipelines nove material and how
el ectrons actually run through the wre.

CHW STAFFORD: As useful as that may be, |
think it's kind of maybe a little beyond our purviewto
get that word out.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Well, you're asking ne to
vote yes or no on whether | want to approve a gas pl ant

and an air permt to generate electricity in a popul ated

ar ea.
| think it's inmportant for the public

that's around that to understand that. So I'Il leave it

to you to -- we can discuss offline, but I think it's

inportant in the future to know the difference between
t he two.

CHWN STAFFORD: | guess we can, when it
conmes tinme to discuss the certificate and the conditions,
if you'd like to propose sonme sort of condition that
woul d address that, we could discuss that.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: I'Il work on it. Thank
you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thanks.

M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, Chairnan.

At the risk of beating a horse, fromny
perspective, the issue is you have electrical realities
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and then you have statutory framework devel oped by
el ected officials, and the | awers who advi se them
right? And sonetinmes they don't match perfectly.

As to your question, Menber Constock,
inform ng the public, 1'lIl preview ny closing, but I
think it is part of the total environnment. That's why we
tal k about the nonjurisdictional facilities.

And the record that we've developed in this
case is that the public is well-infornmed about what the
different resources are that are being developed in this
area. And | think that's what as an applicant we can do.

You know, we |live within the franmework
that's established at the state |level as for what's
jurisdictional and whi ch agency and whi ch gover nnent al
body regul ates what, and we go to them we get the
aut hori zati on.

But we try. | think this teanis done a
great job of sharing with the public what's the overal
story to your point, what's the overall nessage.

And so that's what | will ask that you hold
us to and you've heard the public outreach nmessaging. |
don't think that there has been -- we have not tried to
slice it and dice it in the public that this is all that
matters. Because we've conbined in sonme ways the county
entitlenment process in this process for public outreach.
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So they view it as a whole.

So | think generally we get there. W
being this applicant and the industry, even w thout sone
of the pieces and parts don't necessarily ring true in
isolation. But | viewthat as our job to bring it
t oget her.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman, and |
appreciate this group. They are well prepared and very
wel |l versed in what they are tal king about, which is one
of the reasons | brought it up, because | thought they
coul d provide that reasonable explanation in a sinplistic
formthat | can understand and maybe that fol ks out there
woul d be interested in.

But | appreciate your expl anation and
certainly this is not about this panel, but | think in a
general overall discussion | think it would be inportant
for people to know. So, thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, | guess while we're
on the topic of the air permt, | was kind of confused by
the public comment yesterday, this talk of data centers.

Because | didn't recall seeing that at al
in the application any nention of data centers. But then
| ooking at the air permt application, it states on
page 11 of the executive summary that the proposed
facility wll operate as a behi nd-the-neter power

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

294



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il  08/04/2026 295

generation facility, primarily serving data centers.

That confused ne.

MR. ACKEN. So the discussion | ast night
confused nme, too.

MR. ELLIS: | can address this.

MR. ACKEN:. Yeah, | would like --

MR. ELLIS: Let ne address this. So a |ot
of times when you put together the early docunents, as
you sit back as a devel oper and you're tal king about the
uni verse of opportunities you can pursue, that was an
opportunity we were thinking about at that tine.

We have had di scussions with the nmenbers
and the town. W've told themthat we've | ooked at this.
We have al so said that before we ever bring anything
forward for that intent, that we would have an extensive
vetting session and we would have to work extensively
with the community to gain their support before we ever
went for such a permt.

So that was sonethi ng we thought about at
that tinme. As we proceeded wth the project we have
deci ded to focus exclusively on power generation. W
went before La Paz County board of supervisors and we had
exactly these questions.

We dealt with themin the sane way, it's
sonet hing we've | ooked at, it's sonething we' ve
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considered. But right now we are only seeking perm ssion
and permtting for the power generating resource. And
should we decide that this is something we think is worth
doi ng and coul d be beneficial to the community we woul d
need to spend a lot of time with the community, we'd gain
their trust carefully and slowy over a nunber of years.

And so that's not sonething we're seeking
for approval right now, and before we ever decide to go
do that we'll spend a lot of time with the community and
then we woul d go get the county permt to do that, but
only after we had gained the full support of the
conmuni ty.

CHW STAFFORD: And you have the county
entitlenents for this project already; correct?

MR, ELLIS: W already have the
entitlenents and it's for 400 negawatts of sol ar and
battery and 600 negawatts of gas generation, and that's
it.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And that's
nanepl ate. | nean, operating capacity.

MR. ELLIS: That's operating. Yeah, we had
t hat exchange yesterday; correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

MR ELLIS: And | apol ogize for the
confusion on the data center, but that's -- yeah, it's
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not sonething we pursued with the county. And if we did,
we woul d spend a lot of tine with the community first
bef ore ever going before the county.

CHW STAFFORD: And that's not relevant to
the air permt application?

MR, ELLIS: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: So that's -- you didn't
need to --

MR, ELLIS: That was an oversight that that
got inand it's in there, but that's right.

CHWN STAFFORD: (Okay. Because | noticed it
was still, it was in Exhibit 15, which was the initial
one, and was still in Exhibit 17, which is the revision.
I guess that's because it's irrelevant to their
consi derations of what it's going to be used for, |
guess? |s that the case?

MR. ELLIS: | think typically you have to
put a purpose and need in there, but | nmean, obviously
the air permt and the air quality is what the air
quality is. And right nowas | said, w planto -- we're
pursui ng of ftake opportunities for power generation
pur poses right now.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Onh, Menber Hill and
t hen Menber Fant.

MEMBER HILL: So just to confirm what |
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think I heard is none of the generation proposed and
associated with this permt would be used for a data
center in the future?

MR, ELLIS: In terns of this permt, that
is not the plan presently. Like, we don't have -- that
is not our plan presently. Right.

MEMBER HILL: But if the opportunity arose
you woul d want the option to be able to sell directly
to --

MR. ELLIS: |If the opportunity arose and we
were able to gain the trust and support of the comunity,
whi ch woul d be sonet hing that we woul d consi der.

MEMBER HILL: Selling directly to the data
center?

MR, ELLIS: That is an option in the

future, but we would only do that with the support of the

comunity.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, that's only if you
put the data center here; right? | nean, if you're

generating power into the systemit could be powering a
data center 50, a hundred m|es away; right?

MR. ELLIS: Yeah. The nore -- | nmean,
yeah, what you've just described is a scenario, we would
sell to autility and the utility could be doi ng what ever
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There is a case -- | nmean, there is a
scenari o where soneone could decide to col ocate, but
that's -- and that's really, really extensive and very
conplicated work and takes years and years to devel op
t hat .

MEMBER HILL: And the only reason | ask is
because at the end of our -- at the end of the CEC
there's a bunch of statenents around need and purpose --

MR. ELLIS: Yeah.

MEMBER HI LL: -- specifically. And so if
you're generating power -- if there's a likelihood that
the -- like all the thermal or less than -- 100 negawatts

| ess, the rest of the thernal goes to a data center, then
| feel like those need and purpose statenents need to be

adjusted a little bit. And so that's why |I'm asking for

clarity on whether this is likely to go to grid or likely
to --

MR ELLIS: If you could, what 1'd like to
do, an opportunity visit with counsel on that and circle
back to the purpose.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR. ELLIS: | appreciate you raising it.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah.

MR ELLIS: And | probably would like to
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visit with M. Acken a little bit and then cone back

and --

MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. That's fine.

MR. ELLIS: -- address that's how we want
to do that.

MEMBER HILL: I'mjust trying to think

t hrough the CEC and how it's refl ected.

MR ELLIS: Yep, you bet.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. |If you
have a sawhorse and you set it down and you have a big
ol juicy plumand you take a big ol" bite of it and set
on top of the sawhorse, and then sit down and start
wat ching that plum wthin ten mnutes a fruit fly w|l
show up.

So | arge potential energy conpl ex, energy
canpus conpl exes are |ike pluns to data center
devel opers. So they'll show up naturally. | nean, it's
just a matter of fact. | nean, it wll occur.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: Since we're tal king about
all this, | think it's pertinent for nme to ask these
guesti ons.

Public comment yesterday, and |I know we
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haven't covered sonme of thembut | just want to -- | just
jotted down sonme questions.

MR, ELLIS: Sure.

MEMBER MERCER: The | ady that spoke, she
said that the tribes had not been consulted. What
consultation is legally required? That's ny nunber one
guesti on.

Nunmber two, has the applicant conplied with
those requirenents? And were any tribes identified as
having cul tural, historical, or archeological interest in
the project area?

So basically what |'masking is could you
summari ze the tribal consultation and cultural resources
coordi nation that has occurred for this project including
any consultation conducted by BLM or other agencies and
whet her any concerns remai n unsol ved?

CHW STAFFORD: | think that's going to
cone up in the next section of testinmony with --

MEMBER MERCER:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: -- Ms. Pollio.

MR. ELLIS: G eat segue.

MEMBER MERCER: | just wanted to make sure
that since we're tal king about, you know, talking to the
community and earning their trust, and I thought it was a
perfect tinme for me to fill that in.
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M5. POLLIO  Absolutely. W are going to
go over the entire Exhibit D, the portion does include
cultural and the tribal consultation that was conducted.

"Il also note that we did spend about, |
think alnost -- definitely everyone on this panel as well
as our previous panel did spend about an hour with the
people that were here. So we got a | ot acconplished. So
| definitely want to go over that and nmake sure that we
do describe, you know, how we tal ked to that group.

| also want to nention there was a bit of
confusion | think with the data center piece and we were
able to talk through this.

There was sonet hing on the board of
supervisors at La Paz County yesterday, even | spoke to a
nunber of other residents that cane in and they all kind
of were tal king about just, you know, there's other
nmeetings going on. So | think when we were talking to
themthey said that they may have been at the wong --
had t hought the wong project but we clarified it.

But they definitely were very interested in
participating. So we did have a very |engthy discussion
about clearing up tribal consultation as well as
participation. So | will go over that.

MEMBER MERCER: Thank you.

MR, ACKEN:. Menber Mercer, would you Ilike
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us to junp into that now or in the normal course?

MEMBER MERCER: I n the normal course.

CHW STAFFORD: Coming up next is -- starts
with the environnental review of the |and use, and then
the biological, visual, cultural. And that's what the
slide says that's com ng up, so --

MR. ACKEN:. W have a ready-nmade tenpl ate
based on the exhibits to the application, so --

CHWN STAFFORD:. Pl ease proceed.

MR. ACKEN. So that is the perfect segue.
So Ms. Pollio, please summarize the studies that have
been conducted for the CEC and the project as a whol e.

M5. POLLIO Yes. So nyself and M. Martin
w Il go over the contents of the environnental studies
that are presented in the CEC application.

Exhibits A and B tal k about ownership
jurisdiction, land use, and NEPA

The bi ol ogical resources are included in
Exhi bits C and D.

Cultural resources are in Exhibit E.

Reeval uati on resources in F. Existing
plans in H and noise inl. So we will go over all of
those different studies and nmake sure that we summari ze
and can get through any questi ons.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, Ms. Pollio, and I
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shoul d have referenced for the record that she was
referring to Slide R47, which provides a summary of the
st udi es conduct ed.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Well, let's junp in and di scuss your anal ysis of
| and use that really begins in earnest on Slides 49 |eft
and right.

A (Ms. Pollio) Thank you. So as you wll see
there's a summary on L49 And a map that denonstrates the
jurisdiction in the area of the project.

So the project is located on a m x of BLM
Bureau of Land Managenent |and, state land, which is in
light blue, so the BLMland is in light yellow. BLM --
BLMin light yellow, state land is in |ight blue, and
where you see white, that is private |and.

The | and use and zoning i nformati on was gat hered
from La Paz County.

None of the project conponents are | ocated
wthin two mles of an incorporated city or town;
however, we are approximately two m | es northeast of
uni ncor porated comunity of Wnden.

Next we'll look at Slide L50. This tal ks about
future land use. On R50 you can see the map that shows
what the current future | and use designations are for the
site.
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tal k about what's out there,

W have tal ked about this with the

and a nunber of

But this is an area where there are existing

infrastructure. There's
pi pel i nes,

The project
entitlenment process with

m nor conprehensive pl an

| and use designation fromlow density residential

agricultural to rail and

So the | and use
future |l and use based on
anendnment as well as the

not e pl anning and zoni ng

utility substations, gas

and other transm ssion lines in the area.

recently went through the

La Paz County. W conpleted a
amendnent to change the future
and
heavy i ndustrial.

of the project right now, the
t hat conprehensi ve pl an
--and | think it's inportant to

as well as the board of

supervi sors both voted unani nously to approve the

pr oj ect.
Along with that

condi ti onal

use permt that was approved,

application there was al so a

agai n,

unani nously by planning and zoning and the board of

supervi sors.

permt to allow the project

desi gnati on,

So, again, this
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enj oy bringi ng when we have the entitl ements, because we
can clearly say it is consistent with both the | and use
and the zoning of La Paz County based on their approval
and their unani nous deci si ons.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, Ms. Pollio.

Before we switch to Exhibit Bl want to
foll ow up and naybe we could go back a slide. There were
guestions -- thank you.

There were questions from Menber Fontes
yest erday aski ng about additional plans. | don't want to
put words in his nmouth, but such as gradi ng plans, sone
site devel opnent pl ans.

There was a reference to an SPCC, which
["Il let M. Martin explain what that stands for. So
with that, M. Martin, can you tal k us through what are
the next steps in that county entitlenent process, and
the additional permts that you will need to obtain now
that you have the county process, and once you have the
NEPA process conplete that you're going to tal k about in
a nonment.

VWhat's the universe of additional permts
that you're going to obtain?

A (M. Martin) Certainly. Good norning,
M. Chairman, nenbers of the commttee. So the next
steps, once we get entitlenents, are that we turn -- we
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start turning our eye to conceptual design and nore
formal design.

Those designs are going to be infornmed by data
t hat our engi neering division has collected and that ny
departnment has put together in ternms of constraints on
the ground for the limts of grading and where they can
and cannot perform ground di sturbance.

Soit's atransition frompermtting and
entitlenent into construction. So the first thing we do
is we bring all of the conditions of approval for
what ever they may be, if it's notice to proceed on the
BLM if it's grading permt at the county |level, those
are put into a table that is started track.

And that's put into a contract that goes out in
our bid package for our EPC contractor to bid on. So
they're aware of what they need to do.

Part of that scope of work is to finalize the
engi neering designs. W do that as a transition team
but the permtting makes sure that what's going into
design is consistent wwth the constraints we've received
fromour entitlenents. Same thing with the |ease
agreenents, our |and team nakes sure that any conditions
in the | ease go into that EPC packet.

As they progress towards a notice to proceed and
grading permts, they submt to BrightN ght for review
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and to the county or BLM for review

So once it reaches a level of -- for the
grading, two things that canme up yesterday. One is the
spill prevention contai nnent and counterneasure pl an.

That is an engi neering docunent that is certified by a
PE, and it's based on the volune of hazardous liquid
stored on the site.

And there are thresholds for the volunes and
what not for different tiers. But the EPC is responsible
for putting that plan together before construction
begins. That is to be stanped by an engi neer and
submtted to whoever the agency is that's doing the
buil ding permt.

The second is a SWPPP, the stormnater prevention
plan, that is also put together by an engi neer based on
engi neering designs in | ater phases because they have to
know t he vol umes of stormwater that could be potentially
generated by that on the nonpervious surfaces.

That is also stanped by an engi neer, submtted
for waste discharge permt that the state regul ates.

The final process is when all of the design, the
pl ans, fire managenent plans, waste managenent plans are
submtted as packets to the entitlenent agency for review
and approval and issuance of grading permts and notices
to proceed.
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BY MR ACKEN:

Q Thank you, M. Martin.

A (M. Martin) Sure.

Q If there are no foll owup questions, 1'd |like
you to next, we are going to nove to Exhibit B and
M. Martin is going to present this as well.

And just as a rem nder for the commttee, this
IS -- Exhibit B includes other studies conducted in
support of the project that don't necessarily -- aren't
devel oped specifically for the project.

And for this one, we provided the air quality
summary and then obviously provided the air quality
permt application as requested by the conmttee. You
have the groundwater availability assessnent. Those are
where those are housed. We tal ked about those.

The next two itenms we have not tal ked about in
any detail other than just to preview them and so,

M. Martin, if you would, tal k about these two docunents
and what exactly they are and why are they here.

A (M. Martin) Certainly. A portion of this
proj ect, as everyone understands, is on federal |and and
we are seeking a right-of-way grant which constitutes
federal action that the BLMis subject to NEPA, which is
the National Environnmental Policy Act that requires them
to disclose the inpacts to the environnent to the public
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in order to nake a decision for a less environnental |y
i npact ful project.

So part of that process is putting together a
pl an of devel opnent which describes in great detail what
we're going to be doing for construction. It gives a
proj ect description. It describes the environnental
conditions and into operations and eventually into
decomm ssioning, so the life cycle of the project over
30 years.

That plan of devel opnent is then used to draft
an environnental assessnent which in this case is the
choice of the BLMin hopes that we can show that there
are no significant inpacts fromthis project on the
envi ronnent as opposed to an EIS to support the NEPA
deci si on.

CHW STAFFORD: And the scope of the NEPA
reviewis going to be just the transm ssion |ine,
correct, because that's what crosses the BLM | and?

MR. MARTIN. That's correct. The BLM and
us have been working very closely to nake sure that
they're not creating a transm ssion |ine from nowhere.

So they have required us to be very

transparent and we have recently submtted a new draft of

the plan of devel opnent which includes the description of

the off federal lands activities, and they are going to
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require us to evaluate those at a conparative |evel, not
a quantitative level. So they acknow edge the fact that
there's activities that are generating electricity off
federal land and that will be disclosed in the docunent.

CHW STAFFORD: And that docunent has been
mar ked as Exhi bit 16; correct?

MR. MARTIN:  Yes, Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hi Il .

MEMBER HI LL: The environnental assessnent
that's in our binder is the old alignnent.

MR. MARTIN: Yes, ma'am

MEMBER HI LL: Can you tal k us through
how -- the status of the new alignnment in the report and
where you are with that?

MR MARTIN:. Yes, ma'am

MEMBER HILL: This, it's just a little bit
different. | know it's adjacent.

MR. MARTIN: | wll have a slide on that --

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR. MARTIN: -- in just a few nonents.
MEMBER HILL: | didn't | ook ahead.
MR. MARTIN. That's okay. | want to get

t hrough the NEPA process description real quick, and then
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we'll go into how we're populating that wth the data
that we've got.

MEMBER HI LL: G eat.

MR. MARTIN: So as | discussed, in order to
retain a right-of-way grant we have to do -- this is a
grant proposed for gen-tie route and it's going to be
based on an environnental assessnent for the decision
that the BLM has to nake to issue that grant.

The applications are for approxi mately
five-mle transm ssion line, and in a corridor about
150 feet wide that constitutes about 670 acres.

When it's said and done that wll be
reduced to the actual right-of-way footprint for the
30 years of about 110 acres.

The rest -- the, again, the plan of
devel opnent has changed because we've done the
real i gnnment, so the 740 acres in this is not accurate.
It's now 600. So you' ve gotten the new plan of
devel opnent .

Al so, that new plan of devel opnent shows
the realignnment, the proposed route of that. So that's
the process we're in.

The next steps are, since we've got the
pl an of devel opnent updated, the BLMw Il review that for
conpl eteness. They' ve already done several iterations.
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We believe this is the final one. Under their direction,
we've noved that corridor, that transmssion line into
the corridor that's consistent with their resource
managemnent pl an.

W feel that this nakes it a nore
wel |l -sited project and nuch nore defensible for their
deci si on.

So -- and January 15 we submitted the 299,
and we' ve since updated that with the new alignnent. In
March of this year, we've drafted the environnental
assessnment. June, we transmitted that to BLM

"Il mention also that a cooperating agency
I's WAPA, because they are approving the interconnection
and the construction of the facilities at their
substation. So they, instead of nmaking a separate NEPA
docunent, are piggybacking on this as a cooperating
agency to neke that deci sion.

Currently the BLMis review ng our plan of
devel opnent and the process of finalizing the EA. W're
targeting to have that approved sonetine in October and
we're on track with that.

So next |'mgoing to, Menber Hill, I'm
going to go into the biological resources and what we've
done to date.

So our process is based on the | and, the
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gui del i nes for devel opnent of |and-based w nd energy, and
that's a standard Fish and Wldlife Service, it's been
vetted by the federal advisory commttee in 2009, and so
we use that as a standard of care.

And one of the sections of this permt is
areas of biological wealth. So the fundanentals of our
permtting process start at a high |level and identify the
areas of what you term as biological wealth is areas of
regi onal concern.

| mportant birding areas, refuges, critical
habitat, anything that at a regional |evel we need to
take into account, like a utility corridor.

So once those are conpleted, they're
docunented and we go down to the next |evel, which would
be using tools, basically coordinating with the state
agencies, wldlife agencies, and federal wildlife
agencies to get their input on what species may occur at
the project | evel across the | andscape.

So once we identify that, we develop a
potential for occurrence table that lists all the species
that could potentially occur.

From that we scope on the boots -- or our
boot s- on-t he-ground surveys, to your point. W always
survey a larger area than where our infrastructure is
goi ng to be.
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MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR. MARTIN: So in this case --

MR ACKEN:. M. Martin, hold on. | think
Menber Hill has a question.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill, do you have a
guestion?

MEMBER HI LL: | do.

You al ways survey an area |larger than the
space, so that's fantastic. M question is is the data
you' re presenting to us just the BLM stuff?

MR. MARTI N: No, nma' am

MEMBER HILL: Okay. | just want to nake
sure that we're differentiating. | know the standards
are different. |It's very frustrating to ne that the
standards are different, that you'll do better on BLM

| and than you' re going to do on the state |ands. But |

do want to understand how you're going to treat them

differently.

MR. MARTIN: Correct. So let ne see if
t hese -- go back.

Al right. So the studies that we've done
over the past several years from 2003 -- and where is

the -- yeah, here it is, | forgot about the right slide.
So from 2002 to 2006 we have performed bi ol ogi cal
cultural surveys to the sane standard.
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So we've done biological field work that
was done for the planning area on the BLMthat w |
represent about 3,000 acres.

To date -- I"mjust going to rush through
that -- to date we duplicated those on the state and
private land for the additional 3,000 acres.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you.

MR. MARTIN. Over the past years up til
right now they are currently finishing up desert plant
surveys, which gives us a hundred percent survey, a
census of the saguaros and desert plants that are out
there on the ground, so our engineers can plan for either
sal vagi ng, relocating, or abiding by state | aw and
noti fying for renoval.

So those are being w apped up.

To date, so we've got 6,000 acres of
survey. W've got -- within that 6,000 acres we've got
100 acres of thermal. W' ve got 20 acres of battery.
And about 18 acres of transmssion line. So we've got a
consi derabl e anmobunt of data. And we can very well cite
these facilities within that. So does that answer your
guestion?

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah, I'I|l be interested in
the mtigation piece.

MR, MARTIN. G eat.
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MEMBER HILL: But | do want to conplinment
you, one of your letters of support even identified sone
of the biological stuff that you were doing and the pl ant
sal vage, although | would prefer to call the program
pl ant rescue, that sounds way better than plant sal vage,
so | rebrand all of that. But the plant rescue conponent
of it, too. |If you could talk about that that would be
gr eat.

MR. MARTIN:. Certainly. So --

CHWN STAFFORD: | have a question for you,
tal ki ng about the surveys. Oiginally under 236 you had
the line only going to the -- it's only the northern
portion of the line for this project. You had the sol ar
facility |l ocated on BLMland. |Is that what you're
tal ki ng about ?

Did you do a bunch of surveys for that
tract of land, or did you decide to relocate the sol ar
facility before -- how far did you get into the anal ysis
of the land inpacts of that aspect of it --

MR MARTIN. W got very far into the
anal ysis. W had al nbost gotten a final draft when the
adm ni strati on changed. And so the BLM was under
different direction to treat solar differently. And so
we i medi ately pivoted to private and state | and.

Because we had that as an option, we could do it quickly.
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W had -- so we had 3,000 acres of survey to use but not
build on.

CHW STAFFORD: So | guess the survey
records are still in existence, so | guess does -- was it
surveyed for archaeol ogi cal and cultural resources as
wel | ?

MR. MARTIN. Yes, sir, both Category 1 and
Category 3 conpl ete boots on the ground.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. So, and then so
SHPO, State Historic Preservation Ofice, has those
results of those surveys?

MR. MARTIN. They do and to date they've
got the -- and Kenda will consider that, but the -- we've

al ready conpleted all the archaeol ogi cal surveys on al
6, 000 acres, both state, private and federal, and we have
SHPO concurrence on all those parcels of |and.

CHW STAFFORD: | did notice that in the
appl i cation.

M5. POLLIO And I'Il just add that's
anot her thing that we don't usually get to say.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.

M5. POLLIO That's two checks. | just
want -- | like pointing those things out because it's --
it's two checks, very expensive and two checks, so you
are correct.
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MR MARTIN:. So in a -- let's see, | think
it's Exhibit 9, you have -- so we've coordinated with
BLM with the state Ganme and Fish, and Fish and Wldlife
Service. W have a very close relationship with the
Gane and Fi sh departnent because we've been devel opi ng
several projects in this portion of -- in Yuma district.

And so we provided them through the county
process all the facilities on state, private, and federal
|l and to | ook at again.

So in your packet is their response from
their review They give us sonme recomendati ons and our
engi neering team and the permtting team di scussed t hem
for practicality. And unfortunately because of what you
wer e di scussing yesterday, the epheneral drainage on the
site has got to be very carefully engi neered.

And the engi neers | ooked at it and said the
amount of channelization that will be required
specifically is very precise, and the | evel of arnmanment
and riprap that's required to nmake sure that the water
passes through the facility adequately in a safe
di scharge as does not produce sedinent, that they would
have to exclude wildlife corridors.

So we could inplenent all of their
recommendati ons with the exception of two. One is to
allow for, we typically fence corridors for wildlife
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nmovenent through our solar projects. The gas plant we
can't do that because of safety issues. They understood
t hat .

Al so, that we can't -- the engineering is
such that the armanent and riprap, if an animal were to
get into that area could be a safety problemfor the
animal, and so the Gane and Fish, they agreed with that.
| replied back the letter that's included in your packet.

CHW STAFFORD: We're tal king about
Exhi bit 9?

MR. ACKEN:. Yes.

MR. MARTIN: Yes, sir. There's the three,
there's their letter to ne, ny response, and then their
acknow edgnent of that response.

In total agreenment, and so we're noving
forward with that.

| will add that we have also in part of the
mtigation we're working with the Arizona nul e deer
organi zation. They approached us and we donated funds
for establishnment and mai ntenance of existing and
potentially future water facilities in the Harcuvar
nmountains and hills for big ganme including nule deer,
javelina, and bi ghorn sheep.

So they got those funds and they're working
on those projects now. That has been nice to work with
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t hem

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

| want to tal k about or ask about two
smal l er species. The first would be the small boa
constrictors that |live out there, the Rosy Boas.

MR. MARTIN.  Yes, sir.

MEMBER FANT: Did you find any of those on
site or any --

MR MARTIN. We did not. And I will add
that we will have both cultural and biol ogical nonitors
on site prior to ground di sturbance throughout
construction to nake sure that we're | ooking for the
species that nmay be incidental out there.

MEMBER FANT: Because nost snakes in
Arizona are nocturnal, so you need to go out at nighttine
and thrash around the desert to find then?

MR. MARTIN:  Correct.

MEMBER FANT: Nunber two, this nay be a
little too far east, fringe-toed lizards in this area?
Are they farther west?

MR. MARTIN. Farther west. And |'ve got
sonme stripes fromworking with that species in Palm
Spri ngs.

MEMBER FANT: So this is not fringe-toed
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l'izard habitat; right?

MR. MARTIN. No, sir.

MEMBER FANT: Al right. Thank you, sir.

MR. MARTIN: So in summary --

MR. ACKEN. Before we go to the sunmary --

MR. MARTIN:. M. Acken, | wanted -- well, |
think I want to have you pull up the photographs that
have been marked for identification as Hearing Exhibit 19
and have you kind of wal k through the photographs of the
area, which are sonmewhat consistent wth 59, R59, but are
al so responsive to Menber Hill's request for -- to
provide a little bit nore context about what this area
| ooks i ke.

And so | thank you, team for pulling this
up.

So this is the start of Hearing Exhibit 19,
and if you would I'd like you just to kind of walk
through, this is an aerial, and wal k through the aerials
and phot ographs in 19?

CHW STAFFORD: Actually, M. Acken, |
t hi nk we' ve been going for alnbost 90 mnutes. | think
the court reporter is due a break. | think this segnent
is going to take |l onger than the next two m nutes.

MR. ACKEN:. Fair.

CHW STAFFORD: Now is the appropriate tine
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to take recess. We'll be back at approximately 10:45.

(Recess from10:28 a.m to 10:47 a.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record. M. Acken, | believe we are about to start
di scussi ng Exhibit 19 and the view of the site.

MR. ACKEN:. Yes, that's correct. Thank
you, Chairman.

So on the left screen is the first slide of
Exhibit 19, and M. Martin will walk through them On
the right screen we have R11l, which is the overvi ew nmap,
one of the overview maps that he may use to help frane
and provi de context.

And, again, the purpose of this is to be
responsive to the request for a little nore information
about what the site actually |ooks |ike and the
determ nati on of whether to take a tour or not.

BY MR ACKEN

Q So with that intro, M. Martin, if you woul d,
the floor is yours. Just walk the commttee through the
slides and where they were taken and why they were taken.

A (M. Martin) Certainly. This is in response to
Menmber Hill's questions yesterday. She raised sone
real ly good questions about what you see when you | ook at
an aerial photo of this area.

Adam and | were concerned several years ago when
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we saw this. It looks |ike soneone's eye. It's very,
very Byzantine. And so we started digging into it, what
we're actually seeing on the ground.

So Kaylan and the team put together sonme photos
that we can show or | can show the solar field, context
to what these represent on the ground. And then | want
to discuss wildlife corridors and what a corridor really
is conprised of in terns of the species, its purpose, and
its function.

So with this, the first one is our battery
storage, that's our largest footprint. [|'ll use the term
pernmeable. This is inperneable in things can't tranverse
the area because it's got a fence.

Q If I could interrupt you real quickly, you
referenced battery storage. But | think --
A (M. Martin) Oh, sorry.
Q When you're referring to the blue outline that's
the energy as a whole primarily made up of sol ar, but
pl ease, you're the witness so --
MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair.
MR. MARTIN: M. Acken, that's correct.
CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.
MEMBER HILL: [I'll also add that I
understand that | don't have any jurisdiction or requests
that | can make around the battery storage or around the
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solar field. But | appreciate you |ooking at the project
holistically and trying to figure out how to best serve
the habitats in that area.

MR. MARTIN: Absolutely. And I'll add that
the recommendations apply to all facilities on this
center, jurisdictional or not.

CHW STAFFORD: So you're saying the
mtigation things apply to the entire area that's
encircled in the blue line on this map, then, which is
the entire energy center.

MR. MARTIN:. Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: GOkay. And then the yell ow
and the purple, those represent what again?

MR. MARTIN. So yellow is the 100-acre
entitlenent area that we're seeking approval on. The
purple inside of that is actually the proposed footprint,
which is 80 acres for the thermal facility. It may not
end up there because of constraints, but that's where the
engi neers put it first.

And | went over that process earlier that
it will go through refinenent once we get an EPC and we
bring an engineering firmon to put it specifically
sonmepl ace that's appropriate.

CHW STAFFORD: And then the battery
storage facility will be the northwest corner, that's the
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top blue area with the green at the top northwest side;
correct?

MR. MARTIN. Right there, yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. That's the
ot her nonperneabl e area you were tal ki ng about; right?

MR. MARTIN:  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MR MARTIN. So, I'mgoing to advance this
if there's no nore questions on that so we get a context
of where we're at.

So we're going to zoomin. So this is the
box, the 100-acre box with the proposed footprint.

As you can see, we've got epheneral
drai nages that run fromthe north up at the top of the
screen south. And so we're going to | ook at actua
phot os, because each one of those was delineated by
someone with boots on the ground.

And the report indicated that there are no
waters of the U S. or wetl ands anywhere on our 6,000
acres. So | wanted to show sone exanples of what we're
| ooki ng at.

So this first one is an epheneral wash

that's actually within the energy center footprint. As

you can see there is scour that indicates a bed and bank.

And, so but these only flow during periods of rainfal
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when the rainfall exceeds what can infiltrate the ground
and we get channeli zati on.

This is also ternmed as what is a
zero-riparian epheneral stream Zero riparian neans
xeric, which is dry, and riparian is bank, so we've got a
dry bank channel, which is ternmed epheneral because it
only flows in periods of rainfall.

As you can see -- so the dry bank is
i mportant because we're | ooking at vegetation in those
aerial photos, but there's no riparian vegetation. These
are upland plants that we've got in this exanple, white
bursage, creosote, Mornon tea, but we al so see things
i ke vel vet nesquite, Palo Verde, Acacia, and upland
species that do not require noist soils.

So what we're looking at is what -- so in
terms of wildlife use, the utility of this area is
i nportant for travel and cover, not so nuch for forage.

And so I"'mgoing to just click through sonme
of these again, and | -- so when you |look at this, a
corridor is based on a nunber of site variables. The
species, the region that -- let's take nule deer, for
exanpl e.

In this area, you would not have a
m gration that you would typically think of or experience
or observe in northern Col orado where you've got extrene
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weat her changes that drive aninmals fromw nter range to
sumer range.

The corridors there are enornous and often
shoul d be | ooked at not as individual channels or
i ndi vi dual pat hways, but nore as a regional approach.

So you take in that the actual corridor has
nore val ue than the sumof its parts.

So I'"I'l just nove through this a little bit
nore. So this is another one of, that's in the energy
center, that's an epheneral channel. Again, a
zero-riparian area, and we seen bursage and creosote
bush.

Agai n, you can | ook at these as pat hways,
not necessarily as a corridor. And I'mgoing to tie that
off alittle bit later.

This i s another exanple, now from aeri al
pictures. What we see is the increased density closer to
t he bank channel s or the channel's banks, because when
the fl ows subside, those soils still maintain water
| onger than the uplands, so that the growth of the upland
plants through time is nore than the nei ghboring plants
in the upland.

This is another one, the channel within the
energy center. Again, a pathway. Another pathway. But
you can see these are predom nantly upland species. Very

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

328



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il  08/04/2026

drought tolerant and not reliant on water at all.
Pat hway. Pat hway.

So this is what we'd be |ooking at if we
were out there. That's a soil test pit that the
ecol ogi st would have used. That's -- so the three
i ndicators of a wetland, one is hydric plants, plants
that require water to survive.

The other is a soil that was devel oped over
time with noisture, and that pit is to determne if that
soil profile was influenced at all by waters. It doesn't
have to have standing water, it could be subsurface, and
that's a chart. It's called a Munsell soil chart that
they characterize that soil with to determne if it's
been i nfluenced by water. And the third is the presence
of water.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Martin.

MR MARTIN: Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Wy do you think they chose
that spot to do their soil test? Ws there vegetation
t hat suggested that nmaybe there could be a wetland there?
O --

MR. MARTIN: | don't believe so. | think
that that's probably a wi de erosional swale that we can't
see the extent of the bank there, but it was questionable
enough that they wanted to test the soil
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MEMBER HI LL: That's --

MR, MARTIN. And | appreciate that in a
consul tant, because when | | ook over these field fornms,
this -- yeah, they were thorough.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah. kay. Thanks.

MR. MARTIN:  Anot her one?

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah, | would have tested
there, too.

MR. MARTIN: Okay.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Martin.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you, M. Chairnman.
On the digs, is there a standard depth that they check
for each one of those?

MR. MARTIN: |'mnot sure what the standard
is. | think that they just stop if they hit sonething or
if they don't. But |I'mnot sure what the depth is.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah. That |ooks alluvial,
SO --

MR. MARTIN. So, yes, this whole area is an
alluvial fan ternmed as a bajada. So it's very erosional.
And it's got a trenendous anount of erosional and arroyos
on it that are these zero-riparian areas.

So with that said, I'"'mgoing to go back to
the concept of a wildlife corridor or corridor in
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gener al .

So on the right slide -- see if -- we've
got our facility here, that 100 acres, and we've got
t hese pat hways that we've been | ooking at that go through
there. There are probably, oh, a half a dozen.

There are six that are very promnent. And
now t hat we know that they are scour, they're channelized
but not banked by riparian vegetation. W know what's
there. So instead of considering this -- these as the
corridor -- so we've got a very unique situation.

So a corridor is an area that all ows
novenent of aninmals between core habitats or vital
habitats for at different |ife stages.

We' ve got the Harcuvar nopuntains up here to
the north and they proceed back off of this map.

Down here, we have the -- what is it?

MEMBER HI LL: Centenni al .

MR. MARTIN: Centennial Wash. That's
correct. Slipped ny mind. So that initself is a
corridor. And this nountain range also is a novenent
corridor.

So at different life stages, there's
different stages in these animals' |ives, | can guarantee
that the snow has not pushed them down here. So this
would in nmy opinion be a resident herd of big gane. And
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| ook at a corridor as regional.

What we really see is the corridor, is this
| arger area. Because all of these pathways are what
conprise the real corridor, which is valuable, and it's
very val uabl e because what it represents is random pat hs,
and it's all interconnected, and it's not one straight
path through, frompoint A to point B.

So protecting the corridor is this area,
not necessarily the small pathways. |If you, for an
exanple, and | think this is -- this is where all the
time | point off, if that 100 acres becane a sinkhol e,
and conpletely inpervious to anything other than
sonething that's got wings. The raccoons and ot her
animal s that use these areas but these are pat hways.

|f we step back and | ook at a corridor as
regi onal what we really see is the corridor is this
| arger area. Because all of these pathways are what
conprise the real corridor, which is valuable and it's
very val uabl e because what it represents is random pat hs.
And it's all interconnected and it's not one straight
pat h through point Ato point B. So protecting the
corridor is this area, not necessarily the small
pat hways.

If you -- for an exanple, and | think this
is where | tie nmy point off.
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| f that 100 acres becanme a sink hole and
conpletely inpervious to anything other than sonething
that's got wings, do you think it would preclude an
animal from noving here to over here?

They would go around it. And so that
illustrates the inportance of the regional corridor over
t he individual pathways that conprise the corridor.

So the reason we didn't get any input from
the agencies is that they see the regional inportance and
the relative de mnims inpact that that footprint is
goi ng to have on novenent of animals through that area.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you for that
explanation. | think when we do -- when we did 236 | had
real concerns about the ability, but it was
nonjurisdictional to ne. So | couldn't ask questions
about the solar field.

So | agree with you that one project in and
of itself isn't going to inpact ability for gane species
to mgrate. Although | think there is a |loss of habitat
and cover, you know, for instance, birds of prey that
m ght nest in the nountains and are foragi ng through
those areas; right? Like, we are |osing sone habitat.

| think it's the cunmul ative inpacts when we
start stacking projects and there's no real
accountability around that. And what | generally find is
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it's incunbent on individual projects to provide sone
kind of benefit to wildlife corridors so that there's
space so that when the next project conmes along there's
been sone benefit created and sone protection created.

So I think what 1I'mlooking for is kind of
when you build this facility, what are you building into
your plans, and sone of it m ght be straight-up
mtigation work with partners and ot hers.

VWhat are you doing to build in resiliency
in the long-tern? Because | think there will be other
projects in this area and there's no way to account for
the curnul ative inpacts. So | just end up asking
i ndi vi dual projects what they're going to be doing. So,
does that make sense, M. Martin?

MR. MARTIN: It does make sense.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR MARTIN. It's a very legitinate

concern. And it's -- to be mindful of -- so | think if
each conpany is mndful it wll address that.
MEMBER HI LL: Yeah. | agree. And ny --

frankly nmy hope is all the work that you've done around
the solar field associated with 236 isn't |ost and that
that conmes to fruition, and that there is some wildlife
corridor work in that as well

MR. MARTIN. Correct. And we are taking
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that into consideration with the drai nage, of course.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah.

MR, MARTIN. But we're doing mtigation
such as raising the fence eight inches so that tortoise
can nove in and out of the facility.

MEMBER HILL: Great. Thank you for taking
the time to walk me through the site.

MR, MARTIN. Absolutely.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Alittle
followup to that. | nean, is this the one -- when you
did 236, | seemto recall there was testinony about how
the solar would be configured to where you'd have areas
of wildlife could pass through, you nentioned a raised
fence to allow the tortoises.

MR. MARTIN: Yes, Chairman. W actually
desi gned the fence so that the panels, they were
i ndependently fenced in large or smaller blocks to all ow
for the mpjor drainages to be uninpaired, and so that
area perneable to big ganme noving through the area, so it
woul dn't be one | arge fence but rather three or four

snmal l er fences that they could --

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And that's still the

plan for it nowthat it's state trust |and as opposed to
federal | and.
MR. MARTIN. Yes, that is the hope. But
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they -- we have to wait for the final engineering based
on the channelization that has to occur. They have to
basically inpede flow fromthe north through the site and
around. | haven't seen the final design, but | know the
engi neers are working on getting that engi neered
correctly so we don't produce sedi nent and massi ve

er osi on.

CHW STAFFORD: R ght. Because | guess
when it does rain, it's eventually all going to fl ow down
to that Centennial Wash, seens |ike a much bigger --

MR. MARTIN:. Correct. And we didn't want
to add sedinent to that.

CHW STAFFORD: R ght. GCkay. So, but the
issue is going to be with the thermal plant and the BESS
because those are not going to be permanent, you're going
to have bl ock wall probably around the -- would you have
a block wall around the thermal plant or not?

MR. MARTIN: | can't -- | can't answer that
guestion. | don't know what the design is for that.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. But you're not going
to have, it's not going to have the eight inch off the
ground to allow small animals to scurry through?

MR. MARTIN: No, those facilities, we
really don't want small animals in there.

MEMBER HI LL: Pack rats would be a hazard.
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CHW STAFFORD: And then like you said the
solar, you'd have different sections of it fenced off?

MR. MARTIN. That's the hopes.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. But then -- but you
won't be able to do that for the solar or the BESS. It
w Il have to be conpletely closed and graded and they
wll have to flow around them they won't be able to flow
anywher e t hrough there.

MR. MARTIN: That's correct. There's going
to be alot nore -- there's a lot less grading with the
sol ar panel s because those are pile driven, so they don't
need to do as mnuch bl adi ng.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And so | guess
because you have 100 acres staked out for where the
thermal plant will go, but you're only going to occupy
80 of those acres. |Is that --

MR. MARTIN:. Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: And those 80 acres w |
have to be -- how nmuch of that wll have to be graded and
then fenced?

MR. MARTIN: | believe it will all have to
be graded.

CHW STAFFORD: All 80 acres?

MR. MARTIN: Yes, flat and allow for
par ki ng and mai nt enance vehicles and whatnot. Storage
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t anks.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. And then | don't
have -- the planned well is located, it's sonewhere in
the corridor; correct? O is it further south? 1t's not
on the map.

MR, MARTIN. The utility corridor?

CHWN STAFFORD: Huh?

MR. MARTIN. The BLMutility corridor?

CHW STAFFORD: No, no, no. | was talKking
about the well, the planned well.

MR. ELLIS: The planned well -- excuse ne.

You' re wonderi ng where the planned well 1s?

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, it's not -- you
showed it before. | renenber looking at it but it's not
on this map, so | can't see it.

MR. ELLIS: Gve ne just a second. | have
another map in ny files, let nme pull it up and then ||
point to it here in just a second.

MR, ACKEN. R36.

MR ELLIS: Cone again?

MR. ACKEN: R36.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Martin?

MR, MARTI N Yes.

MEMBER HILL: | have another question while
he's | ooking that up. |If we go -- oh, we |lost the nap.
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" mcurious about the drainage and noving it around the
site. Are engineers nore inclined to nove it east,
around the east side of the project, or is there drainage
that they can -- I'mworried about the agricultural |ands
on the -- okay. And that -- that would have negative
community inpacts if you're trying to nove the water that
di rection.

So are you thinking you' re noving the water
to the east?

MR. MARTIN: They will nove the water to
the east for the last iteration drawing that | saw.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR. MARTIN: And it will be directed south
fromthere. There wll be retaining basins wthin that
project site --

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR. MARTIN: -- but south. So they wll
rel ease water slowy through tinme, not just down
through it, so it wll retain water

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR. MARTIN: And release it over tine.

MEMBER HI LL: Perhaps in proximty to that
blue state I and piece that's just east of the project
site?

It's a tricky bugger.
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MR. MARTIN. Those retaining ponds wll be
| ocated right in here.

MEMBER HI LL: Ch, okay. All right.

And will any of that -- will that facility
be fully encl osed?

MR. MARTIN. The ponds?

MEMBER HI LL:  Uh- huh.

MR. MARTIN: It will be fenced.

MEMBER HI LL: Fully fenced. Oay. And
wildlife friendly just so nobody's getting in there.

MR. MARTIN:. Correct.

MEMBER HI LL: Gkay. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Ellis.

MR ELLIS: R ght there, (indicating) that
corner up there is where the well --

MEMBER HI LL: Right here.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So it will be just
adj acent to the side of the thernmal plant, then?

MR ELLIS: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: But it will be outside the
80-acre footprint of the thermal plant, it |ooks |ike.

MR. ELLIS: | believe that is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.

Pl ease proceed, M. Martin. O had you
concl uded this section?
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MR. MARTIN: That concludes what | needed
to present.

MR. ACKEN. So if we go -- thank you,

M. Mrtin. |If we go back to the slide presentation,
think we are on Slide 59 at the conclusion slide on

bi ol ogi cal resources, and so | don't know if M. Martin
or Ms. Pollio wants to address --

MR. MARTIN: | can.

MR. ACKEN. -- that content.

MR, MARTIN. So in summary we have no
designated critical habitat on site. And the project
w il inplenent biological mtigations received fromthe
Gane and Fish departnment as well as eventually fromthe
BLM and i npl enent those across the project site.

And as | discussed here, primarily with
what could be short-terminpacts, it's not anticipated
that any long-terminpacts for any species would occur.

MEMBER HI LL: And, Bert, | haven't | ooked
at your version of the CEC, but do you reference the
Gane and Fish letter and the BLM recommendati ons as part
of the CEC?

MR, ACKEN. To a degree. So if we could go

back to the prior slide, so we incorporated the

mtigation neasure table as a CEC hearing -- CEC exhibit,
Exhi bit B.
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MEMBER HILL: Say no nore. 1'll review
this and if | have any questions I'll et you know.
Thank you.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you. So, next, we're
going to visual resources in Exhibit E.

BY MR ACKEN

Q And, Ms. Pollio, if you'd describe your
anal ysi s.

A (Ms. Pollio) Yes. So start with visual
resources. So you did see many of these as part of the
virtual route tour, but we want to just go ahead and make
sure that we cover everything and nake sure that if
anyone does have any questi ons.

You can see on L and R61 a representati on of
those red -- the red dots with arrows. These are the key
observation points or what we call KOPs where we took
phot os.

We typically identify KOPs by where viewers
woul d see the project. So we |ook at traditionally
reeval uation areas if there's designated trail heads. |If
there are roads that are traveled frequently. And
obvi ously sensitive receptors. Probably nost inportantly,
which is the |l ocal comunity or local residential in this
case. A lot of tines we may have ot her sensitive
receptors |ike schools, hospital, churches that we would
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al so consider sensitive for viewsheds. |In this case we
do not have that.

So I'lIl go through these one by one.

KOP 1, you can see on L62, is the existing
condition. This is on Alanb Road | ooking east. R62 has
the sinulated condition, and you can see this is where
the gen-tie is located. And you can see the gen-tie off
in the distance. It is pretty far away. Wth the
t opogr aphy and vegetation, there is mninmal view ng of
that facility.

So now let's | ook, so you can see here
specifically where KOP 1 was, and the proximty from
Al anb Road | ooki ng over toward that gen-tie.

Number 2 is down along the railroad corridor.
That is |ooking north towards the proposed thernal
project. Here you can see the existing conditions on
L64, and on R64 you can see the sinulated conditions.

Here you can see agricultural lands in the
forefront of the view In the mddle ground is really
where you where you see the sinulator nodel ed thernma
plant. |In the background you can see the nountains.

KOP 3 is alittle bit farther away than KOP 2,
but the a simlar viewshed. This is representing views
fromthe 60, which basically are travelers that could be
going along that travel route. COobviously, typically at
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speeds 55 mles an hour on, you are not going to see it
very wel .

And especially you can see what the actua
viewshed is. You can see this is also, there is an
existing RV park in the area. So we wanted to take this
So you can see in the photo, | |like sone kind of
perspective if there is a residence so you can kind of
see where we're taking it from and this is from an
exi sting RV park.

Again, simlarly to KOP 2 except a bit farther
away you can see the foreground, obviously the RV park,
m ddl e ground is really where you pick up the facilities,
and then in the background you can see the nountains.

CHW STAFFORD: Can you go back to L and R
66? This is KOP 3. Is the RV park, is that north or
south -- it's north of the 60; correct?

M5. POLLIO  Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

M5. POLLIO KOP 4 and 5 are both
representative fromthe conmunity of Wenden. We
obvi ously wanted to get what's the closest residence in
that community -- yeah, the closest to the facility in
that community. And so we wanted to take a few of those
photos. And here you can al so see the existing
conditions in L68. You can see the sinulated conditions,
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and specifically we tried to show sone | eader lines to
show exactly what you're |ooking at because of the
di stance. But you can see the intervening topography,
vegetation, you really --it's very, very hard to see
anything fromthat vantage point.

CHW STAFFORD: And how many mles is that?

M5. POLLIG That is the -- | think it's
t hree.

CHW STAFFORD: And that's to the thernmal
or to the edge of the energy facility?

M5. POLLIO To the thermal plant.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

M5. POLLIO Here's --

CHWN STAFFORD: It's about -- I'mstil
| ooking at 4. So you said it's three mles, about three
mles to the thermal plant?

M5. POLLIG | actually think it's nore and
| know it is docunented in here and |I don't want to
m sspeak. But ny friends over at the table may be able
to | ook at the CEC and confirmthat distance, but | do
think it is three to four mles.

MR. ACKEN. Ms. Pollio, you do have a
m | eage | egend there?

MS. POLLIO Right.
/1
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BY MR ACKEN

Q | don't know if you could eyeball it.

A (Ms. Pollio) That's what's -- when | said
three, eyeballing it definitely makes it | ook |ike nore
than three. So | definitely think based on that it may
be up to -- 4.2 mles.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

M5. POLLIO And that is not being
eyeballed, soit's 4.2 mles.

CHW STAFFORD: And it's about, |ooks like
about -- I'mjust eyeballing, about half that to the edge
of the energy facility itself.

M5. POLLIOG Yes, that's correct. |It's
about two mles that -- a little less in that area, that
nunber 6 is about two mles. So fromthat energy center.
So it's thereabouts, yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then the
sout heast corner of the energy center where the
floodplain is, and I recall you testified that you
weren't going to put infrastructure there. |Is that
correct?

MR. ACKEN:. Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: The cursor's not worKki ng.
| see you pointing sonething at the screen, but |I'm not
seei ng a dot.
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M5. POLLIO | was just trying to nmake sure
that | was confirm ng which area you were speaki ng.

CHWN STAFFORD: There you go.

M5. POLLIO So you're saying here
(i ndicating).

CHW STAFFORD: No, no. Southeast. The
sout heast nost cor ner.

MR. ACKEN. The cl osest to the Centenni al
Wash in the south.

M5. POLLIG Onh, | apol ogize. There?

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah. |Is that correct?

M5. POLLIO  Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Gkay. Would the fence line
for the energy facilities still go through where that
blue line is, or would it -- if you' re not going to put
anything there wouldn't the fence not be at that edge?

M5. POLLIO | definitely would need to
make sure that I'mconfirmng with BrightNi ght fol ks on
the design and the fencing | ayout.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Ckay.

M5. POLLIO | don't want to m sspeak
t here.
CHW STAFFORD: Is that a M. Ellis
guestion?
M5. POLLIO So, M. Ellis, we're talking
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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about this area right here, and being fenced.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Because ny
recoll ection of testinony, that's where the fl oodplain
area is. So you're not going to actually put any
infrastructure in that section -- so | just --

MR ELLI'S: No.

CHW STAFFORD: -- so | just -- I'mlooking
at the way the blue line is drawn and |' m questi oni ng
whet her the fence will actually go where that blue line
is? WII it actually be further north and east to
avoid -- why fence in the fl oodpl ain?

MR. ELLIS: Yeah. No, we won't -- it's a
great question and no, we will not fence the fl oodpl ain.
What that really represents is so when we do a state
| ease the state generally | eases you the | and by parcel,
and so we'll be leasing and paying for that, but we won't
fence it in.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. That's what | wanted
to establish. Thank you.

MR ELLIS: You have it right.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Pl ease proceed.

M5. POLLIG Okay. So very simlar
| ocation just slightly away from KOP 4, but still in the
community of Wenden is L70 and R70, presenting the
exi sting conditions and the sinulated conditions of
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KOP 5.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q And Ms. Pollio, would you agree with ne that the
approxi mate, or not so approximate distance to both the
gas thermal plant and the gen-tie is 4.2 mles fromthis
KOP 5?

A (Ms. Pollio) Correct.

Q Thank you.

A (Ms. Pollio) And last we have KOP 6. KOP 6 is
actually the closest resident. This is associated with a
farm And you can see it is about two mles fromthe gas
pl ant, 880 feet fromthe boundary of the energy center.

Here you can see this would be very close to
where we woul d actually have a route stop, it's a little
farther south on Al anb Road, but you can see there is
a-- it's fenced, there's vegetation in this area and
there was no -- fromhere we could not see any of the
facilities.

CHW STAFFORD: Not even the fence for the
solar fields?

M5. POLLIG No. Well, let ne clarify. W
did not sinulate the solar facilities into that photo.

CHW STAFFORD: | thought I saw themin
ot her ones. Am| --

M5. POLLIO We did not sinulate solar. W
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did the rendering, you may be referring to the rendering.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Because | thought |
saw, | ooked |ike the solar array around where the gas
plant was in a prior sinmulated condition.

M5. POLLIG You may be -- | think you're
referring to this one.

CHW STAFFORD: There, yeah.

M5. POLLIO Yes, so you can see the
substation and the battery storage facility in the
di stance as well.

CHW STAFFORD: The solar panels are in
this one, then.

M5. POLLIO  Yes, correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Good, |'m not crazy.
Because | --

M5. POLLIG No, | amcrazy on based this
line of questions, ny responses --

MR ELLIS: | aminpressed at the
recoll ection and the detail. Yep.

M5. POLLIO But, yes. Very good.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So back to the
Nunmber 6 -- Number 5 -- no, yeah, Nunmber 6, yes. But the
solar is not nodeled in that one.

M5. POLLIG Well, no, it would be. He --
it is anpdel. So let me correct. Basically the nodel
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that is, has been prepared on your placemat, so the
process is we get engineering site plan draw ngs, we get
engi neering 3D nodels either in CAD or whatever fornat,
and we then nodel those facilities, so as you could see,
all the facilities were nodeled in the rendering and then
they are placed into the KOPs.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So the sol ar
facility is.

M5. POLLIOG Is in there, yes.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. | guess, and | know
it's not jurisdictional but I"'mjust -- |I'm]|ooking at
the, again, the blue line is the -- that's the extent of

your |lease, it's not necessarily where it's going to be,
the fence line will be. So I'mjust curious as what the
nodel said the actual setback fromthe edge of the -- the
state trust |land property that you're | easing to where
the actual fence and solar panels will be placed.

M5. POLLIG | do not know that nunber, but
it would have been on the site plan. So we can go back
and | ook at that and get that information for you.

CHW STAFFORD: (Okay. But it's -- the
800 feet you nentioned is fromthat 6 to that blue |ine
on this map?

M5. POLLIO The 880 feet is actually from
the residence, so this would be a little bit farther
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away. This is actually, the 880 is just the cl osest

resi dence.

So we could not get on to -- we don't take
the photos fromhis house. And we did -- when we were
out there we were able to speak to a person. It is a

farm it's leased. And we did talk to them But this --
the actual residential is 880 feet. This location is a
little bit farther, close to probably a thousand feet.

CHWN STAFFORD: But it's the 880 feet is to
the property |ine?

M5. POLLIO  Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Wiich is that blue |ine
which is not necessarily where the fence will go.

M5. POLLIO  Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: (Okay. Just wanted to nmake
sure we're clear on that.

M5. POLLIG  Thank you very nmuch for
clarifying.

Ckay. Now we're going to nove on to
cul tural resources.

So, and | definitely want to nmake sure that
| address the questions that were asked earlier. So I'l|
try to incorporate those into this discussion just to
make sure we've got it all taken care of.

But a Class Ill cultural resource survey
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has been conducted for the entire area. So for the
gen-tie, for the energy center, the solar area, as well
as the thermal area.

MR, ACKEN. Ms. Pollio, before you continue
can you clarify and confirm or confirm whether that
Cass Il includes the area of the corridor that was
shifted as requested by BLM? Because we want to nake
sure that the record is clear on that point.

MR, MARTIN: | was notified yesterday that
those cultural surveys have been conpl et ed.

MR, ACKEN. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: So the entire project area
that was surveyed includes everything inside the blue
square and then the entire purple area up to the
previously-certified 236 corridor; correct?

M5. POLLIG Correct. And we also, | nean,
just as a finer point, obviously the 236 corridor was
al so surveyed.

CHW STAFFORD: And apparently a
significant portion of the BLMIland. That's no |onger in
play for this project; correct?

MR. MARTIN: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: 3,000 acres you studi ed?

MR. MARTIN  Yes, sir.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.
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M5. POLLIO So there is lots of data in
the area for a cultural perspective.

And I'Il just clarify that a Class 11
cultural survey is the nore intense pedestrian survey
where archeol ogi sts wal k transects in order to see if
they can see anything, any significant cultural resource
or any cultural resources, actually.

| mentioned -- well, 1I'"lIl go into the
tribal consultation, and what we did next. So we did
prepare a cultural neno because these are a | ot of pieces
and parts.

In ternms of how they were surveyed, we
asked Tetra Tech, who was the cultural consultant, to
prepare a cultural nmeno to explain basically the results
and all of the aspects of those reports. That is
included is Exhibit E of your CEC application.

We then consulted, there is a SHPO tool kit
that is online. W consulted that toolkit, and that
identifies the tribes that basically you are -- that you
notify as part of this process. So you put in your
project location, it identifies those tribes and SHPO in
terms of who to consult wth.

So that is the state process. |In addition,
there i s governnent-to-governnent consultation associ at ed
wth the Bureau of Land Managenent | and.
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So there are actually two different
consultation letters, and information that did go out to
the tribes. And there is a list of tribes in Exhibit E
that identifies who the letters were sent to and who the
reports were sent to for the CEC. | will note that the
| etters thensel ves and any responses are also in
Exhi bit E.

Specifically --

CHWN STAFFORD: Exhibit -- you're talking
about Exhibit E to the Hearing Exhibit 1, the CEC
application; correct?

M5. POLLIO  Correct.

So that includes the letters. To address
comments that were made or questions that were nade
earlier, | want to nake sure that you can see the |ist
and that the Colorado River, or the CRIT tribe, that

attended | ast night we did show themthe letter and who

it was sent to, which is the THPO representative fromthe

tribe.

So when you go on the toolkit it is very
prescriptive of -- and I'mtal king very prescriptive of
it's an e-mail, if it's a hard copy letter, if you send

the attachments, if you just send the letter, and who
everyt hi ng goes to, because sone tribes it goes to
di fferent people.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

355



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il  08/04/2026

But it is very prescriptive, so the CRIT is
a tribe that did receive this information, so we did
di scuss that. W also discussed obviously the Bureau of
Land Managenent, conducting governnent-to- gover nnent
consultation with that tribe.

So to respond, | just want to make sure it
is clear that we did do that. The nenbers of the public
and tribal nmenbers that attended |ast night, we did talk
t hem t hrough that and showed them that information and
al so showed them where to get this information

And, again, it was a very good
conversation. But 1'll also note that the tribes in this
area | think are very active and participate. So
specifically we tal ked about tribal nonitoring.

Kevin Martin was there, tal ked about how to
participate and coordinate with those tribes. 1In
addi ti on we have had sonme tribes and comuni cation with
tribal nmenbers as a response to the letter, you can see
the responses in the docunent. The Chenehuevi tribe, we
did have a call and they have al so requested to
participate in tribal nonitoring.

M. Martin did explain that there have been
tribal nonitors associated with the cultural work that's
been done, and so this is definitely a practice that
Bri ght Ni ght, you know, has done.
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So | wanted to make sure that | thoroughly
went through that. Sonetines we kind of just nake
statements, so | wanted to make sure that we went through
that i nformation.

The very nice thing that | can say as a
result of the tribal -- or I'"'msorry, as a result of
the -- well, the tribal letters, responses, as well as
nost inportantly the docunents that are in Exhibit Eis
t hat we have obtai ned SHPO concurrence.

You can see on Slide R74 this is an excerpt
and they do concur, SHPO does concur with the statenent
that is on L74 by saying there are no historic properties
I npact ed.

The project area has been surveyed in its
entirety. None of the isolated occurrences recorded are
eligible for inclusion in the national register. No
further work is required.

So | wanted to make sure that is on the
record and that we did receive that. So, again,
sonething that is very nice for ne to be able to read
while I'mtestifying.

CHWN STAFFORD: | did notice that in the
application. | think, I can't recall, | nean, you have
filed a proposed CEC as Hearing Exhibit 2. | can't
recall if it says that you' ve al ready done the survey or
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it has the standard | anguage directing you to do the
survey.

MR. ACKEN. Chairman, we |eft the standard
| anguage to do the survey, because that way | don't have
to remenber fromcase to case when |'m proposing
conditions, just it's the standard condition that this
conmttee's approved. And then of course it makes it
easy at conpliance tine to say that surveys were
conpl et ed.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, so your first
conpliance will say it's al ready been done.

MR, ACKEN:. Exactly.

CHW STAFFORD: How often does that happen?

MR. ACKEN. Exactly. You get to check the
box right away.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Ms. Pollio, thank you for
the explanation and the detail around it and | appreciate
that. Qur speaker |ast night specifically pointed out
several of the area tribal communities that were affected
by this or wanted to receive |letters.

| see a few of themin here, but as ny note
showed she specifically spoke about the Navaj o and Hop
tribes. | don't see any letters in there back fromthem
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Is that sonething that shoul d be addressed or am ||
m ssing that inside of our packet?

M5. POLLIO Yes, they are not, |'Ill say,
on the list or they did not come up as a result. So,
again, on the online tool, this is all of the tribal
communities that claimaffiliation with the area.

So based on that toolkit that is a SHPO --
a SHPO tool kit, they are not affiliated with this
property.

MR. MARTIN: 1'Il also add that the BLM
letters that went out over a year ago on our project
previously, the BLMrecogni zed they had m ssed two, and
my recollection is the Hopi nor Navajo were included on
their list either as requiring to get notifi ed.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: And | appreciate that and
| want to make it clear for the record that the speaker
asked about those particular tribes. They were not in
the required checklist for you to check with; is that
correct?

MR. MARTIN: That is correct.

VMEMBER COVMSTOCK: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: And thank you, M. Chair.
And t hank you, Menber Constock, for the question. As I
understand the CRIT Col orado River Indian Tribal
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comunity, it's four different tribes. It's the Hopi,
and Navaj o, Chenehuevi, and Mhave. And they're not
tribal per se, but they're tribal nenbers that |ive on
the CRIT -- CRIT properties.

So the CRITs is the official designation,
so in theory if you' re addressing the CRITs, you're
addr essi ng t he Chenehuevi, Hopi, and Navaj o, and Mbhave
menbers who live in the CRIT nation?

M5. POLLIO That is a very good
clarification that I should have probably identified.
Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. ACKEN:. So just to close the |oop on
it, were the Colorado R ver Indian tribes included in the
tribal outreach?

MS. POLLI O Yes.

BY MR ACKEN

Q So the tribal nmenbers -- so the nenbers of CRIT
who are Hopi and Navaj o woul d have been notified through
that notice to CRIT, is that correct?

A (Ms. Pollio) That is correct.

MR, ACKEN. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, Menber Fant. And
t hank you, Menber Constock, for the question.
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CHW STAFFORD: Are there any other
guestions from nmenbers? Looks like this waps up this
portion. It looks like up next is recreational
resources; is that accurate, M. Acken?

MR, ACKEN. It is.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, | think this would be
a nicetime to take our lunch break, so we'll recess
until about 12:45. W'Ill conme back and then go to about

1: 45 and then take a recess because | have a pre-hearing
conference around that tinme. And so that should be done
I would hope like by 2:30, and then we cone back to this
heari ng.

MR. ACKEN:. So you just said we're going to

take a recess to 1:45, did you nean 12:40 and anot her one

at 1:45?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. Yes. Lunch from now
until 12:45. And then go till 1:45, take a recess til
about 2: 30.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. Wth that we are in
recess.

(Recess from11:40 a.m to 12:47 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: All right. W're back on
the record. M. Acken, | believe you' re about to start

wth the recreational resources portion of your
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present ati on.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you, M. Chairman.

W are going to be on Slide 76 |left and
right. 76 for the discussion of recreational resources.
BY MR ACKEN

Q And, Ms. Pollio, please describe.

A (Ms. Pollio) Yes. On R66 you can see the
figure that denponstrates a mle radius around the
facility to assess reevaluation resources. There are no
desi gnated reevaluation facilities directly affected by
the project. The closest facilities are managed -- BLM
managed Harcuvar Mountain w | derness area that conprises
about 25,000 acres, and that's | ocated approxi mately one
m | e northeast of the substation.

You can al so see on R76 the orange hatch
pattern. This represents off-highway vehicle or OHV
areas on the BLM | and that the BLM desi gnat ed.

The project would not preclude any of those
recreational uses in the area and around the project
conponent s.

Next, we'll go to Exhibit H, which is existing
pl ans.

Simlar to recreation you can see a mle radius
around the conponents of the project. There are no --
there are no planned area devel opnents. These are
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desi gnat ed pl anned area devel opnents or any that are
known by us within one mle of the project.

There are no planned | ocal, federal, state
devel opnents that would conflict with the project, and
the project is consistent with any plans that we're aware
of in the project area.

Next is noise and communi cati on.

CHW STAFFORD: One second.

Menber Fontes, you have a question?

MEMBER FONTES: | do. Sorry about joining
| ate and perhaps you covered this earlier.

Is there any | and | ease use for cattle or
ot her operations on the BLMland that will be utilized or
adj acent to it?

And if so, who is that? Wo are the
| essees?

|"ve had that a lot in transm ssion
projects in Arizona.

M5. POLLIO | amnot aware of any | eases
on the BLM | and for cattle grazing, but I am/looking to
M. Martin to confirmif he's aware of any | eases --

MEMBER FONTES: Ranching in general.

M5. POLLIO -- leases on BLMland in this
ar ea.
MR. MARTIN. Could you repeat the question,
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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pl ease.

MEMBER FONTES: |s there any ranching
subl eases to the BLM I and on any of the areas that wl
be a part of the land | ease --

MR. MARTIN:. There are no --

MEMBER FONTES: -- or state trust?

MR. MARTIN: There are no current |eases
active on the lands that we are putting our facilities
on. That would be a Babcock allotnent, but it has no
allottee at this current tine.

MEMBER FONTES: Has it in the future,

M. Martin, or has it past or at any tinme in the future?

MR MARTIN. I'msure it has in the past
because it has structures -- ranching structures on it.
They're inactive. But | do not know what -- the current

status of the BLMreissuing an allotnent to anyone at
this tine.

MEMBER FONTES: Did you guys engage them
during stakehol der outreach agreenent just to be thorough
i ke we've seen on other projects?

MR, MARTIN. Yes. M. Furman had quite a
bit of interaction with that individual.

MEMBER FONTES: Great. Appreciate that.
Just trying to be thorough to nmake sure we cover all the
st akehol ders here. Thank you.
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No further questions, M. Chairnman.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Fontes.

Ms. Pollio.

M5. POLLIO Okay. Now we'll go over noise
and communi cation. So on L80 and R80 you can see the
summary of noi se and conmmuni cation. And you can al so see
the contour map. That is the results of the noise
anal ysi s.

Specifically, a consultant did go out and
take noi se readings. These were 24-hour noi se readi ngs.
You can see the noise nonitoring | ocations that were used
on R80.

The reason these | ocations were identified
is specifically noise |location nunber 2 represents
Wenden, the comunity of Wenden, which is the cl osest
community. And then the closest residence is also along
Al amb Road, that farmthat we tal ked about several tines,
and the visual sinulation.

So the noise -- the 24-hour noise reads
were conducted. | wll also note that the -- where the
primary sound is emtted fromthe facilities is about two
mles away. So that in and of itself made this much
easi er to nodel because the results are -- and you can
see by the contour maps the results of what the noise
woul d be fromthe facility.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il  08/04/2026 366

And | think the nost inportant point is
that -- and kind of what we've all been -- | think what
we typically use as a standard is if the noise | evel does
not increase from background 3 dBA, which is basically
what's discernible to a human ear, so above that is
discernible it's still pretty low, but it's alnost a
whi sper woul d be 3.

And that's basically what we're using. And
this is below that type of an increase. So this project

at the closest receptors would not be discernible to the

human ear.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, you had a
guestion?

MEMBER FONTES: We've had this conme up in
ot her thermal hearings, Ms. -- Pollio?

M5. POLLIG Pollio, yes.

MEMBER FONTES: Pollio. Yeah.

And, by the way, | appreciate your
background. | used to work for AES Corporation, and |

think 1've crossed paths with you in a past |ife. That's
just an aside.

Did you do your noise nodeling at night and

in the day?
M5. POLLIO W did.
MEMBER FONTES: That's great. | appreciate
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t hat .

Can you characterize howif there was any
materi al differences because, as you know, in the desert
it does carry in the night, and | just want to capture
this for the record for the general public if there's any
material differences or were there any kind of
characteristics --

M5. POLLIO Yeah, if you could give ne --

MR. FONTES: Again, |'ve run across this on
ot her projects, and |'mjust trying to conplete the
record here for us.

M5. POLLIO Yes. |If you can give ne one
m nute. So the anbient noise reading during the day
close to the farmis 59.8. At night at that sane
| ocation is 46.1. So there is a difference between day
and night, and I"'mgoing to take a guess that that's
probably farm ng operations or, you know, activity at
that | ocation.

The next one is, again, what is in the
community of Wenden, so it's the closest residence in the
community. So it is pretty nmuch on the edge of the
comrunity, but, again, we wanted to get that cl osest
residence. That is 62.3 dBA at daytine and 54.9 at
ni ght .

Again, this is also in an area where the
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60 -- H ghway 60 is running as well as a railroad
facility. So | would assune that picked up sone of those
background noi ses through the 24-hour noise read.

MEMBER FONTES: So how s that going to
i npact operational utilization of a peaker plant?

Most of that is | would inagine from noon
till 9 p.m How does that noise pattern fit wthin that,
how startups with a peaker plant would operate with
LM6000 units?

M5. POLLIO It -- basically the way the
nodel is run they took the basically assunptions of the
noi se, again, and they ran that assunption over both
daytime and night to ensure that we did inpact analysis
bot h day and ni ght.

So it really is looking at any tine it ran
to make sure that we were taking an average and incl uding
that average to assess inpacts if that -- | think that
answer s your question.

MEMBER FONTES: It does.

What |'m | ooking for here is not just an
answer to ny question, but for the record and what
standard was that mapped agai nst just so the general
public has that and has it in ternms of a reference for
t hese types of power plants.

M5. POLLIO So there, again, really it is
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the inpact we are trying to | ook at generally is not an

i ncrease from background above 3 deci bels and that we are
below that. So we're below that inpact standard that a

| ot of us have used.

It's not a witten -- there's not a real
witten standard. There's no noise -- specific noise
regulations in La Paz County. So there's nothing that
regul ates noise specifically, but that is the criteria
that we neasure against typically that assesses that
i npact to humans.

MEMBER FONTES: | appreciate you capturing
that for the record. | just wanted to nake sure that was
clearly stated since noise, visual inpact, as well as
community jobs seemto be a trending i ssue with power
plants in this current market |1'll say, so thank you.

M5. POLLIG  Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So the

conparison is would all 14 nachi nes be operating at once?

M5. POLLIO It basically used -- |I'm not
sure. | would have to | ook and neke sure that |
understood if it was all 14. It really was the
typical -- it is a very conservative nodel run. So

definitely it is the way that we do it is trying to take
what we expect the |oudest it would be.
CHW STAFFORD: | woul d expect that to be
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all 14 turned on at the sane tine.

M5. POLLIO Exactly. So yes.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. If you could foll ow
up and confirmthat would be great.

Menber Little, you have a question?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

I'"'ma little confused. So this draw ng,
what ever we want to call it, that you' ve shown on the
screen is -- that is measured anbi ent noise plus nodel ed
thermal plant noise; is that correct?

M5. POLLIG So it is the noise |level as --
this is denonstrating the noise level as it dissipates
fromthe generators. And it does incorporate the
background to show -- to show that range. You can see
the ranges over on the side. And | --

MEMBER LI TTLE: So the turquoise |less than
20 or the green 20 to 25, that is both the anbient
noise -- and, | nean, it's as if the thermal plant were
runni ng and you were standing there ---

So you would --

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- with and without it?

M5. POLLIG So that's the nodel ed noi se.
So | apologize. | want to nmake sure |I'mgetting this
right. So it is the -- it's what is nodeled, but it's
not nodel ed noise, so it's less than 20, if that makes
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sense, comng fromthe plant.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.
M5. POLLIG  Wen you take that --

MEMBER LI TTLE: So this is just com ng from

the plant, then?

M5. POLLIO  Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Oh, okay.

M5. POLLIG | want to nmake sure to
clarify. Then when you take that -- because it's not
additive, so it's not |like you add that necessarily into
t he equation, but you take that --

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's right. Okay.

M5. POLLI G Yeah.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

M5. POLLIO That's the confusion. | think

that's the confusing part.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah, it's confusing to ne
for some reason. Thank you.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.
MEMBER COMSTOCK: Ms. Pollio, is there a
di fference between the noise |evel of the startup of a

generator and the actual running of a generator?

M5. POLLIO I'mgoing to |look -- | nean,
typically there is -- there's a bit of a difference in
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the noise that is generated, and that is included in the
nodel , you know, but, again, it is if you took it a point
intime, | think you would hear it nore because it's
definitely a noise that you' re going to hear fromno --
you know, obviously at startup no noise, so then you
woul d hear the noise start up versus nore of that
continui ng noise, if that nakes sense.

MR ELLIS: So the question is during
startup do you have a different noise sound profile?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: |Is the dBA higher at
startup than it is at operational?

Does it get quieter when it runs versus
when it starts up?

CHW STAFFORD: Li ke your car does?

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Yep. Excuse ne, yes,
sir. Yes.

MR. ELLIS: You know, so a car nmakes a | ot
of noi se because you're starting the systemfromstarter.
So grid connected units are going to use the grid to get

the unit up and running is mnmy understanding.

And then so | just -- | honestly don't know
the answer to your question. | don't -- | don't see that
it wuld be -- | can't think of any reason why it woul d
be fundanentally different. | nmean, obviously the units

are engi neered for their operating point, but they're
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al so engineered for the startup.

So | can't inmagine that it's an appreciable
difference to start up versus operation, but | just don't
know t he answer to your question.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: (Okay. And the second
gquestion is is there a difference between the fuel source
and the operational noise |evel?

If I'"mrunning diesel versus natural gas,
is that different?

MR. ELLIS: Again -- again, so l'm-- the
dual fuel units -- | don't know the answer to your
guestion. |1'd have to check that and get back to you,
Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: I f you don't m nd.

MR ELLIS: Yep.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: | appreciate it.

MR. ELLIS: Yeah, we can do that.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Al right. Menber Fontes, you had anot her
guestion?

MEMBER FONTES: | did. Kind of -- again,
we're not trying to play gotcha here. W just want to
make sure we capture it for the record.

When you do noi se nodeling or acoustic
nodeling and a technical review, and | actually just did
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one, so you usually have a consultant | ook at the
basel i ne nmeasurenent if there's any standards or criteria
and then operating scenari os.

| f you could, maybe just a recap of whoever
did that fromyou or the actual report that you have that
we' ve seen from ot her devel opers, and actually we al ready
have for the forthcom ng hearing on a thermal plant
that's very simlar to use that's m ssing from your
appl i cation that would be hel pful to capture for the
public record.

And then the |ast point on that Menber
Constock just rem nded nme can you confirmthe units for
whi ch were | ooked at in the data sheets?

Are these the LM6000s or were they one of
the other variant units?

We just want to make sure that we inform
the public what we're | ooking at, what is the best-known
scenari o or base case that you're |ooking at for the
approval of the CEC at this point intime. So if you
could follow up on that, | think that would help conpl ete
the record.

MR, ACKEN. And while Ms. Pollio | ooks at
sone -- | ooks at the study perhaps to be responsive, | do
want to note that Exhibit I-1 to the application that was
presented with the application is a study conducted by
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Meridian, a Trinity conpany. And that was done in
April 2026.
BY MR ACKEN
Q And so, Ms. Pollio, to the extent that you were
cross-referencing study results, is that the study that
you were referring to that was conducted for the project?
A (Ms. Pollio) Yes, that is correct.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: If | may just echo what
Menber Fontes said. |I'mnot trying to do gotcha. | just
want to make sure we're capturing it on the record
because it is a desert comunity, and if you fire up one
of those generators at 12 o' clock at night, | just want
to make sure they can't hear, like | said, so that's
where I'mat on that. Thank you.

M5. POLLIG  Thank you.

MR. ACKEN. Can we take a quick segue
before we -- well, do you want to go to your sumrmary or
do you want -- well, no, let's go back to noise.

| want to take a brief diversion because |
forgot to do sonething. W had tal ked yest erday
afternoon about doing a tour tonorrow, and then committee
deferred it pending additional information.

We attenpted to address that this norning.
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And so, you know, we're getting close to the tinme where
we need to nmake a decision on a tour for tonorrow. So |
just wanted to get feedback fromthe comrittee as to
whet her there's interest in the tour or not so we can
make t hat deci sion.
CHW STAFFORD: Menber Hill, thoughts?
MEMBER HILL: If no one el se wants to go on
a tour, | won't ask for it.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, your hand is

rai sed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | just said | want to go on
a tour, but will be alittle tough.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: | want to go back to the
noi se when it's appropriate to point out where | think we
need the additional information based on M. Acken --
| ooked at the exhibit.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER HILL: So I'll just -- so, first of
all, I want to thank the applicant for doing a deeper
dive. And, well, literally we got to kind of get on the

ground, so thank you for that.
| think what | mss in not doing the tour
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Is the community context and getting a sense of

t opography and | ayout and all those things that you can't
do with a desktop review. So |I'm always going to want to
see these sites so that | have all the context and
under st andi ng.

But | understand that the rest of ny
col | eagues may not want to go either because of heat or
lack of interest. But | appreciate the applicant trying
to accommpdate ny wanting to have context. So I'll |eave
it at that.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Hill.

| think that given the renoteness of it,
the heat, the |ack of paved roads, I'minclined to think
that the juice isn't worth the squeeze as Menber Kryder
used to say for a tour

So with that, M. Acken, it |ooks like you
are off the hook. We will not be doing the physical
t our.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you. Thank you for that
diversion. And, I'msorry, Menber Hill. [It's obviously
the committee's election, and | do see the val ue and hope
that the information we provided is sufficient to give
you confort that this project's well sited.

| want to go back -- well, Menber Fontes
had a coupl e questi ons.
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Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES:. Thank you, M. Acken.

And what we're trying to do is to nake sure
that we're consistent here, so | appreciate you sending
the air em ssion study. And |I'm |l ooking at page 10 of
t he net hodol ogy of the noise study. And it's just thin.
It doesn't state the specific units.

And what we've seen on the other
applications for the CEC is consistency in terns of that
operational footprint for the baseline assunptions that
we shoul d be looking at for the CEC. It doesn't even
name the units here that woul d be | ooked at in the
footprint.

So I"'mnot asking to redo. |'mjust asking
maybe we could anend that with what was used a little
nore robust just so we'd have consistency and then a
little nore depth on those operational scenarios to

address Menber Little -- Menber Constock's areas.

So if we do that, you know, | think it's
fine. It references a 600-negawatt natural gas
generation facility at a high level, but -- and it tal ks

about bal ance of plant, but it really doesn't tal k about
the startups the sustained -- the continuous operation
and then the specific units.

CHW STAFFORD: One other thing quickly too
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is | didn't hear anything about construction noise.
MR. ACKEN:. So if | could address one hy

one with the w tness.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q On the gas plant, you know, 1'd like to turn to
page 10 of the report, which is page 12 of the PDF. It
references gas pl ant.

So nenber -- and so l'd like -- Ms. Pollio, do
you see the reference that I'mreferring to?

A (Ms. Pollio) Are you on page 10 of the
application or --

Q Page 10 of Exhibit --

(Ms. Pollio) 1.
-- 1-17?
(Ms. Pollio) Got it.

o > O P

And references "gas plant.”
Do you see that?

A (Ms. Pollio) Correct.

Q And so it is a generic gas plant that's not
specific to a specific type of technol ogy but says the
area source, so it was nodel ed as an area source was
assi gned on overall A-weighting of 90 decibels; is that
correct?

A (Ms. Pollio) Correct.

Q And so do you know is that intended to represent
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the configuration for which the applicant is seeking a
CEC?
So it was nodel ed generically at 90 nega --
excuse me, 90-deci bel dBA as an area source.
s the intent that that nodel ed the
configuration for which the applicant is seeking a CEC?
A (Ms. Pollio) Yes. |It's a conservative
assunpti on based on --
CHW STAFFORD: Can you get closer to the
m cr ophone, pl ease.
M5. POLLIO Sorry. Yes, it's conservative
assunption for that. Yes.
BY MR ACKEN
Q And it's going to be sonmewhat of a segue, but
want to get to the Chairman's question before we junp.
And so because the invoice study nodeled the facility as
an area source and not -- not unit specific, is it your
testinony that to the extent different equi pnent has
simlar noise profiles that this study can be deened to
be representative of other configurations as well?
MS. POLLIO Correct. Yes.
BY MR ACKEN
Q Now |I'd like you to nmove to Chairman Stafford's
guesti on about construction. And, if you would, | would
i ke you to discuss where that is referenced. | do
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believe it is. But now, of course, I'"'mnot finding it.
But so if you could refer to where in the studies the
di scussi on of construction noise, that would be great.

A (Ms. Pollio) Construction noise is actually
addressed in the actual on page 1-4 --

Q Thank you.

A (Ms. Pollio) -- of the text of Exhibit I.

So specifically the noi se nodel was for the
generation facility and basically where those noise --
noi ses are comng fromoperational. The construction is
addressed in those pages in Exhibit I.

Q So the study -- to sumit up, the study that was
conm ssi oned that we referenced -- the Meridian Trinity
study was designed to be representative of operations of
representative gas plant; correct?

A (Ms. Pollio) That's correct.

And then the construction noise is referenced in
the text itself.

Q Under st ood. Thank you

CHW STAFFORD: And so what is that?

| mean, |I'mlooking at the graphic on R80.
We have the blue circle, which is the -- and this is a
nodel with the plant operation noises; correct?

M5. POLLIO That's correct. Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: And so where that bl ue
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circle is what would the construction noise be at that
point? That's where it intersects the residence.

M5. POLLIG So fromthe gas plant
construction since you're over two mles away you would
not hear any construction noise associated with the site
itself.

As construction equi pnment is noved nost
i kely along Alanb Road, | do want to make sure that |I'm
not understating, but that there would be tenporary noise
associated wth construction equi pment novi ng al ong
roadways. That woul d be the predom nant construction
noi se source for those sensitive receptors.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then | think
recall testinony about when you cross the natural gas
line you're going to have to add pack to it like five --
there's Iike two now you need to add -- make it to -- add
toit to make it five; is that correct?

| think that's M. Ellis's testinony I
beli eve earlier about crossing the gas pipeline. You
were going to have to build a bridge over it | think
recall, but you needed to add nore fill to the top of it,
over the top of it.

MR, ELLIS: You're tal king about having to
add nore fill to the top of the pipeline? |Is that what
you - -
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes. Because, |ike, when
the pipeline crosses your energy facility site, you're
going to have to have -- you're going to have to be able
drive across over that to get to the gas plant.

MR. ELLIS: That's right. W have to add
fill. Yeah, that's really the conclusion fromEl Paso
Ki nder Mbrgan, yep.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And how loud is that
adding the fill?

That seens |like that's going to occur
cl oser to the residences than, say, the actual
constructed plant which is a couple mles away.

Is that going to be -- is that -- how noi sy
is that operation?

Because | thought you said the construction
at the thermal site is going to be -- not going to be
really perceptible, but you said the traffic getting
there is going to be noticeabl e.

But then ny question is, okay, then
what's -- because that -- the gas pipeline depending on
where you're at it's going to be close -- that
construction piece is going to be closer to Al ano Road
than the plant construction.

M5. POLLIO My understanding of where the
crossing would be, and | think that was in Adanis
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testinony yesterday, is farther north on Alanp Road from
the noise nonitoring |location nunber 1, which would be
t hat cl osest residence.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay.

M5. POLLIO So, yes, | do think -- | agree
that there -- that would be probably closer construction.
But | still think it is far enough away based on where ny

understanding it would be that access road woul d cross.
And, again, it would be tenporary. And you
can al so see -- you know, it would be tenporary and
really restricted to just that crossing.
CHAl RVAN STAFFORD:  Ri ght .
M5. POLLIO Once you noved onto the site
and get -- enter into the generation facility.
CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.
MR, ACKEN. Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN
Q Ms. Pollio, do you want to provide your overal
conclusions at this point with respect to environnental
conpatibility?
A (Ms. Pollio) Yes, I do want to provide a
summary of environnmental conpatibility.
As we have testified to today, there are no
significant detrinental effects to |l and use or
jurisdiction. No significant or detrinmental effects to
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wldlife, fish, plant life, that are dependent on that.
Simlarly, no detrinmental or significant effects
to scenic historic areas or archaeol ogi cal areas,
recreational facilities. There's no significant or
detrinmental effects associated with the noise emn ssion
| evel s and interference and communi cation signals within
attai nnent areas and will be regulated by Arizona
Departnment of Environnmental Quality, and the water use
wi Il not have detrinmental effects on area wells.
So in my opinion the project is conpatible with
the total environment of the area.
Q Next, I'd like to have you di scuss Exhibit 20.
A (Ms. Pollio) Can you -- there we go. Thank you
very nuch.

Q And, if you would, describe what and why this

A (Ms. Pollio) So yesterday there was -- through
testinony and questions there was di scussi on about
alternative that was proposed by the air permt. There
was al so a question of the inpacts associated wth
al ternative generation on the environnent.

So we did prepare a table that identifies the
primary environnmental inpact areas assessed in the CEC
application. And then we have identified what the
potential inpacts with the alternative generation are.
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Again, we were just trying to give a high-1evel
description of what we see as potential inpacts
associated with alternative generati on scenari os.

So | can go through those one by one or --

Q | think, yeah, summarize themfor the commttee.

A (Ms. Pollio) OCkay. So you can see based on
the simlar -- the sanme footprint. So in general an
alternative generation is going to use the sanme footprint
approved. Therefore, |and use, biol ogical resources, and
cultural resources as well as recreation would have no --
woul d be very equival ent because there it's the sane
footprint.

In addition, there would be no new | ocal
entitlenment if an alternative generati on was proposed.

Visually, the stacks and the heights are really
fromthese distances to receptors are what woul d be
noti ceable, but within the alternative generation we've
di scussed the stack heights woul d not increase, so
therefore the overall inpact is, again, very equival ent
to what we've al ready denonstrated in this case.

Noi se is the sane thing. Sienmens units are
expected to be equivalent. The reciprocating units
typically are housed inside of buildings, which
ultimately result in | ower nunbers in terns of noise
that's emtted because of those encl osures.
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Water, the alternative generation would use the
sane or potentially even | ess water.

And that basically summari zes kind of what we
see as the inpacts associated with that alternative
generation that was included in the proposed air perm:t
appl i cation.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And so just so we're
clear, this is a conparison between the LM5000s.

That's -- that's not -- that's the -- | guess, the
primary.

MS. POLLI O Yes.

CHAI RVAN STAFFORD: And then the
al ternative generation would either be the Sienens or the
RI CE units?

MR ELLIS: Correct.

MR. ACKEN. This is to reflect the
alternative generation options presented in the air
permt application, which as you stated were RICE and a
different type of conbustion turbine, smaller units.

CHW STAFFORD:. Okay. And then -- and |
guess for the air permt purposes it's spelled out what
their emssions are. It says what they are in the
application. | seemto recall that.

MR. ACKEN:. That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: And either way they'd all
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be subject to the sane cap or |imt?

MR. ACKEN. That's right.

CHW STAFFORD: All criteria and pollutants
and whatever they're nonitoring then; correct?

MR. ACKEN. That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, you have a
guestion?

MEMBER FONTES:. Yes, sir. Thank you.

So on land use we're tal king about an
LM6000 45 to 55 negawatts per unit, and the correspondi ng
power house turbi ne packages are generally conpact exact
stack you' re using SCR

On a RICE unit those are five to
20 negawatts per engine, definitely going to require nore
units and a greater lay down size. 1'd say that engine
haul s, enclosures, and all the auxiliaries are different.
And you're probably going to have a different stack. So
explain to ne how those are conparable. [|I'm not
foll owm ng technically.

And did you have a consultation with a
turbi ne provider or an EPC contract on that to backstop
that representation here?

MR. ACKEN. | think I'mgoing to direct
that to M. Ellis initially, and we may recall M. Crabb.

MEMBER FONTES: Bal ance of plant cones to
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m nd too.

MR. ELLIS: Yeah, what I'd like to do is
actually -- 1'd like to have M. Crabb come up and field
those questions. That will be cleanest.

CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease cone join us,

M. Crabb, and I'Il remind you you're still under oath.

MR. ACKEN. And, M. Crabb, do you have a
copy of the latest air quality application in front of
you? Because that m ght be hel pful for you to have.

That woul d be Hearing Exhibit 17.

MR. CRABB: Yes.

Yeah, so |let ne repeat the question, nake
sure | capture the different itens here. Yeah, really
tal ki ng about the difference between reciprocating
engines and md to snall-size aeroderivative turbines.

The short answer to your question, yes, the
specifics of the site | aydown and | ayout do | ook very
different for standal one aeroderivatives as CTG packages
versus reciprocating engines, which typically are
aggregated within industrial buildings and woul d
typically have nmaybe a | ower stack height.

W' ve used a 70-foot stack height for the
air dispersion nodeling, so it sort of stays consistent
wth the visual renderings froma hei ght perspective.
think you're correct that the specific organi zation of
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the site woul d change.

But we're contenpl ating you'd have a
smal l er specific unit footprint, but we have included
fairly significant buffering in our hundred-acre parcel,
and it so could easily fit the sanme nunber of units, sane
capacity with nore smaller units that take a snaller
per-unit footprint versus the larger -- large is
relative, the 50-nmegawatt LM5000s whi ch woul d have fewer
but bi gger footprints, and you generally have |arger --
we' ve included 24-foot through-ways on all sides of the
unit to allow for maintainability. So --

CHW STAFFORD: But for all three of them
the thermal site would be 80 acres of that 1007

MR, CRABB: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: So regardl ess of which
technol ogy you're still going to occupy that 80 acres.
guess so woul d soneone have nore or |ess buffer depending
on the size of the power --

MR. CRABB: Yeah, there's going to be
axillary power. You could see maybe on the recips you'd
put, like, two buildings instead of right now there's a
single unit sort of all in a row you could see a scenario
where the reci ps may have two buil di ngs because, again,
smal |l er, shorter footprints, and they m ght be nore
parallel. So we've already done conceptual design of
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some of those alternatives.

And -- but, yes, the size -- this is the
site disruption, right, of the different |aydown areas as
we' re eval uating them today are conparabl e.

CHWN STAFFORD: (Okay. Menber Fontes, you
had nore questions?

MEMBER FONTES: Yeah. | just wanted to get
It out that -- suss that out a little nore because it
just seened |like a too generic of an answer that we're
going to have probably a larger site footprint, a
di fferent bal ance of plant in terns of where |ike |ube
oil systems there, interconnect auxiliary equipnent than
we woul d on an LM5000O | aydown.

The next itemis the biological resource.

Can | continue, M. Chairman, wth that
one?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, please.

MEMBER FONTES: How would the site | aydown
vary in ternms of distributed equipnent in terns of
| aydowns, stacks, and the distances on that that we
shoul d have thought about for that may be buried for
bi ol ogi cal resource between the LM6000 site |ayout plan
and the RICE units?

MR. ACKEN:. |I'magoing to direct that first
to Ms. Pollio. And then M. Crabb can suppl enent as he
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sees fit.

M5. POLLIG And M. Crabb can al so
confirm

But when we were reviewng this |ast
eveni ng, we were | ooking at the fact that ground
di sturbance for either -- any of these alternatives would
be limted to the 100 acres that is identified in our
appl i cation.

And that is what we based that there would
be -- if it is contained in that 100 acres, then the
bi ol ogi cal inpacts on the ground inpacts would not exceed
that 100 acres with any of the technology. That is how
we cane to that biological conclusion.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you.

But the concern that | just wanted to focus
just for the record, again, is are we going to have to
change any access roads or for the discharge pond on how
that potentially may inpact biol ogical resource you
didn't see anything or you don't see a materi al
di fference for the record here?

M5. POLLIG | do not see a materi al
difference in terns of biological resource if it stays
wi t hin that hundred-acre area.

MEMBER FONTES: Ckay. | didn't have -- |
don't have any additional thoughts unless sonme other
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menber does on cultural resources, but on visual -- and,
again, I'mtrying to capture this for the record -- it
woul d seem | i ke you woul d have a nore conpact visual

i npact on the reciprocating engines, the Wartsila, than
you woul d on LM5000s.

Can you characterize that for the record in
ternms of how exhaust stacks, radiator banks, and the
overall layout would be nore dense on the RICE units
versus the LM6000s for the record.

MR. CRABB: Sure. The -- so if you strip
away the buildings, | guess, right, the recips are -- the
reci procating engines are smaller, you know, think of
them as large truck engines for the benefit of the
record. And generally they' re put in dedicated buil di ngs
and kind of lined up in a row, a certain nunber in a row
to allow for maintainability.

And so visually outside of height it would
look a little nore |ike what we have on the southern end
of the project, right, which is sonme of the supporting
infrastructure and adm nistrative building kind of | ook
nore |ike an industrial warehouse or a series of
i ndustrial warehouses as opposed to standal one turbine
encl osures with a dedi cated stack.

But we have not done detail ed anal ysis of
capturing of all of those recips in a single exhaust
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stack versus nodeling them as separate.

My recoll ection w thout going back to the
text itself is that for the air dispersion nodeling we
did do discrete stack testing fromeach of the stacks,
but we've only done conceptual sort of site |ayout on how
those would sit on the specific project.

There woul d be slight -- yeah, there would
be sone changes to bal ance of plant just given the slight
difference in footprint. So physically where sone of
those adm ni strative buildings, sort of the electrical
| i nes where you woul d have your gas inlet equipnent that
m ght vary because of the change in footprint with
smal | er nore conpact units in a building as opposed to
standal one turbine units. But the -- sort of the total
I npacted | and woul d be conpar abl e.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you.

The next one is noise. Was there in the
nodel i ng any variations that -- we tal ked about that a
little bit, but are -- within this -- | guess in ny
experi ences you have a | ower frequency tonal issue
potentially with RICE units over turbines, especially
aeroderi vati ves.

Was that | ooked at?

And, again, | apologize. | haven't had
time to go in depth through the noise study wthin the
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noi se nodel i ng.

MR. CRABB: W didn't |look at all of the
di fferent specific noise sources or different generation
sources froma noi se nodel i ng perspective. W used that
90-deci bel threshold as sort of an industrial standard as
sort of an area source as opposed to a point source as
was testified earlier.

| think part of the concl usions of that
study was seeing that there was no inpact at those
sensitive receptors. W wouldn't anticipate dramatically
di fferent noi se sources between the generation
t echnol ogi es.

One of the key considerations is plant
staff. And so that's part of where that 90-deci bel
threshold comes from You can't have plant staff wal king
around turbines and have, you know, 115-deci bel noise
because everyone would be deaf. So that's part of what
drives that noise anal ysis.

MEMBER FONTES: |'ve seen point references
be nore effective. And then also on the reciprocating
engi nes what we've seen in the desert is that they tend
to travel further, and I would encourage you to | ook at
how the utilities here have chosen their technol ogi es and
operate them especially we're not as close to an urban
area here, but that |low tonal vibration can have a
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farther, if you will, echoing phenonena on the desert
floor.

So that's a concern that | see as a
variation to your analysis. I'mnot -- I'mnot calling
it out onit. I'mjust saying that you need to probably
check that out a little bit further for the stakehol ders.

Wthout -- with |ooking at the other things
too, you know, if you look at the air quality -- | know
you know this, but can you explain howa RICEis going to
be ow NOx within SCR but it's going to be higher, you
know, VOC, and you're going to have different treatnents,
and you're going to have different chemcals that we're
going to have to handle on a site versus what we already
previously covered with a site |ayout for the LM5000s. |
think that's inportant to capture here.

MR. CRABB: Yeah, |1'd have to go back on
sone of the specific chemcals. | don't want to, you
know, overstate ny engineering capabilities here. | --

VMEMBER FONTES: OCh, cone on.

MR. CRABB: What | wll say is, yeah, we
will have to with any of these generation technol ogi es
neet the relevant best avail able control technol ogy
requi renents and total em ssions and ratable em ssion
rates or em ssion rates -- shouldn't be redundant --
associated with that air permt.
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And part of ny hesitation here is | amnore
experienced with the larger scale grid-connected units.
It really is only over the | ast year where reciprocating
engi nes have becone a tool in the toolkit for this type
of project, which is also why originally we sort of
focused on the LMb0O0O for the grid-connected capacity.

So let me confirmon sonme of the chem cals
and SCR di fferences around the recips. But for avoi dance
of doubt we will satisfy ADEQ requirenents on eni ssions
regardl ess of generation technol ogy.

MEMBER FONTES: | think it's good that you
capture that analysis of alternatives because in ny
personal opinion is the LM6000 is probably a better
application for this given the current market and what
you' re |l ooking to do than the RICE but, again, | want to
capture the air, the noise, the visual inpact for the
public record given sensitivities on those things.

And then water. There's going to be a
difference in terns of a close-looped jacket cycle on a
RICE unit than a turbine. So if you could cover that
just so that we can make sure we cover those key areas.
And that's all | have. | appreciate your tine.

Thank you, M. Chairman, M. Acken, for
i ncl udi ng ne here.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.
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MR. CRABB: No, thank you for the
guestions. And it's good to keep nme honest on the
di fferent applications.

So, yeah, fromthe Sienens will |ook very
simlar. You know, they're just a slightly smaller
aeroderivative turbine.

On the recips you woul d not have the inlet
air conditioning, so, as you acknow edge, there nmay be
sone additional auxiliary water source, but it would
be -- it would likely be a | ower water consunption versus

aeroderi vati ves.

MEMBER FONTES: | think you' ve done an
anal ysis of alternatives here that I'lIl call it in an
engi neering sense, and | want to bring that -- suss that

out here for the public record and why this is the | east
I npact on the environnent. So follow that thread, and |
think that'll inprove that slide for you a little bit.

Thank you for your tine.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

So just to reiterate, on the Exhibit 20
wat er resources it says alternative generation would use
the sane or even less. The Sienens, which are also the
aeroderivative, they would be roughly equivalent to what
the LM6000s woul d do, and the RICE units would have a
slightly | ess water usage.
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MR, CRABB: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: So | just wanted to nake
sure | had that right in ny head.

Menber Little, you had sone questions?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. I'ma little
confused. | thought we had deci ded on the LM6000s and
that's what was going to be in the CEC.

MR. ACKEN. So I'll speak to that, Menber
Little, Chairman Stafford.

So we are trying to be responsive to
committee requests, and so we thought we woul d provide
the analysis. And if it's the commttee's decision, you
know, we certainly wouldn't be opposed to having that
flexibility. And so that could be witten into the CEC

So our original ask in the CEC was for
conmbusti on turbine sinple-cycle conbustion turbines of
58- megawatt nanepl ate capacity, naxi num capacity of 700
nmegawatts for the thermal plant.

The purpose of this exercise was to be
responsive to questions fromthe commttee but also to
show | hope -- the goal was to show that regardl ess of
the alternatives that were presented in the air quality
application for the purposes of this conmttee's review
the analysis and the inpacts are largely the sane.

So if it were the commttee's election to
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say, you know what, in today's high-growth, uncertain
envi ronnent we'd rather you have the flexibility to build
any three of those than cone back to us. W wanted to
provi de an evidentiary record in which you could do so.
That's the purpose of this.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Well, that's
hel pful .

| have in ny length of tine on the |ine
siting commttee | have not been involved in too many
t hermal generation hearings applications. However, |
don't believe |I've ever seen one where it was, well, we
want to build a plant and we want to -- we mght build it
this way and we mght build it that way and we m ght
build it the other way.

MR. ACKEN. Menber Little, you're going to
see nore of it. |'mpreviewi ng you for future cases.
That was not our original ask here. That was not our
original ask here.

But as the case evolved we're, like, well,

present it. But in the interest of full disclosure,

it's -- | think you said it well it's a different tine,
and so you wll be seeing sone different proposals, and
it will be up to the conmttee to decide how they want to

handl e t hose.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Bert, thank you.
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CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Little.

Any nore questions, Menber Little?

No, you're done?

Menber Hill

MEMBER HI LL: Bert, if that is the case,
then I'd like to actually see sone higher |evel of detai

of conparing these. Like, when say the visual resources

woul dn't exceed 70 feet, | nmean, seeing nore stacks in
the di stance nakes a difference sonetinmes. Like, | just
feel like this isn't nuanced enough. | think if you're

just skimmng the surface, sone of this holds weight with
nme.
But if people are going to conme in and say

we want the option of doing these three different things,

| want nore detailed analysis. | want noise analysis for
all three of themside by side. | want height and vi sual
i npacts for all three of themso that we can help -- so

that we can actually see and understand, hey, maybe we
actually don't want this option on the table, but these
ot her two work.

So I just want to suggest that if you're
involved in future cases that you bring it forward in a
way that we can actually understand the spectrum of
options and choi ces and maybe we choose to elimnate one
and | eave two if we have concerns about the inpacts of
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one; right?

MR. ACKEN:. So | really appreciate that
feedback. And certainly I will take it to heart for
future cases.

And |'ve said this as it relates to public
outreach. 1've said it as it relates to individual
resource analyses. Every case is site specific, right?
And so if you have nei ghbors across the street, is this
tabl e going to be adequate? No.

MEMBER HI LL: Good point.

MR. ACKEN. |If your neighbors are 3 mles
away and there's three of them is this adequate when you
have w despread comrunity support? | submt it is.
Qoviously that'Il be your call.

But that would be -- but understand what
you're saying, and | think -- | think in sone ways you're
saying it for other applicants as well is be m ndful of
the | ocation and understand and target it accordingly.
And | get that and under st and.

And that's why, you know, you won't see the
sanme public outreach strategy for every case. | don't
think you woul d see the sanme anal ysis of alternatives for
every case.

"Il go back. This is areally great site
for what it is. Renpbte, existing infrastructure,
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conmunity support, |low water use. And so when you have
all those excellent aspects and attributes, maybe this is
one you say, you know what, we'll give themthat
additional flexibility, but we're going to | ook at each
one on its own nerits.

And so but | understand what you're saying.
But that's why | felt confortable, like, we'll at |east
present it, and you tell us, you know, isn't enough for
now, you know, | get it. But that's -- it's in the
record and you're free to make the decisions as you see
fit with that information.

MEMBER HILL: Okay. |I'Il just add that,
first of all, conplinent you on the place matters
st at enent .

"Il also add that the precedence of doing
a project like this and giving that many alternatives
makes it harder for us to roll it back when the place
really matters. And not to suggest that this place
doesn't matter. | think that there's sone
appropri at eness here.

But | also think that -- | nmean, | think of
cumul ative inpacts. Once you do it in one place people
will feel free to do simlar-type projects in simlar
areas and then the cunul ative i npact.

So I"mjust struggling a little bit wth
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the lack of specificity. | was really glad to hear they
| anded on that |like -- like, first day | anded on LM500O0s,
and | was, |ike, okay, now | know what |'m dealing wth,

and | can evaluate in that context.

So thank you for having the conversation
wth ne.

MR. ACKEN:. Likew se, thank you

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, you had
addi ti onal questions?

MEMBER FONTES: Just kind of a suggestion,
M. Acken.

Your comments in the prehearing kind of
ti pped ne off that they don't know what the supply chain
deci sion was going to be, so that's when | went to the
air dispersion and | started |ooking at the noise, and |
real |y got confused.

So maybe in the prehearing just as a set
the stage tell us that, you know, what are the options,
and then to take it to this slide | think we just keep it
si npl e because you can do anal ysis paral ysis.

| Iike the fact that, you know, they said
reci procating engi nes and aeroderivatives and we just do
a sinple conpari son because that's the nost probable
procurenment that they have.

|"'mdoing this in nmy day job. 1|'mdoing
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exactly -- | ama developer in ny day job just in a
different state, so | have a lot of enpathy. | try to
gui de the questions there for the public just to nake it
bul | et proof based on what | see in parallel universes
"Il say and hope that's added value to you as the
attorney representing these developers in terns of howto
frame it for us.

MR. ACKEN:. 100 percent. Sane comment.
Appreci ate your perspective. | appreciate you raising it
because it did allow us to go through this exercise.

And, yeah, | appreciate the opportunity to
present it. | appreciate your perspective and hope that
it's taken with that in mnd and with what we were trying
to acconplish.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Fontes.

And with that we will be taking a recess
until 2:30. | have a prehearing conference on another
matter to attend. And so with that we are in recess.

(Recess from1:43 p.m to 2:30 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record.

M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

W are at the end of our prepared
testinony. | have just one |ast question for the panel.
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It's directed to M. Ellis, if he has any concl udi ng
t houghts to share with the conmttee at this tine.

MR, ELLIS: Thank you, M. Acken. And I'l]|
reiterate for this conmttee what | was saying at the
beginning is really just to thank you. | want to
personal |y thank you for just the thoroughness.

|'ve always -- this being the fifth tine
t hrough the process -- have been just consistently
i npressed with the great range of questions, the depth of
know edge, and how you require us to denonstrate the
appropri ateness and the quality of the project that we're
bringing forward. So I'll just start off naking that
remarKk.

Hopeful ly over the course of the | ast
coupl e days as you' ve gotten to know the project, you now
see that the first thing I'lIl say that community
engagenent and gai ning the support of the comunity is of
par anount inportance to us. W have spent mnultiple,
mul ti pl e years expl ai ning what our plans are, earning the
trust and support of the community. And hopefully that
is evidenced in the seven letters of support, the letter
of support we have from La Paz County, the unani nous
vot e.

But we also take really seriously making
the project a win. These projects have to go sonewhere,
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and we try to be really thoughtful where we put them
And then when we do plan and develop a project like this
to do it in a sustainable way.

There's a clear need for this project and
these facilities for the state. W need the power and we
need the resources. W already have a major utility that
I's depending on this power for 2028, and it is in their
pl ans.

The -- we have tal ked today about -- and |
want to thank Menber Fontes in particular for suggesting
that we maybe expand the certificate to include a couple
of the original technol ogy options that were in our
application. W heard the argunents for and against, and
we woul d ask for your consideration here, your successful
consideration to give us that additional flexibility.
That's always a good thing. W think that that is in the
public interest. It gives us nore options in the narket.

And because we are nultiple mles fromthe
nearest receptor and the sound and the visual studies
were originally so mnor that we think any variances t hat
we' ve di scussed today would be -- would be really not
nmeasur abl e at the boundary where those inpacts woul d be
felt either visually or on a sound base.

We respect the commttee's concerns about
there being differences and those haven't been
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gquantified. |'mconfident that those vari ances shoul d
they exist are really mnor at those boundaries, but we
respect your decision either way.

We asked for the greater flexibility, but
shoul d you choose in your deliberations that's not been
gai ned today, that it hasn't been denonstrated to your
sati sfaction, we respect your decision either way on that
front.

We have a track record of now buil di ng
really successful projects. And to sunmarize our
position, we think that this project is environnentally
conpati ble. W've done the homework. We've done the
studies. Hopefully you' ve seen fromny coll eagues t hat
we have denonstrated across the various disciplines that
we know what we're doing in all of the functional areas,
and we' ve brought forth a project that is worthy of this
community and worthy of this state, and should we get
your blessing to nove forward, that we'll build it in a
conpetent, in a good way, and it wll be good for the
state and good for the econony and keep our
infrastructure reliable and running in the years to cone.

So with that 1'lIl conclude ny remarks.
Thank you for your time and for the thoughtful questions.

And I'mgoing to hand it back to M. Acken
if there's any final questions, and, if not, then we
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would nove into | think the deliberation period.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, we'll let Bert give a
closing first before we do that.

But | think I'"m 1l ooking at the exhibit
list, and the only two that | have that we haven't
covered yet is Exhibit 6, the wtness sumaries. | think
we've -- they match the testinony that we' ve heard today.
And then the Uilities Division's response letter,

Exhi bit 11.

| think maybe Menber Little would have sone
questions on that.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

MR. ACKEN:. Yes. And | woul d suggest that
t hose questions -- we do have both M. Ellis and
M. Crabb on the panel right now. | guess I'mgoing to
refer to this panel as 2B now that M. Crabb's rejoined
it to answer questions about the Staff report, which,
yes, was nmarked for identification as Hearing Exhibit 11.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q And maybe in the interest, M. Ellis or
M. Crabb, if you could just sumarize for the record
what exactly that docunent is.

A (M. EIlis) So this would be -- I'm |l ooking at
Exhibit 11 now. This is Uilities D vision's response
letter. And, M. Acken, are you asking nme to summari ze
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what that response covered?

Q Two things. First, it's show ng up on the

screen, so thank you to the Peaks team

| f you would, just confirmthat what's show ng
on the screen is Exhibit 11, which is the Staff letter
dated July 27, 2026.

A (M. Ellis) Confirned.

Q And then in the conclusions and reconmmendati ons
on page 3, I'd like you to take a look at the first two
par agr aphs and confirmfor me that their first paragraph
they note that they weren't able to review studies
associated with the thermal plant because those studies
are not conpl ete.

| s that your understandi ng?

A (M. EIlis) That is ny understandi ng.

Q And they had add a recomrended -- well, they
added the next paragraph where they recomended a
condition requiring the applicant to be responsi ble for
any upgrades that are identified in subsequent studies.

Is that a fair characterization of that
par agr aph?

A (M. Ellis) It is.

Q And is that condition contained in our proposed
CEC -- give ne a second. I1'll try to find them

CHWN STAFFORD: Exhibit 2?
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MR. ACKEN:. Thank you. It's been nmarked
for identification as Exhibit 2.
BY MR ACKEN

Q And that woul d be proposed Condition 17.
Proposed Condition 17 reads, "The applicant shall provide
Commi ssion Staff with a copy of the interconnection
agreenents related to the project when executed and
approved by the Western Area Power Adm nistration.”

It goes on to say, "And applicant shall conply
with all requirenments and be responsible for any future
upgr ades necessary."

Is that fair?

A (M. Ellis) That is ny reading of Condition 17,
yes.

Q And so it's your understanding that our proposed
Condition 17 to Hearing Exhibit 2 is responsive to the
Commi ssion Staff's recommendation in Hearing Exhibit 11?

A (M. Ellis) Correct.

Ckay. Thank you.

MR, ACKEN. Ckay. Thank you, M. Chairnan.
And M. Ellis is available to answer any questions about
t hat or anything el se.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have several questions as
shoul dn't surprise anybody.
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The study that has been conpl eted that
identified three -- or upgrades in three | ocations, the
first of which is increasing the size of Harcuvar
substation, and the second two are just nodifications
within two other substations on the WAPA system |'m
assum ng?

MR, ELLIS: Correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That was done in support of
case 236; is that correct?

MR. ELLIS: That work -- are you asking
when the studies were conpleted or are you asking --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. Yes. That's --

MR ELLIS: O are you asking when those --
t hose upgrades woul d be conpl et ed?

MEMBER LI TTLE: No, when the study was

conpl et ed.

MR. ELLIS: So sonme of the studies were
conpl eted under 236. | believe at that tine the system
I npact study may have been conpleted. | can say that at

this point all of the interconnection studies required
for the 400 negawatts, the first phase of project that we
will build, all of those studies are now done, the system
i npact -- the feasibility and systeminpact and the
facilities study. So at this --

MEMBER LI TTLE: And that is -- that is the
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solar --

MR. ELLIS: Storage.

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- plant and the storage,
is that correct, only?

MR. ELLIS: That is -- it is correct.

It also included, Menber Little, should we
add the hundred negawatts of increnental gas capacity
under a surplus interconnection process, that all of the
upgrades that we are maki ng under that 400-nmegawatt L4 A
woul d benefit not only the 300-negawatt PV and the
storage project that is already contracted, but would
al so be able to accommpdate that additional hundred
nmegawatts of generation should it cone online.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So you're telling ne that
the studies that have been already been conpleted
assunme -- have -- because nodeling solar is very
di fferent than nodeling thermal or nodeling peaking
generati on when you're doing the studies.

And so you're telling nme that the work that
WAPA has done to date includes that 100-negawatt ther nal
in addition to the 300-nmegawatt sol ar/ BESS?

MR, ELLIS: Yes. So there's a yes and a
no. Let ne tell you the no part first.

So, no, that study for the additional
hundred negawatts has not been conpleted yet. [|'m
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of fering you ny professional judgnent that when that
study is done that there will be nothing required because
of the upgrades that we are making. But that study stil
needs to be conpleted by WAPA

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Are there any other
utilities that conme in and out of that substation or is
it just a WAPA substation?

MR ELLIS: | want to nmake sure |
under st and your questi on.

Are there any other utilities comng into
t hat substation?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Into or out of it, yeah,
but any other -- transm ssion |ines that are owned by any
other utilities than WAPA that cone in and out of that
substati on.

MR, ELLIS: So if we're tal king about the
Har cuvar 230kV substation --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

MR. ELLIS: -- there is an APS transm Ssion
line that cones out of that substation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

MR, ELLIS: 1'd want to verify that on the
map if we -- | mean, |'m90 percent plus. |If we can pul
it up on the map for everyone to look at it, | can give
you a verification of it or even | can | ook at -- thank
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you.

CHW STAFFORD: It | ooks there's a Central
Arizona Water Conservation District 115kV Iine com ng out
of the or going into the Harcuvar substation as well.

MR. ACKEN. M. Ellis, to Chairman
Stafford's point, the placenat and the general nmaps do
show that is a CAWCD transm ssion line that al so connects
at Harcuvar. 1'd ask if it's your understandi ng or
M. Crabb's understanding that that transm ssion |line
exists to serve CAWD punpi ng stations along the --

MR, ELLIS: Thank you. | was going off of
menory, so | had -- the portion | had to correct it
wasn't just WAPA, but | mslabeled the utility. Thank
you.

CHW STAFFORD: So there is not an APS
line?

MR ELLIS: Right.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Do you know whet her
this project has been included in any of the regional
studi es, not just a WAPA system study?

MR. ELLIS: Yeah, great question. So as
part of the interconnection process, we have to do what
are called affected system studies. You're probably
famliar with this, and it's probably why you are asking
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t he questi on.

Al of the affected system studies, so we
have to |l ook at not only the inpact to the WAPA system
but then also the potential inpacts to other utilities.
Al of themare done with the exception of one. There is
a CAl SO affected system study that is right now about to
kick off and is going to be conpleted right nowin the
Novenber tine frame.

Bri ght Night, we have the ability with
PLEXOS nodel s to actually go and | ook at what we think
will be the predicted outcones of those affected system
studies, so we've already ran with our internal in-house
experts what the outcones.

We do not forecast that there's going to be
anything that conmes fromthat. But SCE, which is the
affected utility, will need to validate that.
mentioned that it's a CAISO, but it will ultimately fal
to SCE to verify these results, and we'll have those
results in Novenber. But already we have confidence that
that there's going to be nothing that is concluded from
t hat study, no inpacts.

CHWN STAFFORD: And "SCE" stands for?

MR. ELLIS: Southern --

CHW STAFFORD: Sout hern California Edison.

MR ELLIS: Yes.
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CHW STAFFORD: Just making sure.

MR ELLI'S: Thank you.

(Court reporter clarification.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little, please
pr oceed.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And that CAI SO
study involved 400 negawatts of phase 1; correct?

MR ELLIS: You broke up.

CHWN STAFFORD: You cut off there for a
second. You've got to ask your question again, please.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

The study that you're speaking of that --
the CAI SO study is just for the 400 negawatts of phase 1;
Is that correct?

MR. ELLIS: That is correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Have you -- you nentioned
that you have done in-house PLEXOS nodel studi es.

Have you done that for the thermal plant?

Have you run those?

MR ELLIS: W actually have | ooked at the
i mpact of adding the additional thermal generation
station and what we think is -- what we think wll be
required.

The first thing | can say is that system
upgrades will be required to accommpdate the additional
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600 negawatts of operational capacity. The 700 negawatts
of namepl ate, 600 negawatts of operati onal capacity wll
requi re an upgrade.

This is not nmy discipline, so |I'mrelaying
to you ny understanding of the results that have been
perforned by other BrightN ght team nenbers. But
generally | understand it to be a conplete upgrade from
Parker to Liberty of WAPA' s 230kV system and that
upgr ade woul d be on the order of probably 100,
$120 mllion is the high-level estimate.

So I'"'mable to sunmari ze ny under st andi ng
of what that would be. That woul d be an upgrade that
woul d take WAPA, were we to undertake that, nmultiple
years to conplete and would -- that transm ssion system
upgr ade woul d probably be conpleted in the call it 2032
time franme. So it's kind of prospective looking. It's a
five- to six-year horizon fromwhere we stand here today.

So you've asked the question, and that's
the best answer | can offer you. But | think it's
reasonably cl ose.

VEMBER LI TTLE: From Parker to where? 1|'m

sorry.
MR. ELLIS: From Parker to Liberty.
MEMBER LI TTLE: To Liberty. Okay.

MR ELLIS: Yep. And that does not --
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MEMBER LI TTLE: And then if --

MR.  ELLIS: That does include the affected
systems. And so that's the effect on WAPA's system And
| don't know that we've done the additional affected
system studi es beyond that.

But we woul d have to go obviously through
all that and satisfy all that before we were ever all owed
to connect the additional capacity just |ike we're doing
now. W are just concluding the process on determ ning
all of the effects of the 400. And we're very close to
bei ng done with that process, but we still have to do it
for the additional generation we've tal ked about here
t oday.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah, for the record, would
you tell us why the delay in getting the system i npact
study done before you cone to us?

MR. ELLIS: | want to make sure |
under stand t he questi on.

Wiy the delay on the in-house study before

what ?
MEMBER LI TTLE: Before coming to us for a
CEC.
MR. ELLIS: W have done --
MEMBER LI TTLE: Wiy is --
MR. ELLIS: W have done the --
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Wy --

MR. ELLIS: |'mconfused. W have done the
i n- house st udy.

CHW STAFFORD: | believe she's not asking
about the in-house study. She's asking about WAPA's --
the interconnection study that WAPA' s going to do.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. Yes.

MR ELLI'S: Wiy have we not conpleted that
study before com ng to you?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

MR. ELLIS: M. Crabb | believe wanted to
take a stab at that, and I'Il allow himto go first,
pl ease.

MR. CRABB: Yeah. And it m ght be useful
to go to R22 in the presentation, which --

CHWN STAFFORD: Exhibit 5.

MR. CRABB: -- which outlines the different
I nterconnection strategies. So as we've tal ked about the
different phases in the project, the two new
applications, which wll go through the additional study
process with WAPA, are the | ong-term expansi on
opportunities for the project.

The surplus interconnection application is
a discrete application where as WAPA has studi ed
400 negawatts of injection into their broader system a
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surplus interconnection allows you to connect additional
generati on behind those initial studies, but prohibits
you from exporting nore than what was studi ed.

And so the market solution that we can
bring to bear given this surplus interconnection process
allows us to bring capacity online in an accel erated
fashi on and then expand the project as we conduct
addi ti onal studies by nature of the third and fourth rows
on the table on R22.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. | guess what | was
| ooking for is that we are hearing that -- | mean, those
of us who have done these kinds of studies understand
that they're very conplex and, you know, you're not
| ooking at just a small area. You're looking at a pretty
sophi sti cated system dependi ng how far you go with it.

And they're conplicated, they' re not cheap
to run, and they take tinme and that the applicant is
general | y dependent upon others to do those studies. And
" massumng that that is the case here, that you can't
just ask WAPA to do it and have themturn it around in a
nont h.

MR, ELLIS: Yeah, let ne just build on what
M. Crabb has said. W have -- with our current
application before you we have near-term opportunities
that we -- should we gain your favorable vote today there
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are near-termcapacity solutions that we'll be able to
bring to the market within just a few years' tinme franme
wi th your approval today, right.

One of them would be an additional hundred
nmegawatts of gas. And M. Crabb has described also a
scenari o where we could bring an additional 300 negawatts
onto our 400-nmegawatt connection should a utility be
I nt erest ed.

| would say the very high interest would be
the hundred megawatts, but it could be up to 400 on a
near-term basis layering on top of the solar and the
battery.

As we have discussed a few tines throughout
these proceedings, it is expensive, it is difficult, it
I's cunbersonme for everyone to cone back to the apple
multiple times, right. W have -- when we devel op these
projects, we -- I'll give you an exanple. W went before
La Paz County to seek their approval for 600 negawatts
because in our industry getting -- clearing these hurdles
is really significant. It gives us the confidence to
continue to invest and devel op know ng that we have the
county's approval, know ng that we have our approval.
These things are iterative.

When we neet with utility custoners, they
eval uate the project that we have on the basis of the
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permts that we have, and it's entirely possible that
wth your approval -- | nmean, the utility planning cycle
for projects of this size is many, many years.

And so if we -- one of the things we woul d
do com ng out of these proceedings is w'll be able to
then submt responses to SRP and APS as they seek to add
the resources, and we can show them that we have a county
permt and that we have a state permt and that the rest
of the process is honestly adm nistrative, right.

Goi ng through the process with WAPA on the
i nterconnection, APS has its own transm ssion consultants
that can evaluate the grid just like we did. W're
reasonably confident of what that's going to be. And so
when they | ook at this opportunity, they can | ook at it
and say this is a high quality opportunity, it is
substantial ly deri sked.

To your point, Menber Little, it's not
100 percent risk free. W haven't finished that system
I npact study that we have to do, but it's possible that
In the next round we woul d be selected on the basis of
having the what we'll call the thunbs-up, thunbs-down
di scretionary permts, right.

And so it just helps for nultiyear
pl anning, which is really inportant for the utilities and
it's inportant for it. I'msorry to be | ong-w nded here

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il  08/04/2026 424

but I"'mtrying to explain why it's a prudent deci sion.
The county's already supported it.

| f we gain your support, it then el evates
this project as a quality project that the utilities can
get behind, and that's hel pful to the nultiyear planning
regine that we're in when we're grow ng at such a fast
rate. Utilities need these kinds of projects. They can
| ook at them and sel ect them and know wi th high
confidence they're going to be successful.

"Il pause there, but you' ve asked a very
t houghtful question, and | want to explain why | think
it's inportant and hel pful and prudent to approve this
opportunity or this proposal because of the benefits that
it brings to state.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | appreciate what you have
said and how you've articulated it.

My problemis this: There are several
findings that nake statenents about reliability of the
system And w thout sone kind of confirmation, and
historically that confirmation has cone from Staff,
dependent upon the abilities of Staff to tell us, yes, we
reviewed the studies that have been done and you can say
that the systemw |l remain reliable

W thout that kind of assurance, because |
don't -- although | would |ove to see them | don't have
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the ability to -- or I"mnot given the opportunity to
review the studies in any way, shape, or form | have to
listen to what others say and take what they say.

And | don't know quite how to put this, but
I've reached a point where |I can no |onger say that. And
so the | anguage may need to change a little in -- or
may suggest that the | anguage change a little in sone of
the -- in the --

CHWN STAFFORD: Fi ndings of fact and
concl usi ons of | aw?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: What about if you were to

see the interconnection study?

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would have to see the
i n-house study that was done. | feel confortable with
the phase 1 -- well, | think I feel confortable with the

phase 1 study.

As | said, thermal is nodeled very
differently than renewabl es, than solar is, because it
cones on the systemdifferently, but |I feel pretty
confortable with that. You know, and |I'm not saying that
anybody is not telling me the truth and you guys have not
| ooked at it and that you don't feel confortable and that
the condition that we put in there would, you know,
obligate the applicant to foll ow whatever direction,
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what ever upgrades need to be nmade and pay for them

" mjust saying that | cannot personally
say as a professional engineer that the systemwl|
remain reliable if this project is put online.

MR. ELLIS: Menber Little, if I --

MEMBER LI TTLE: That doesn't nmean |' m goi ng
to vote against the project. It just nmeans that |
cannot --

CHW STAFFORD: I n good faith make that
statement. Ckay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD:. Quick question, though.

M. Ellis, you said that the in-house study
is conplete?

MR, ELLIS: W've -- yeah, so our
transm ssion interconnection team has done an in-house
study. You know, I'mnot sure if that's in a report
format |i ke sonething we could package up and send to you
all. They've done the anal ysis.

| would |ike the opportunity also to -- |
think I understand sonme of the concerns that Menber
Little has, and | would like to speak to them but 1"l
wait first to answer your question, Chairman Stafford.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. \What would it take to
provide that to Menber Little?
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MR ELLIS: Yeah, so we need an opportunity
to -- | need an opportunity to consult wth our
transm ssion nodel er and just circle back to you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. That sounds --
that's fair.

MR. ELLIS: Yeabh.

CHW STAFFORD: | think you can do that at
our next break.

MR. ELLIS: You bet.

CHWN STAFFORD: Did you have an additional
question, Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: O | guess ny question to
you would be if you were to see that study, would that
assuage your fears and allow you to make -- to sign on to
a docurment making a statenment that you currently have
aver sions to?

MEMBER LI TTLE: | --

CHW STAFFORD: Possi bly, depending what it
says?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah. And if | were given
alittle bit of time to digest it.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | do have a coupl e of other
guesti ons.
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One is it sounds like if that upgrade from
Parker to Liberty is necessary, the tine is alittle --
there's a little disconnect there with when you plan to
have the thermal plants online.

s that a problem do you think, or how
woul d you deal with that?

MR ELLIS: So I'mgoing to -- | think I''m
going to answer this in a few parts.

Some of that thermal plant can cone online
in the relative near term The -- we've discussed how
100 negawatts can cone online in the near term It could
be as early as 2028. More realistic would be 2029 at
this point.

The additional capacity, the 700-negawatt
system di scussed here, so the additional 600 negawatts,
sone of that capacity could be added under the existing
LA A in a surplus capacity perspective as M. Crabb has
descri bed.

The additional capacity beyond that woul d
have to wait for that 2031, 2032 network upgrade to be
conpleted. That's not unusual at all in my experience,
and | see Menber Fontes noddi ng his head.

You know, addi ng resources --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Me too.

MR ELLIS: Adding resources of hundreds of
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nmegawatts of thermal capacity just requires tine. It
requires -- | mean, in many cases -- or | think we're
really tal king about here in many cases the transm ssion
capacity exists, and sonetinmes it doesn't.

And but | will say that we're responding to
utility RFPs right now, and the | ast response that we
were | ooking for we're | ooking for 2029, 2030 online
dates. The next one that cones out this com ng year wl |
be the utilities will back that up a year.

SRP, for exanple, is procuring -- well, |I'm
tal ki ng about APS. APS just cane out with an a RFP in
whi ch they were | ooking for resources for '29, '30, and
"31. SRP cane out with an RFP for resources in 2031 and
2032. So they're actually | ooking for resources that are

within the very tine frane that you're tal king about.

So there's nothing unusual. |It's actually
very standard, and, again, this is why | feel I|ike
it's -- it is entirely appropriate to be approving

resources that have an online date in the future. That's
one way of addressing | think your very reasonable
concer n.

The other thing | would say here is that
you and | think all of the nenbers of the comrittee can
have very high confidence that WAPA knows what its doing.
So if | understand your concern to be that Conmm ssion
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Staff, ACC Staff have not | ooked yet at a conpl eted
system i npact study and concurred with the findings, |
understand your reservation to be that since the study
has not been done and the Staff has not kind of issued
their consent that there is a concern about offering the
approval .

And | would -- if | have understood that
correct, | would sinply say that | have trenendous
respect that when we go through the WAPA study process,
that they're going to correctly identify what the
upgrades are going to be, and then don't forget that we
have a secondary check on that, which is we have to go
through all the affected systens.

| nmean, all of the utilities they operate
fromthe sane base nodel, and then that nodel gets
updated every year with the new transm ssion and the new
generation that gets added. And so everybody is
continuously working on the nodel. And if there's ever
an error, the other utilities catch it. So they're al
doi ng their checks.

And so we -- | just want to encourage us
all to have confidence that when those studies cone out,
they're going to be done and they're going to be correct.
And there's not going to be sonething that will have been
m ssed in your granting this approval before ACC Staff
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has reviewed the results from WAPA.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Ellis, I'mwell aware
of that. And | have conplete faith in WAPA and the ot her
utilities that are doing the studies. | have faith in
your studi es.

What | don't -- what | cannot do is nake a
statement based on studi es that have not yet been done.
And | have conplete faith that WAPA will not allow you to
make interconnect into their systemif it's going to
cause probl ens.

However, as | said, it boils down to ny not
being able to make a statenent based on studies that have
not yet been done.

And with that, | wll leave it.

MR. ELLIS: Understood. And it sounds to
nme |ike there may be a nodification to | anguage that you
want to see, so we just have to take a | ook at that. But
| understand your reservation. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: And then you're going to
circle back about the in-house study?

MR ELLIS: Yep.

CHW STAFFORD: Correct? M. ElIlis?

MR, ELLIS: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Excellent.

MR ELLIS: Yes.
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CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, you have a
guestion?

MEMBER FONTES:. | did.

| was just wondering if your intended
of ftake is WAPA or a public power preference power
customer or is it APS, SRP, TEP contractually?

MR ELLIS: Yeah, thank you, Menber Fontes.

It would be the latter. WAPA has nenbers
and WAPA exists mainly to provide the transmssion to
support the hydro resources. But WAPA is generally not
in the business with going out and addi ng new generati on.

So the utilities that we woul d be seeking
to secure offtake would be the maj or | oad-serving
entities in Arizona principally, but also in the
sout hwest, but nost |ikely Arizona.

MEMBER FONTES: | did not intend to set you
up. |'ve led project finance for WAPA on transm ssion
finance for 10 years prior to serving on this commttee.
That's unrelated. So thank you for that.

My question was nore on a rate pancake, how
that's going to |l ook at you conmmercially for offtake.

Are you intending that the offtaker -- APS,
SRP, TEP -- assune that rate pancake --

MR ELLIS: Oh, yeah, yeah.

MEMBER FONTES: -- fromover to TEP?
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MR ELLIS: Yeah, let nme -- | was i1 nvol ved

in the PPA discussion with SRP, and so | et ne descri be

how we structured that, which I think will answer your
question and will answer the question about future
phases.

And so typically it can be handled in two
ways. You already know I'mgoing to tell you, | think
what you al ready understand is we -- we have to go out
and secure the point-to-point transm ssion service from
t he Harcuvar point of interconnection to wherever SRP or
APS mi ght be picking up the power.

In the case of phase 1, that pickup for SRP
Is Liberty substation. So we went out and secured a
poi nt-to-poi nt agreenent for the delivery of power from
Harcuvar to Liberty, which is maybe 40 m | es of
transm ssion line on WAPA's system So we are
purchasing, if you will, transm ssion rights on WAPA' s
system

And then upon C.OD. we wll hand that
poi nt -t o-poi nt agreenent over to SRP. That's a
negoti ated point. W could have structured it in such a
way where we hung onto that transnission service, but it
was -- that was their preference was to take over that
|l eg, and so we could do it either ways. And we typically
W ll structure it based on the needs and the preferences
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of our -- of the offtaker.

Did | answer --

MEMBER FONTES: Can you tal k about how t hat
i npacts affordability? Because it gets back to
soci oecononi ¢ i npact on how that -- you know, the
of ftake's structured.

MR. ELLIS: Yeah.

MEMBER FONTES: And the reason | want to
suss that out a little bit is because there's only one
ot her peaker project for an i ndependent power project, so
you're going into an area that you would be unique in the
state.

MR ELLIS: Yeah, there is -- | appreciate
the know edge that's behind the question that you ask.

W -- the best way | can answer the
affordability question is the only way we win the right
to build these projects is to be conpetitive on our rate
of power inclusive of the pancake fee that you're
referring to.

So we're conpeting agai nst other projects
in some cases that are connected to the host utility's
transm ssion systemthat doesn't have that pancake cost,
and so we have to find a way through our creativity and
in cost of capital to still be conpetitive.

And so from an end user perspective it's
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not going to -- the only way the utility custoners w ||
end up purchasing this power is if we're the cheapest or
one of the cheapest that are on the docket despite that
pancake fee that you're referring to.

MEMBER FONTES: And just for the record and
for the court reporter here, can you defi ne pancake?

And | apol ogize, | tend to get wonky in
power econom c ternms here.

MR, ELLIS: Yeah. For the record a pancake
charge in this context is when you have to pay for a |leg
of transm ssion to get your power fromits point of
generation to the purchasing utility's transm ssion
system

CHW STAFFORD: And so | was going to ask
about that too. So you're talking about the wheeling
charge because right now you're going to generate power,
and it's going to go into the Harcuvar substation, which
Is part WAPA's system

And then it's going to have to be
transmtted through WAPA' s system sonewhere to SRP' s
system and there's a cost for noving the power from
Harcuvar to Liberty.

And that's what the pancake we're talking
about, right, Menber Fontes?

VMEMBER FONTES: Yes, sir.
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So, for exanple, transm ssion service
agreenents are usually cost out of nmegawatt nonths. So,
for instance, $2 on the WAPA system because it is a
rate-based, which is no return on equity, strip, and a
mar ket - based rate, which APS, SRP, and TEP have, is nore
al ong the lines of 14.

And forgive ne if |I'mdated. WMaybe
M. Ellis can correct ne. |'ve been working in SPP
lately, so in ERCOT |'mnot as up to speed on that as |
shoul d be here.

MR, ELLIS: Yeah, it's -- yeah, | agree
wth everything you say. |In sone cases it can add
anot her 15 to 20 percent of your cost of power, and so
you have to -- you know, when you're delivering from out
of system and it happens all the tinme, this is not --
we're certainly not the first. W're not going to be the
| ast where we have a project where we are going to have
to pay transm ssion service and this pancake wheeling fee
to be successful.

But we've al ready denonstrated that success
on phase 1. W already have very credible interest for
an additional hundred nmegawatts of the thermal plant,
whi ch we' ve descri bed, and we believe the needs are
significant and so great that all quality projects are
going to be built.
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Certainly the first ones to be built wll
be within a utility's network, but ultimately the state
and all of the utilities are going to need to avail
t hemsel ves of the quality near-term opportunities that
exi st because when -- when those go away, we're going to
be in this cycle where we're nore on a seven to eight to
10-year planning cycle because the transm ssion capacity
doesn't exist.

The reason we're noving forward with these
opportunities is because the grid is getting absorbed.

MEMBER FONTES: | had a second rel ated
guestion just to follow up on the |line of questioning of
Menmber Little just to help out the teamhere of ny fell ow
menbers.

| just |ooked up -- |I cheated. | |ooked up
at the WAPA 10-Year Plan, and it's actually the
Par ker - Bouse- Li berty 230kV project on their 10-year
capital plan. And | |ooked in the financials. And right
now it's forecasted to go in service in 4 of '28.

| personally would add two years to that,
so | appreciate your looking at that in ternms of base
case and, if you will, downside case. | won't call it
wor st case in ternms of deliverability on that upgrade.

But this gets back to the issue of the
units on the generation. |If -- fromny know edge of the
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sector, if you place orders in right now, you' re probably
| ooking at a '29, '30 delivery for your first delivery
into '31, '32, so | kind of think that matches on how
you' re planning your -- your transm ssion with the
delivery of your units.

But can you conplete that thought for nme --
as you know, I'min the sector -- on how you see your
negoti ati ons, because you're doing the Pin the EPC, and
you're going to have to have a |lot of innovations with a
|l ot of tier 1 EPC contractors who are not going to give
you LDs, |iquidated damages, schedul ed damages in this
current environnent. And that negotiation from ny
experience is taking | onger for tier 1 | PP operators.

And so how is your timng with respect to
t hat ?

And the genesis of nmy question is when we
get to the CEC and we start tal king about dates and how
this is going to be allowable for construction, how do we
adjust that for the realities of the current market given
your transm ssion systens inpacts that Menber Little
is -- the -- the -- the way the supply chain is that
M. Acken characterized on your behalf in terns of
procurenent in the EPC negotiati on.

So think about that in terns of informng
us so that we can nmake a fair assessnent on those dates
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for you. There's sone dates that are referenced in that
CEC.

So just sonething to think about. Not
necessarily a question to answer right now.

MR, ELLIS: Thank you.

Yeah, | think what you're describing is
sone conplexity, and that's the world we live in. W

have to be effective.

And you're shake -- you're -- you're -- are
you -- you were shaking your head. | wasn't sure --
MEMBER FONTES: [I'mtrying to be hel pful
her e.
MR ELLIS: =-- if you were agreeing wth

the statenent or disagreeing.

MEMBER FONTES: -- |'m absolutely trying to
be hel pful here.

MR, ELLIS: Oh, okay.

MEMBER FONTES: Yes, sir.

MR ELLIS: GCkay. Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: One at a tine, please.

MEMBER FONTES: No further questions,
M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Any nenbers have questions?

Menber Const ock.
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chai rman, thank you.

If I my, | would |like to go back to the
natural gas pipeline that will provide the fuel to your
pl ant .

Do you know what the operational pressure
of that gas line will be and the size of the pipe?

MR. CRABB: W do have a specification on
that, but | would have to | ook up the nunber.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: And | believe you
understand the conplexity of that in that the
pressuri zation or the maxi num al |l owabl e operati ng
pressure of that pipeline classifies it as a distribution
or atransmssion |line, and the contract operational and
mai nt enance requirenents for that wll be significantly
di fferent.

And as you indicated, the -- you would be
contracting out the operational practice of that
pi peline. So as you nove fromdistribution pipelines to
transm ssion lines, the limt of contractors who run
those types of pipelines dimnishes. And | just want to

make sure that was on the record and that you understood

t hat .
What's the delivery pressure to the units
inside the -- for the generators?
MR CRABB: |I'mtrying to | ook up the
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nunber for you here on the aeroderivatives. Qbviously
the | ateral would be designed for that --

VMEMBER COVSTOCK: Ri ght.

MR. CRABB: -- pressure plus a nargin,
which is satisfied by the lateral -- existing |ateral
i ne pack, but |et ne get you the exact nunber.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Sure. As you're
| ooking -- I'Il try to keep tal king while you keep
| ooki ng.

MR. CRABB: Keep going.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: In the State of Arizona
t hey conduct an interstate annual pipeline safety audit
fromthe -- or the offices of the Arizona Corporation
Conmmi ssion Ofice of Pipeline Safety, they'l|l cone out
and take a |l ook at that |ateral each year and check for
the operational safety practices required by PHVSA in the
State of Arizona.

Do you know if you'll be putting the neter

set and the reqgulator station inside the fence |line of

the systemor wll it be outside so that downstream of
the operational -- downstream of the neter set will be
your pipe -- technically your pipe?

MR. CRABB: U timtely Kinder Myrgan wll
determ ne the line tap specifications. Qur expectation
is the nmeter will be within their right-of-way. And then
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we woul d own everything up and to -- frombasically their
right-of-way to the gas project thenselves. But we have
not gone through the detail ed physical interconnection
process given their backlog and sone of the tineline
conversations that we've had.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So as a rem nder, the
jurisdiction of the state Corporation Conm ssion all ows
themto go up to the inlet of the neter set. And so if
it's inside the fence line, that allows themto go inside
of your facility in order to conduct an inspection.

And so | just wanted to make sure that was
clear and for the record. |Is that --

MR. CRABB: That's ny understanding. And
part of why we typically in our projects put that neter
line as close to their facility as possible. It neans
|l ess work for them W take nore of that responsibility.
And it avoids sonme of the shared facilities and shared
access agreenents and risks associated, which |I think you
are touching on.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Ckay. Thank you.

And then if | missed this over the |ast
coupl e of days, | apol ogi ze.

What type of fire suppression do you have
on the units?

MR. CRABB: | don't know specific
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characterizations of the systemand the nozzles. It wll
nmeet NFPA requirenents. W are currently siting a
water -- a dedicated water tank for fire suppression.

There m ght be two on the site plan given the different

phases.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So it wll not be foam
it will be water?

MR. CRABB: That's the current plan,
correct.

VMEMBER COVMSTOCK: Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

CHW STAFFORD: While we're on the topic of
gas, they're going to build a new lateral if -- when is

that anticipated to be conpl et ed?

| nmean, because obviously you can't run the
plant without the -- until the lateral gets built.

MR. CRABB: Right. It will match the
tinmelines of the generation. And, again, where it cones
down to phases, whether we overbuild a single lateral or
build two in parallel, those decisions sort of depend on
timng associated with everything we've di scussed.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And even if the
| ateral was in existence today, would you be constrained
by the ability to get fuel through that lateral until the
second interstate pipeline gets built?
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Are there gas capacity issues that would
limt the operations of the plant until that second |line
gets built?

MR. CRABB: Not as of today. W haven't
fully executed the firmdelivered service agreenent that
we di scussed yesterday, but are in negotiations with a
nunber of |arge global commobdities traders that do the
shi ppi ng and bal anci ng and scheduling to the plant
itself. We are not planning to secure firmtransport as
of this nonent.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Yeah, because ny
understanding is that the gas capacity comng into
Arizona is fully subscribed, so you' re getting it -- so
basically the gas -- you're buying the gas from scal pers?

s that kind of what |'m hearing?

MR. CRABB: Maybe I'Il object to the tenor
of that.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | firmy object to that.

MR CRABB: It's -- yeah, the gas -- so the
firmtransport is -- is generally fully subscribed. That

is typically a set of parties that take | ong-term
commitnments on the gas pipeline in order to build that
infrastructure, those parties often -- there's a --
there's different types of parties. You have oil and gas
conpani es that buy capacity in order to export what they
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drill.

You have utilities or cities and
muni ci palities that have to serve gas |oad, and so they
procure firmtransport for their uses.

And there is a fairly robust marketplace of
commodity traders and shi ppers who nmanage i ndustrial |oad
and | arge, you know, point |loads |like a gas plant. So
those are parties that we will contract with to deliver
the comodity for this project.

CHWN STAFFORD: And there's -- you have
access to enough of that that it would not constrain the
operation of the plant?

MR. CRABB: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MR. CRABB: | will make one other note.
There is a world dependi ng on the physical nature of the
of ft ake agreenment where the custoner is actually
responsi ble for bringing in the gas.

And so we didn't talk too nmuch about that
nuance, but we are planning to bring a solution to a
potential custonmer, but they could tell us, no, we wll
use our own gas scheduling and our own firmtransport to
support the dispatch of the unit.

CHW STAFFORD: For exanple, SRP or APS is
fully capable of doing that as well.
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MR, CRABB: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: So instead of using the gas
to run their plants they can say, hey, we going to send
sone to you guys. It's going to cone out of there.

MR. CRABB: They manage an entire book on
this pipeline and future expansion pipelines, and that
way they can optimze what they have commtted to froma
firmtransport perspective and maxim ze the utilization
of that capacity.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

Menber Fant, you had a question?

MEMBER FANT: No, just a note.

On the Kinder Mrgan pipeline that goes
across the southwestern U. S., Southern California Edison
and the gas conpany Southern California Gas, holds
substantial firmrights, but they don't use themall.

But they've been hol ding them anyway for years. So |
think that's the capacity they're working wwth. And they
w il work deals. But they continue to hold the firm

ri ghts even though they don't use them

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: M. Chairman, just one
other point. 1In the industry the jargon is hedgi ng.

CHW STAFFORD: Not scal pi ng?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Not scal pi ng.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il  08/04/2026

And it is not unusual for end users to
hedge supply to help nodern or mnimze the cost
dependi ng on when you buy the supply or the season that
you buy the supply. So that's a solid way to provide the
fuel to the plant.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah. | know the |ocal
utilities have -- they constantly tout their hedging
pl ans for fuel costs.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: That's right.

CHWN STAFFORD:. So, Menber Little, you have
a question?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, M. Chairman.

s nowthe tinme to ask questions as | go
t hrough the application to make sure everything is
covered that | noted?

CHW STAFFORD: | think so. | have sone of
my own to do that has well.

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: Before we do that, | was --
well, we had -- well, we don't have it on the screen
anynore, the Slide R22 from Exhibit 5. | know we've
tal ked about this several tinmes. [I'mjust trying to make
sure | -- because we've tal ked about the -- and | nade
noti ce about the capacity on the lines for the exports
are -- you have the first line, which is going to carry
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the -- it has 300 -- it's the 300 negawatts of sol ar
storage can go on that, and you have 100 negawatts
avai l abl e for gas. And then the second |ine would be for
the 600 negawatts of gas, the operating capacity, not the
nanmepl ate capacity; right?

MR. CRABB: The way you just articul ated
that woul d be nanepl ate because you have 100 on the
surplus and 700 --

CHW STAFFORD: You're right. That's
right. That's right. That's what naneplate -- and then
so the interconnection requests, these are -- is that
nanepl ate or operating?

MR CRABB: It is a naxinmum export
condition, so they don't -- they don't really
di stinguish. But if we -- you can't export nore than
what that obligation is. So we do have circunstances in
ot her projects where the export |limtation is |ower than
t he nanmepl ate capacity because the periods of the year or
the days -- the hours that this capacity is nbost needed
I's generally around peak sumrer hours where your
performance is | ow and that's how we woul d cont act
capacity.

But the WAPA or the grid operator doesn't
specify -- doesn't distinguish between what capacity
we're requesting. They study at that condition and make
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sure that it achieves their reliability thresholds in
order to allow us to connect to the grid.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. | see you've got the
original interconnection requests, the solar storage
400 negawatts. That was the 236 -- wasn't it originally
pl anned as a 400 negawatt sol ar plus storage?

MR ELLIS: It was.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And so then it got
changed, so you -- but you can -- if your interconnection

is for -- if they studied for 400, you could still put
300 and there's no issue with that; correct?

MR ELLIS: Yeah, we can put 300. At sone
point if we didn't use it, we would have to give it up.
But it's not unusual to do phases.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. And so that -- that
400 you're al nost ready for that interconnection with
WAPA for that one? You've identified -- and the upgrades
wll allow for 400 nmegawatts, not just the 300 that's the
sol ar and storage?

MR, ELLIS: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: And that will be -- you
anticipate that to be online in '27?

MR, ELLIS: ' 28.

CHW STAFFORD: First quarter of '28?

MR, ELLIS: May of '28.
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CHW STAFFORD: Pardon?

MR. ELLIS: May of 2028.

CHW STAFFORD: Second quarter?

MR, ELLIS: Second quarter.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. And then what's
the time franme again for the LG A for that original
I nt erconnection request?

MR ELLIS: Wien will we execute the LA A?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. \Wen is that
anti ci pat ed?

MR. ELLIS: That would be within the next
t hree nont hs.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. And then once that
occurs, then you'll start working on the surplus part;
correct?

MR ELLIS: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. And then you
al so have two ot her pending interconnection requests, one
for 400, one for 500 submtted to WAPA; correct --

MR, ELLIS: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: -- with additional gas?

Al'l right. Now those two, is that -- are
they nmutual ly excl usive?

MR ELLI'S: No.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So you have -- if
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you do -- I'mtrying to think. Because if you have -- if
you do the 400, that only gets you up to 800 negawatts,
right, including solar and BESS?

MR. ELLIS: If you're referring to if we
| ayer on new gas interconnection nunber 1 on top of the
exi sting 400, then that would take us to 800 total.

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, | think
under stand your question because | had the sane question
to the team

The nmegawatts of generation that will go
into the interconnection request does not equal the
nanmepl at e.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

MR. ACKEN:. It is greater than that.

And they do have an expl anation for that,
you know, as to why the interconnection request is
greater than the nanmeplate. So if that's where you're
goi ng, they can explain why that is.

MR. CRABB: Yeah. So we have found -- we
talked a little bit about this yesterday |I think as
well -- that it's always prudent to sort of go higher.
And | think Menber Hill sort of asked about, well, you
know, do you usually size up the generation or size down
the LG A and the answer is it depends, and the answer
tonorrow is different than it was yesterday.
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But these are such | engthy processes. And
depending on the results and the anmount of upgrades and
the sizing of upgrades, that all feeds into that decision
on whet her, you know, we would seek an anendnent or
what ever procedural requirenents to upsize the facility
or end up building the, you know, currently planned size
of the project itself.

One thing we didn't touch on yesterday, and
part of -- part of -- one tactic we can use to namnage the
conplexities that we described is instead of submtting
one 900- negawatt application we submt two, and that is
because soneti nes what Eri k had descri bed, we have a view
that 1s static about what this applicati on would do.

In reality over the next two years everyone
el se is submtting and doing, and so the study results
change and evolve. And so often we will submt a couple
of different smaller chunks, and sonetines that ends up
bei ng, you know, the second chunk will hit a mpjor, najor
upgrade that makes that part of the project |ess
econom C.

So part of the tactic is to have a couple

of different options into that queue and it is studied in

aggr egat e.
CHW STAFFORD:. Okay. So now the
I nterconnection new gas 1 and 2, |I'massunmng they're
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both submtted in the sanme nonth, so is WAPA doi ng
cluster studies now?
So they're the sane cluster.
MR. CRABB: WAPA is sill serial.
CHWN STAFFORD: kay.
MR. CRABB: W just submtted them

t oget her.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So they're -- so if
it's serial, which -- so | guess 1 is first, they' Il |ook
at that first, and then they will |ook at 2?

MR. CRABB: That's ny understandi ng, and
their processes continually evolve. So we'll -- we do as
we're told when -- as it cones to WAPA's revi ew.

CHW STAFFORD: Are they going to nove to a
cl uster study system soon?

MR. CRABB: | have not heard that.

| don't know if you've heard that.

MR ELLIS: Yeah, no, |I think that you have
It correct. It will be done in a serial fashion. One of
the reasons we're reasonably confident in that is because
that's how they did -- our first 400 nmegawatts is
actual ly a conbination of two individual studies --

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MR, ELLIS: -- at 250 and 150.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.
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MR ELLIS: And they get rolled together in
entire 400-nmegawatt LG A, but that was done serially.

CHW STAFFORD: And so then that is not the
sane process for the surplus interconnection; right?

MR. CRABB: Correct. Surplus is a -- sort
of a separate study process because they have al ready
studi ed the inpact of 400 negawatts of electrons fromthe
transm ssion systemview. And, as | think Menber Little
was sort of attesting, the -- really what they're | ooking
at is the facilities upgrades, the pieces in the
substation that can manage sone of the different
ancillary services and sort of treatnent of those
el ectrons between gas versus solar and battery.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MR. CRABB: That's a nmuch nore accel erated
pr ocess.

CHW STAFFORD: And so theoretically then
you'd be able to get -- let's see, 1300 negawatts
injected into the grid at Harcuvar substation if
everyt hi ng gets approved, then?

MR. CRABB: Theoretically, yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Now, maybe you know
this, maybe Menber Fontes does, but WAPA's potentially
going to lose a bunch of generation com ng out of Hoover
Damin the near term
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Are they including that in their capacity
for transm ssion availability when they're | ooking at
t hese things?

MEMBER FONTES: That's a seasonality
answer, M. Chairman. Can't feasibly answer that.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER FONTES: So the answer broadly is
yes, but it depends on what season.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

MEMBER FONTES: If | can interject here,
do have one clarification that | want to ask on the
I nt er connect.

s it for energy resource or network
resource, the interconnects request to WAPA?

MR. ELLIS: Yeah, I'mthinking. | usually
know t he answer to this request. And | think | need to
doubl e-check on that front.

MEMBER FONTES:. Yeah, can you verify each
subsequent request and for the record the --

MR ELLIS: Yes.

MEMBER FONTES: Energy is for nore of a
point to point for transm ssion capability to get that
| oad or that energy to one area. Network is to -- and a
peaker plant could be for network is for systens
reliability and stability.
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And the reason |'masking is because the
Par ker - Bouse- Li berty upgrade is for systens reliability.
So that's a --

MR. ELLIS: Yeah.

MEMBER FONTES: -- that you ask because
t hen when you get to the point where your originator is
seeking RFPs for APS, SRP, the usual suspects, that wll
determ ne how they eval uate and score your project for
potential commercial offtake.

| have made that error. | have sone gray
hairs fromthat, so just sharing a | esson | earned.

You al so are subject to a cluster study in
Arizona if there is other interconnects that are
subsequent to yours on that line prior to build.

WAPA you're correct is a serial -- a series
i nterconnection in Arizona. They operate in SPP and
CAI SO so they conformto those | SO RTO rul es for
I nterconnections, and | do believe they're doing cluster
studies there, but you still may have a cluster until you
get a full facilities engineering study back in the
phase 3 as they define it in the early OASIS.

| hope that's helpful. M. Chairnan,
hope that was al so hel pful for you in ternms of orienting
this conversation

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, thank you.
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| think that waps up ny questions.

Menmber Little, you have been waiting
patiently.

Oh, before Menber Little you were going to
go through the application for tying up | oose ends;
correct?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, | have one question
or one point of clarification, | guess, along the |lines
of what we were just discussing.

In that slide that was just up on the
screen, when you say |ayer on an additional 400 nmegawatts
of gas, you're not going to actually layer it on top of
the solar and storage? In other words, try to put
800 negawatts on that |ine or through the
I nt erconnecti on.

You're | ooking at running the gas when the
solar is not operating; is that correct?

MR. ELLIS: As was -- as we reviewed in the
one-line diagram the single-line diagramearlier today,
we -- we would have those additional thermal negawatts on
its own independent conductor. And the dispatch of those
units woul d be i ndependent of the dispatch of the units
that would be on the 400 negawatts.

MEMBER LI TTLE: This is the suppl enent.

MR. CRABB: Yeah, you're --
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MR ELLIS: Oh, ny m sunderstanding. |
think I m sunderstood your question.

So, M chael, since you have it, why don't
you answer it.

MR. CRABB: Correct. Your articulation of
the surplus interconnection treatnent is accurate.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you.

Now, | understood the other -- the other
part.

MR, ELLIS: It was ny m stake.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | just wanted to clarify
t hat .

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Menmber Hill.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Now |I'mready for general
guesti ons.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, Menber Hill has a
qui ck question on this topic, | believe.

MEMBER HILL: |s your conpany the only
conpany in the queue for this substation or are there
ot hers behi nd you or ahead of you?

MR, ELLIS: W are. That's ny
under st andi ng.

MEMBER HILL: | just wanted to clarify
that. Thanks.
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CHW STAFFORD: All right. Menber Little,
take it away.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, at this point | only
have one, nmaybe two. | reserve the right to finish ny
revi ew and ask nore questions |ater.

But I'mjust curious. | noticed that and
you nentioned here in the hearing that the | ease
agreenent from State Land Departnent | realize that that
hasn't -- you know, you're -- you haven't even started
that or you have just started that. But do you have a
sense of how that's going to go?

| don't anticipate it's a problem but just
curious for the record.

MR ELLIS: | want to nmake sure |
under st and t he questi on.

So as it relates to the State Land
Departnent is it -- would you restate it, please. 1Is it
cl ear how what will go?

MEMBER LI TTLE: It said the portion of the
project would require a | ease agreenent fromthe ASLD
It's the portion of the project that's |located on state
| and.

And you' ve indicated that it would be --
the | ease agreenent woul d be attained follow ng approval
of the CEC.
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And |'mjust curious whether you have
started talking to themor if you' re going to wait until
after we're done here or what your feeling about it is.

MR. ELLIS: Thank you, Menber Little.

So we have -- we are very far along in the
process with state land. So the governing board, which
Is -- goes by the nane of the board of appeals, has
al ready approved the roughly 1900 acres of state-|eased
|l and that we will be | easing.

On top of that, the | ease has al ready now
gone to advertising. And so the way the State runs their
process is they advertise for, | believe, 70 days before
a formal auction is held where we have to show up at an
auction event and then successfully bid on the solar
| ease.

And state statutes require all parcels of
| and that are either sold or |eased to go through a
public process like this. There's no opportunity to
sinmply bilaterally negotiate sonmething with the State
That said, the State does put restrictions around who can
be a qualified bidder.

To Menber Hill's question earlier, is there
anybody el se at Harcuvar substation that's conpleted an
I npact study, the answer to that is ny understanding is
no. And so since there is no one else in the queue,
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there are no kind of third-party qualified bidders that
could qualify at this point with the exception of a
regul ated utility.

So we're pretty thoughtful about how we go
through this process. |I'mgiving you a | ot of
I nformation, but the auction has been schedul ed for the
m ddl e of Novenmber. We'Il show up, and we will conplete
t he auction process and execute the solar | ease at that
tine.

MEMBER LI TTLE: What about the small piece
of state land that the transm ssion line is on?

MR, ELLIS: \What about -- so that --
this -- that's -- our ability -- if | understand your
guestion, when we execute a solar |ease, that |ease gives
us the ability to install everything that's required for
a power plant. It isn't restricted to just solar panels.
We can install a substation and batteries and
di stribution and transm ssion |ines.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Okay. Thank you.

MR ELLIS: M pleasure.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hi Il .

MEMBER HI LL: In that vein, while we're

tal ki ng about | eases, | just wanted to go back to a
guestion that | jotted down about BLM s easenent's only a
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30-year, M. Martin; is that correct?

MR. MARTIN: That is correct.

MEMBER HI LL: What's the process to renew
that? Is it easy? |Is it quick?

Does it -- | mean, do you have any -- any
ri sk associated with that?

MR. MARTIN. | have actually repowering
experience with BLM It was on -- in the Palm Springs
area, and it was the old w nd turbines.

MEMBER HI LL: Oh.

MR. MARTIN: So we -- it's a new

application and a new plan of devel opnent and a new NEPA

pr ocess.
MEMBER HILL: Ch, it is?
MR. MARTIN: So it's -- it's the sane.
Yes, it's a new application process that
goes -- the conplete vetting.

MEMBER HI LL: Okay. Thank you for that.
CHW STAFFORD: All right. Menber Little,
back to you
MEMBER LI TTLE: Total subject change.
Tal ki ng about the summary of consultation
and coordination efforts conpleted for the project with
I nterested agenci es, organi zations, tribes, and
i ndividuals. There's a phrase in there that says, "No
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that neans. It's in Appendi X

MS. POLLI O Excuse ne,

VOL Il 08/04/2026 463
And |'mjust curious what
Bto --

are you referring

to the one in the hearing binder or the one in the --

MEMBER LI TTLE:
M5. POLLI O
MEMBER LI TTLE:

In the hearing binder?

Yes.
Ckay.

Yes.

It's Appendix B to the McMul | en

envi ronnent al assessnent.

MR, MARTI N:

M5. POLLIO W
appl i cation.

MEMBER LI TTLE:

CHWN STAFFORD:

MEMBER LI TTLE:
yes.

CHWN STAFFCRD

MEMBER LI TTLE:

M5. POLLIO  No,
to make sure we under st and.

And you said it

CHWN STAFFORD:
pl ease.

M5, POLLIO |

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES,
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One nonent,

apol ogi ze.

| et us reference

think it mght be the

Here it is. Exhibit 1.
The application you nean?
|"msorry, the application,
Exhi bit 1.

It's getting | ate.

that's okay. We just want
S on page --

Cl oser to the m crophone,
What page were
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you referring to?

MEMBER LI TTLE: It's B-1, Appendix B.

MR. MARTIN: This relates to -- so we've
had a convergi ng adm ni stration policy Departnent of
Interior BLM soup. And so just as we've had to update
our plan of devel opnment, so did the Departnent of
Interior and the BLM have to update their NEPA handbook.

That NEPA handbook now, unless you are
rel easing a notice of intent for an EI'S, you do not
publicly scope NEA. So that's new gui dance that canme out
in January of this year, so they're abiding by that.

So this was a previous statenent under a
di ff erent NEPA handbook, and so that text should be
updated to say it's not required.

However, | wll say that the fact that as
it related to tribal notification and consultation,
governnment to governnent, that is going to take place.
That very much is in full force. And the archaeol ogi st
who's responsi ble for that should have those |etters out
to the tribe as of |ast week.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But just out of curiosity,
what is external scoping?

MR. MARTIN:. External scoping is typically
done when you're -- when we give a plan of devel opnent to
the BLM they release that to agencies and ask their
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I nput for issue developnment. That goes into the drafting
of the EA to track environnental effects based on those
I Ssues.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MEMBER FONTES: Menber Little, if | may.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: How do you deal with policy
changes given that that's probably going to reverse on
t he NEPA standards during your project execution as a
devel oper?

That's both a professional interest
guestion and then a risk mtigation nmeasure on your end
given that that mght reverse wthin tw years.

MR. MARTIN: Could you rephrase the
qguestion?

MEMBER FONTES: Your NEPA handbook is
probably going to reserve under a different
adm ni stration, and it's gone back and forth. As project
devel opers that's a policy risk change when you go to
fi nance your projects, and, as you know, you're trying to
get them devel oped and bring themto regul atory bodi es
i ke us.

Do you just retain the nore -- | want to
use the word strict, but that's not probably an
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appropriate term-- the nore rigid, if you will,
requi renents?

How do you thread the needle on that,

M. Martin?

MR. MARTIN: So over 32 years --

VMEMBER FONTES: Yes, sir.

MR. MARTIN. -- basically alnost 19 years
dealing with the BLM and alternatives or -- alternatives

to policy interpretation, we have faced uncertainty and
changes in regul ations through EPA, The C ean Water Act,
not only the act itself but howit's interpreted.

So in ny professional opinion, it's hide
and watch. Answer the mail and keep your ear to the
ground so you can be proactive based on things brewing in
not only adm nistration but within the agenci es because
we' ve had very rough tinmes with the agencies
m sinterpreting and m sappl yi ng gui dance, regul ati on, and
what not .

So it's a mxed bag, and it basically it's
agency by agency whether it's Fish and Wldlife Service,
BLM Forest Service, BIA on how the individuals interpret
that, how they use their solicitors in basically
adm nistrating their guidance. So that's -- that 's the
guestion we're always going to have to deal wth as
devel opers and permtting Staff.
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| guess just -- you just have to pay
attention and deal with your coll eagues and what they're
seeing, and nore than anything probably speak with a
uni fi ed voi ce.

| know that's what we do as permtting
staff, we collaborate. | know that devel opers are not
necessarily -- they don't benefit fromcol |l aborating
because of trade secrets and whatnot, but as it cones to
permtting projects, permtting staff benefit greatly,
and we benefit our projects if we speak to the agencies
with a unified voice in howthings are interpreted as we
deal with solving problens and how t hey i npl enent the
regul ations and as the regul ations change. | knowit's
pretty convoluted but it's a day-to-day issue.

Now, dealing with the uncertainty, so once
we get a right-of-way grant that's | ocked in, that cannot
change. And so it rides out the 30-year lifespan. And I
think it's just best to anticipate there will be
adm ni strative changes and executive orders and edicts,
| awsuits, and dealing with agency staff. | don't think
there's any way around it. [It's not getting any easier.

MEMBER FONTES: Yes, | appreciate that
situational awareness, if | may use that term

"' mjust | ooking at how you think about it
applied to this project now as a shortfall out there, a
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conci se one, with respect to the -- your financing and
when you're looking to close on this and then you' ve got
an el ection cycle.

So is it better to stay on the old standard
or go with the new standard because the old standard is a
| ot nore rigorous in sonme cases and how you' ve applied
that, if you wll, in a case study here just so we
capture your thinking process and can transpose that to

ot her project devel opers and be aware of that.

MR. MARTIN: I'mgoing to let M. Ellis
field that.

MR ELLIS: Menber Fontes, thank you for
the question. And | really appreciate that your -- the

t hought behi nd your question because you're | ooking out
for us a little bit.

W' ve already started our financing
process. Right now we're going to conclude that in
Novenber or Decenber. The fact that we have a signed
power contract and the advanced nature -- this project's
extrenely advanced. W' Il be signing the LGA within
just a couple nonths. W'Il|l be executing our solar |ease
wi thin just a couple nonths.

And so we're already raising our financing.
It's typically six- to eight-nonth process. W're
al ready halfway through it. So we'll conclude that in
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Novenber or Decenber, and we will be confortably
executing the grant and getting through the appeal period
within just -- within this year.

So we are confortable and we are foll ow ng
BLM s gui dance here in ternms of how they want to handl e
the process, and so we're confortable that -- we're just
confortable with how this rider grant will be issued.

If the project were not so near term |
t hi nk your gui dance and your caution would be absolutely
sonmet hi ng we woul d be | ooki ng at and consi deri ng, but
given the near-termnature of it and our certainty that
we' Il conclude this process within this admnistrative
cycle we're confortable with the pathway we're on.

But thank you. | really do thank you for
hi ghlighting it.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

MEMBER FONTES: Thank you.

CHW STAFFCORD: Does that concl ude your
guestions, Menber Fontes? All right. Good.

Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Can you tal k about --

CHW STAFFORD: We're com ng up on
four o' clock. How long -- how many questions do you
t hi nk you have?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, | have two nore, but
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they mght take a while to answer, so if you want to take
a break, let's do that first.

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's take approxi mately a
15-minute recess. Let's go off the record.

(Recess from3:53 p.m to 4:16 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Let's go back
on the record.

Menmber Little, | believe you had a few
questions left to ask to the applicant.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. [|I'mgoing to ask two
nore questions today.

One has to do with subsidence, that the
reports that are in the application having to do with
wat er deal pretty extensively with the subsidence issues

in that area. And while |I am sure that you guys would

not plan to build a plant that you -- as is proposed
wi t hout having -- being well aware of that and know ng
how to deal with it, I would |like that on the record, so

" mwondering if maybe you could just talk a little bit
about how -- without going into too nuch -- too technical
a description how you will deal with the subsi dence
because |'msure that it's going to increase over the
years.

MR, ELLIS: The -- thisis -- if |
under st and your question, Menber Little, are you
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referring to subsidence that could occur in the area that
could affect the power generating facilities?

CHW STAFFORD: You're on nute.

MR. ELLIS: Are you asking in that
di rection?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Sorry. Yes, and the
structures.

MR. ELLIS: Yeah, how do we -- how do we
engi neer the facility or plan and inplenment the facility.
So these are -- these are known -- fortunately these are
known i ssues and known problenms. W' re not inventing the
wheel here or dealing with issues that are -- that have
not been dealt with before.

So we -- we ook at this. W estimte the
severity. We bring in experts that have | ooked at this
previously. There was a project we were working on, for
exanpl e, down in Cochise County. |In Cochise County it's
really significant in sonme of the areas down there just
because of how much punpi ng has taken pl ace.

And so the way you deal with it is you
engi neer structures to be nore robust to account for that
possibility. In sone cases you'll add extra sol ar
arrays, so that if there is a disruption to a particul ar
solar array, you can go out there and correct and fix it
and still have a | oss of sone of your generating
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capacity. You essentially build in redundancy, you know,
for -- for potential issues that could arise that could
affect a part of your generating plant.

So that's really it just to summarize. You
hire engineers that have dealt with this issue to help
you design the facilities to withstand sone of the
I ssues, and in sone cases you build a little extra
capacity to account for the fact that you m ght | ose sone
of it for a fissure opening up. W don't really --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR. ELLIS: Yeah. Uh-huh.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | just wanted to have that
on the record since it was in the application.

My next question has to do with
Exhi bit G4, which is the threatened and endangered
speci es nenorandum from Tetra Tech.

And the maps that are included as a part of
that report | have sonme real question about. Perhaps
sonebody could open up to those pages so you could take a
| ook at themas |I ask ny questions.

MR. MARTIN: Yes, na'am we're doing that
ri ght now.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wi ch pages, Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: The pages are not nunbered.
It is Exhibits -- or Figure 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.
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CHW STAFFORD: You're in Exhibit C of the
appl i cation?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, Exhibit C-4.

MR, MARTIN.  Menber Little, 1've pulled
t hat up.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. The project area --
areas, the area that is -- that we know that is proposed
to be the solar project and the thermal project are
consi stent with everything that we have seen.

However, there's no transmission |line area
i ndi cated on that map, nor is there -- and then in
addition there's two little rectangles or one square and
one rectangle that are up on the right-hand side that we
haven't even heard anythi ng about.

Can you expl ain that, please.

MR. MARTIN: Yes, ma'am Those two
rectangles that you're referring to are private | and
parcel s that have nothing to do with us. Those are
relics from previ ous naps.

The reason the surveys are not shown on
this map for the transm ssion line on federal land is
that those studies were done in 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005.
3,000 acres of that public |and was al ready previously
surveyed 100 percent.

So what you're seeing is the state and
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private |land that was augnented to that previous total.
In nmy testinony today, we have a total of 6,000 acres
that we've got surveyed that previous years are not on
this because they are now in the new plan of devel opnent
that you've been provided, that map. But all the surveys
have been done for the conplete alignnment.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR. ACKEN:. Before -- if | could interject
before Menber Little asks her next question.

M. Mrtin, you referenced survey peri ods,
and you said -- | think I heard you say, like, 2002 tine
period. Could you clarify what tinme period you were
referring to.

MR. MARTIN  Yes. '22, '23, '24, and '25.

MR, ACKEN. Thank you.

MR. MARTIN: | apologize. |It's getting
| at e.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | still am curious about
t hose rectangl es because there's pretty detailed
i nformati on about photo | ogs and sone of the photos that
are in there were fromthat -- those areas. There are
| ocations of things that are indicated in those two
ar eas.

MR. MARTIN: Menber Little, those areas are
i nhol dings within federal |and. And those were surveyed.
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That's -- so that's part of the 3,000 acres that was
surveyed on federal land, and it captured the inhol dings.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Wy did you do that?

MR MARTIN: 1'Il let M. Ellis do that.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR ELLIS: Menber Little, | believe you
are aware that we had an original project footprint that
was originally on BLMland. The small parcel, the
80-acre parcel that's -- there's two rectangles you're
referring to. The top rectangle is 80 acres of |and that
we own, and we purchased that parcel froma private
| andowner, and at one point it was adjacent to the
original footprint, and so it was included in the survey.

And then the other square mle of property
you see to the east is state | and that was al so adj acent
to that original footprint. And so the reason that you
see that included in the -- it's just at one tine it was
we were mapping out the project. W were going out --
and you al ways go out and survey a larger footprint than
you ultimately think that you'll need because you' re not
sure what you're going to find, and so that's why that
data i s avail abl e.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Al right. That answers ny
guestion. And | appreciate it. Thank you.

| amfinished for the day, M. Chairmn
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CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Little.

Any ot her questions from nenbers?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Well, | believe we have a
nunber of exhibits to admt, M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, M. Chairman. |'m
al ways grateful to you for remnding ne to offer ny
exhi bits.

So at this time | would offer Hearing
Exhi bits 1 through 20.

Do you want nme to go through thenf

CHW STAFFORD: No, they've all been
I ntroduced and covered, | believe. So Exhibits 1
through 20 are adm tted.

MR, ACKEN. Thank you.

(Exhibits 1 through 20 were adnmitted.)

CHW STAFFORD: Well, | have a nunber of
guestions, but given the late hour and that we've been
starting these hearings at 10 o' cl ock yesterday instead
of one and no tour today, | think we're about six, seven
hours ahead of schedule. So |I think we would be better
off to come back in the norning wwth a fresh start. |
think we'll be -- everyone will be sharper.

So ny plan is that | think the way | see
this proceeding is that | have sone foll owup questions.
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| believe there's been sone letters filed in the docket
that raise sone issues | think we should cover.

|"m sure that after a good night's rest
ot her nmenbers will have questions, especially if they've
had a chance to follow up and | ook at any of the
addi tional exhibits that were submtted |later on. And
then | think we have the whol e panel here to kind of bat
cl eanup and cover any issues at the end.

And then you can give your closing. And I
think the nmenbers we shoul d probably have sonme kind of
general discussion about conditions, how the project's
going to look. W want to talk about give themthe
flexibility of different configurations for the thermal
aspect. W can tal k about phases for that just kind of
big picture before | prepare Chairman's 1 and 2 for us to
del i berate on.

Any thoughts from nenbers? Applicant? On
that tineline?

M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, while the
commttee considers that and -- there were two questions
rai sed this afternoon that we can answer very quickly for
menbers, and so if we could just bang those out while
it's fresh and before we forget, then we --

CHW STAFFORD: By all neans.
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BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Crabb, there was a question from Menber
Comst ock asking about -- | believe it was asking about
the size of the lateral for the gas pipeline.

And do you recall that |ine of questioning?

A (M. Crabb) | do. The inlet gas pressure
required for the LM60O00O is about 675 PSI. Wile we
haven't specified the lateral itself, that is below the
pi peline pressure. There is a chance that the latera
will step down in pressure. W are planning fuel
conpression regardl ess of that |ateral pressure design
specification in case the pressure would be reduced for
any reason such as pipeline operations, OFCs, et cetera.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

Do you have the operational pressure of E
Paso or Ki nder Morgan pipeline?

MR. CRABB: | don't have the
specifications. |It's typically in that 800 to 1200 PSI
on interstate pipelines, but, again, it would likely step
down into the lateral, and we woul d have fuel conpression
to support the turbine inlet pressure requirenents.

Whet her or not it would run all the time or not sort of
depends on the detail ed design basis of that |ateral.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: And | want to nake sure |
understand conpletely. Conpression would be on the
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outlet side of the nmeter, and the tap, it would be inside
the fence Iine?

MR. CRABB: Inside the fence line, correct.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So the conpression would
not be fromthe El Paso line to the lateral?

MR. CRABB: Correct. Yeah, it's nore
likely that that would be a step down into the |ateral.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Yes. So the regul ator
woul d -- the regulator station and the tap would still be
at the El Paso interconnect to your lateral ?

MR. CRABB: Correct.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

And then the second foll ow up question
think it was Menber Little was asking or maybe it was
Menber Fontes -- it's getting late for me too -- as to
whet her the plan was for these resources to interconnect
under the first set of studies as a network resource or
as an energy resource.

M. Crabb and M. Ellis, do you recall that
questi oni ng?

MR. ELLIS: Yeah. That was from Menber
Fontes, and we were able to confirmthat those
applications were studi ed as network resources.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.
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Thank you, M. Chairnman.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Any ot her questions from nenbers at this

time?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Wth that we
Wi ll recess until nine a.m tonorrow. And then |
anticipate that we will adjourn tonorrow at sone point

probably in the afternoon. So | think we're on track.
Wth that we are in recess.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 4:30 p.m)
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