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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee at, Parker, Arizona, comencing at 9:09 a.m on

August 5, 2026.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man
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M CHAEL COMSTOCK, Arizona Corporation Conm ssion
LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environmental Quality
(via videoconference)
LANEY MEEKER, Arizona Departnment of Water Resources
NI COLE HI LL, Governor's Ofice of Energy Policy
SAL DICICCI O, Incorporated Cities and Towns
(via videoconference)
ROVAN FONTES, Counties
MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, Ceneral Public
(via videoconf erence)
DOUGLAS FANT, Ceneral Public
GABRI ELA SAUCEDO MERCER, General Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Al bert H Acken

ACKEN LAW

111 East Dunl ap Avenue
Suite 1-172

Phoeni x, Arizona 85020
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CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Acken, | believe you had conpl eted your
di rect case pretty nuch?

MR. ACKEN: Yes, M. Chairman. | don't
believe | have any followup this norning. | have four
menbers of the panel available to answer additi onal
guestions fromthe commttee.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Well, | have a few,
so let's get started, shall we?

Looking at the application, the application
itself, page 2, describing the thermal plant, it tal ks
using up to 17 with a maxinumof 14 in operation with
t hree redundant units.

How wi || those -- and those redundant units
were not pictured on the one-line diagram were they?

MR. CRABB: That's correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: No, they are not on there.

CHW STAFFORD: So when you say redundant
units, where will those be |located on the plant site?

MR, CRABB: Physically contenplated to be
sort of inline with the operational units, but they
won't be energized into the grid.

BY MR ACKEN
Q If I may, M. Crabb, maybe you can use the
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pl acemat to show -- the backside that has a high-Ievel
plan. It's also slide nunber -- which is escaping ne at
the nonent. But the placemat is readily accessible, at

| east for those in the room And while | |look for the

ot her one -- and point out where those units would be.

A (M. Crabb) Yeah, | actually think in this

particular plan, if you were to zoomin on the | abels,
believe they'd be the three on the left. | think as that

desi gn has evol ved, would |ikely make nore sense that
they would be the three on the right.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. And how woul d t hey
be set up? Wuld they be -- what would it take to turn
themon to go fromredundant to in operation?

MR CRABB: | can't say that we've fully
desi gned that electrical configuration. But it would be
either a physical swap -- if we were to have to take one
of the units out, we could either harvest those for spare
parts or do a full physical replacenent. Ideally, we are
able to have a faster swap by deenergizing the failed
unit and energi zing the redundant unit froman el ectrical
per specti ve.

CHWN STAFFORD: (kay. Because | can't
recall ever seeing a certificate that entail ed having
redundant units. | nmean, all the units that are on site
are typically listed as being part of the nanepl ate
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capacity for the plant.

MR. ACKEN. The testinony in this case is
that it's being done to provide an additional |ayer of
redundancy. The testinony is that there will never be
nore than 700 negawatts. We're not asking for the
authority to have nore than 700 negawatts nanepl ate
capacity.

So they did -- so the reference to the
t hree redundant units provides two things, one, a ful
record, and also a confort to the coomittee and the
Commi ssion as to the reliability of this project.

To the extent one of the other units fails,
or up to three, this project can continue to provide
needed capacity to the grid in a nmuch, nuch faster tinme
frame than could be done historically.

And | think perhaps the reason -- and [|'|
ask the witnesses to confirm-- is that we're entering a
different world, a capacity constrained world wth
custonmers who demand 24/ 7 capacity. And so the ability
to flip the swtch, if you wll, quickly is sonething
that customers are requiring today that they m ght not
have in the past.

BY MR ACKEN
Q But, M. Crabb, please, you're the one under
oat h.
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A (M. Crabb) | wll repeat sone of what he said.
Yes, this is not how | have ever designed plants
historically. It is a function of continually hitting
peak demand on these systens and the desire to provide
that high degree of reliability, or at |east have it as

an option as we devel op the project.

It is up to three. The utility requirenents and

the custoner requirenents as we engage with those
custoners and they evolve their planning criteria wll
di ct at e whet her we have zero, one, two, or three
redundant sort of spare units on site.

THE COURT REPORTER: Chairman, |'m having
technical difficulties. Can | have five m nutes?

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go off the record for
about five mnutes to correct a technical difficulty.

| do see your hand, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

(Recess from9:15 a.m to 9:18 a.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

We have fixed our technical difficulty.
Okay. We were tal king about the three redundant units.

M. Crabb, please resune your answer

MR, CRABB: Should | repeat fromthe
begi nni ng?
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CHW STAFFORD: Start over, yeah.

MR. CRABB: G ves nme extra practice.

So, yeah, we haven't made a fi nal
determ nation on the best way to physically configure the
spare or redundant units, whether that is an electrical
connecti on change |ikely between the | ow voltage com ng
out of the generator into the nonjurisdictional thernal
el ectrical yard or substation or whether they would be
positioned to be physically swapped with a nonfunctioning
unit as part of the reliability nmeasures of the plant.

| will also note for the record that it
hasn't been determ ned yet whether we woul d i nclude any
or up to all three of those units. It is really a
response to the ever-evolving scarcity of capacity in the
mar ket and the evol ving custonmer requirenents for these
types of projects.

And so that wll continue to evolve as we
engage wth those custoners.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. |'mjust having a
real problemw th the description of saying the plant's
going to include 17 units with three being redundant.
Because the math of 17 tines 50 equal s 850, not
700- megawatt s nanmepl at e.

So I|'"'mnot confortable wth describing the
pl ant as 17 turbine generators. | think if it's
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700- nregawatt naneplate it's 14. |If you have a footnote
that says they may keep up to three additional units on
site sonmewhere as backups, but they're not hooked up,
they're not part of the plant.

Because ot herwi se you have an 850 -- if
they're all hooked up, then you have an 850- negawatt
pl ant, not a 700-negawatt plant. Because it's not
about -- because you could choose to run it however you
like. But if it's physically possible, you know, they're
all there hooked up and they can all run, then the out put
woul d be, you could be Iimted by your interconnection
agreenent, your offtake agreenent, whatever.

But the thing is we're | ooking at the
physi cal capability of the plant, so | don't -- | don't
| i ke describing it as the plant having 17 turbines
when -- 17 50-nmegawatt turbines and calling it
700- megawatt nanepl ate pl ant.

MR. CRABB: | don't have any probl em
revi sing that |anguage. Wen we think about sort of the
conmmuni ty engagenent and inpact, we did want to have that
i mpact fully nodel ed, visual |and, et cetera. But, yeah,
| totally agree with your --

CHW STAFFORD: That description is giving
me heartburn. | don't know, do the other nenbers have
t hought on that? | know Menber Little probably does.
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She's got her hand rai sed.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman,
and thank for raising this issue. It's on ny list also.

| think this is a wonderful idea to have
redundant units. | amall for whatever we can do to nake
the systemnore reliable, nore responsive, and to neet
the -- your custoners, who al so have custoners' needs.

However, | also feel like if they are
el ectrically connected, then it needs to be an up to 17
or however many, total nunber including the redundant
units, negawatt plant.

| had thought perhaps we could put | anguage
in there that said with an operational limt of 700 or
600. But however we handle it, if they are electrically
connected, if they're just sitting in, you know, sitting
over there with tarps over them and not electrically
connected, then to ne it's the sane as having an extra
transfornmer sitting in your yard.

But if they're electrically connected, then
it needs to be included in the size of the plant in ny
opi ni on.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, | think because the
statute says the naneplate capacity, so if they're there
and they're hooked up, then it doesn't, we're not | ooking
at operational limts. Oherwise we wuld be -- but
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you're never going to get 700-negawatt out of this plant
wth 14 units anyway.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's true.

CHW STAFFORD: The operational limts are
going to be way less that, so we're going off the
naneplate. | don't want to call it sonmething it's not.

So | guess | just want to get this out
there now before we start nessing with | anguage on the
certificate, but | think I'mnot confortable describing
the 17 units. It should be 14 units and we can have a
footnote that say the applicant may keep up to three
additional units as spares on site or sonething.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | disagree
with that. | think that because we're -- | understand
the difficulty that the devel opers are faced with, the
difficulties that they're faced with in today's worl d.

And | synpathize with that. However, we
are in a position here where we need to approve a
certificate and we can't just say you guys can go and
bui | d what ever you want, wherever you want, w th whatever
i npacts you want as long as you tell us when you decide
what you're going to do.

And so | feel like if -- and we have heard
this fromthe applicant -- if the applicant says we don't
know whet her we are going to electrically connect them or
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whet her they are going to sit in the yard unconnected as
backup.

So | feel strongly that at this point with
what | now know and have been told, it needs to be the
total nunmber that they are tal king about putting on that
site.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: What if the applicant
cannot secure these specific units as well? Are you
going to nanme the units?

CHW STAFFORD: W haven't gotten to that
point, we haven't gotten to that yet. W're stil
focused on --

MEMBER FONTES: Under st and.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER FONTES: Yep.

CHW STAFFORD: | think -- because |'m --
we could even just say the certificate's for 14 -- you
know, 700-negawatt nanepl ate and not tal k about spares.
Wien we site a transm ssion |line we don't talk about they
keep spare pol es sonepl ace.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Those are not electrically
connect ed.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. Well, and if they

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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have -- if they have 16 extra turbines |aying around and
they're not connected, they're not part of -- hooked up
to the plant, then they're not part of the -- we're not
certificating those either.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: So it gives ne real
heartburn to say one thing and have it add it up to a
different nunber. So | guess, |looking to ny fellow
nmenbers, do we prefer to just issue the certificate for
the 700 nmegawatts? | think we're limted to that because

that's what the notice is for.

| think we have a probl em

if we say we're issuing a certificate for 850 negawatts

when all the notice said 700.
MEMBER LI TTLE:
go the that route then I feel

Then, M. Chairman, if we

like we need to put a

condition in there that says that they can't electrically

connect them the spares,

t he redundant ones.

They can

only have connected 700 negawatts --

CHWN STAFFCRD

MEMBER LI TTLE:

CHWN STAFFORD:
700- megawatt nanepl ate pl ant,

li ke they can't

Right. That's --
-- to the system
If the certificate is for a

that's what it is. It's

have 700 plus 150 hangi ng out waiting.

That woul d be capabl e of actually physically producing

850.
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MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: One second. Menber Fant
had his hand up and then Menber Hill.

Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. Can --
maybe the applicant can help ne. What does electrically
connected nean? Assuning you can |eave them you can
crane into position so they're all in position to be
connected if necessary. Wat's the definition of
el ectrically connected? How nmuch of the w ring, how nuch
of the conduit, et cetera, can | connect and still not be
el ectrically connected?

CHW STAFFORD: W' re | ooking at you,

M. Crabb.

MR. CRABB: | don't know if there's an
agreed industry standard definition to that. WMybe [|'|
just restate what | was attenpting to comrunicate is that
in no instance would we have all 17 units electrically
connect ed.

When | was articul ati ng whet her we woul d
install the three spares, it is faster to install a
transformer or to nove a transformer from one of the
operating 14 to one of the spares than it would be to
fully crane out a unit and crane in a unit.

And so it's likely that we will have sone
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sort of switch-over capability or format. But it would
never be contenplated that nore than 14 woul d be

energi zed into the grid and allow el ectrons to fl ow,
however they flow with the spare or redundant units in
this circunstance.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: | feel |like we've | ooked at
facilities |like this and redundant units have been
counted as units. And when we've tal ked about operation,
we' ve tal ked about operation and nmi ntenance on units
that go down so that they can energize the other units.
And so | think at the end of the day they're getting --
they aren't fully redundant. They're being used as
consistently as any of the others.

| am curious how you -- how you see that
different in the other plants that we've approved where
all the of plant were identified as part of the
nanmepl ate, and how you define this redundant term O --
iIs is soneone el se doing this? Like can you -- or nmaybe
you're just brilliant and you canme up with that concept
on your own, but where did it cone fronf

MR CRABB: | wish | could | have sone
degree of brilliance. No -- yeah, |I think this is really
just a response to the ever-increasing sensitivity and
supply chain constraints for replacenents, right?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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So you didn't always have spare
transfornmers on sites, but as those supply chains went to
18, 24 nonths, and sone of the NERC and NERC st udi es
started | ooking at major challenges to grid reliability,
right, if you have three or four substations go down and
an entire seaboard can't be energized for 12 nonths. So
that's an extrenme. This is nore a mcro reaction to that
| evel of constraint. It is not neant to solve, you know,
a week-long O and M program or mai nt enance schedul e.

MEMBER HI LL: That's good to know. That's
di fferent.

MR. CRABB: That's generally managed
contractually. This is nore for if there is a nmmjor
outage. W are entering a period where supply and demand
Is expected to stay constrained, and if you have to wait
three years to replace contractual capacity, like there
IS no insurance product for that reliability. Right?

But we can nmanage a week or two of outage
on the shoul der nonths for these types of units that run
infrequently anyway. That is generally managed on an

operational and a contractual basis w thout nmuch of a

chal | enge.
MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.
CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.
MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. |I'm
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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going to call ny experience with refineries and chem cal
plants. | used to be a Mobile attorney. For ne

el ectrically connected neans energized. So in ny mnd,
|"mputting this out for the commttee for discussion.

In my mind there's no problem-- because
it's so hard to find heavy cranes, they're all canped
over at the Taiwan sem conductor manufacturing facility
site right now. There's about 57 cranes out there.

| f you have the opportunity to put these in
site and connect them physically connect them wring,
conduits, piping, all the systens, for ne as long as it's
deenergi zed it's not electrically connected.

But is ny understanding simlar to the rest
of the nenmbers? Because when you bring a construction
crew in, and cranes, you want to set themall at one
tine. Wre themso they wire simlarly. And then you
can | eave three of them disconnected. 1Is that what we're
tal ki ng here?

MR, CRABB: Yes.

MEMBER FANT: | don't see a need to set
themaside. That's a fairly expensive effort to cone
back and put the three in place. But |I'mthrow ng that
out for conversation since it's new.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, this is indeed new. |
recall, was it the Baccara project where they had 18 of
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the Sienens generators and they said they were never
going to operate two of them that they would be
redundant spare units. But they counted to the total
megawattage of the entire plant. That's how t hey
operated it.

So | think, I don't want to start carving

out -- if you got the plant sitting on the ground they're
part of the nanmeplate capacity. As you start configuring

themdifferent ways, we can play ganes with the nanepl ate

total capacity that nmakes nme really unconfortable.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: One second, Menber Little.
And then ny other thought is how |l ong can you actually
have redundant units on site? | got to assune that the
first round is 350 negawatts. You're not going to have
redundant units, you're going to get these -- because
t hese particular generators, the LM6000s are, you're
getting that scalpers; right? 1 nean they've been
purchased by the -- fromthe manufacturer by sonebody
el se and you're getting them from m ddl enen sonewher e;
right?

MEMBER HI LL: The gray market is what the

termwas, which was new to ne.

MR CRABB: It is an option. | would say
we have sone strong relationships wwth GE as well, and
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they continue to have an ever-evol ving supply chain, and
in different sizes and at different price points, their
delivery schedule may be different at any point in tine.

We prefer that route. Yeah. | don't know
what | did to assune everything we do is with scal pers,
but there may be a broker associated with that.

No, | ook, there may be -- yeah, it's not
necessarily contenplated that we would not add the spares
until we reached that full capacity because the --

CHW STAFFORD: Wiy woul d you have three
spares before you have at |least 14 units operational to
get you to 700 negawatts?

MR. CRABB: Correct. W probably woul dn't
build all three, but there is a world where, right, the
need for the spare units exists. And so there is a world
where we build the first 350 negawatts and t hen have one
spare to satisfy reliability requirenents.

Again, it is an evolving need of our
custoners, and we won't nmake that final determ nation.
There is a price reliability tradeoff that they wll go
t hr ough.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Well, | think -- one
second, Menber Fant. Menber Little, then Menber Fant.

| still -- I still -- 1 don't like the idea
of counting, hey, there's other units that don't count
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towards the total negawatts of the plant that are there.

| would feel better off issuing a
certificate for the 14 units to 700 negawatts, and then
i f you have spares there, you have spares there. And
then if you feel you need to nodify it to it say, hey, we
actually increased the negawatts of the plant by

150 negawatts, the Conmm ssion nay do that w thout a

heari ng.

Say, well, the inpact is negligible, it
still conplies with the air permit, it doesn't increase
t he physical footprint. There's no -- | nean, that's --

I think we should have a nunber that matches the math,
adds up. For issuing a certificate for 700 negawatts, it
shoul d be for the nunber of units to add up to
700 nmegawatts.

MR. ACKEN. Chairman Stafford.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN:. If | could speak on this. You
know, we ook at it and | look at it as I'mtrying to
| ook at the thernmal plant as a whol e.

Renmenber, so you | ook at the statutory
definition of a thermal plant, each separate unit with a
nanmepl ate rati ng of 100 negawatts or nore.

Well, guess what? We all know there isn't
a CT with a nanmeplate of 100 negawatts. That's being
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litigated separately. And so | try to | ook at, okay,
let's take that issue separately and let's look at this
facility as a whole, which | think makes sone sense. And
our application, testinony says we are asking for the
ability for a nanmepl ate capacity of 700 negawatts,
operations will be less than that, nanepl ate capacity of
700.

If there are additional units, they' re on
site not electrically connected, ny viewis they don't go
into the namepl ate capacity of the plant unless and until
they're part of the whole. And they aren't part of the
whol e when they're sitting there as spares. So that's
intellectually how we framed it.

As far as how you draft it, | think we're
pretty agnostic. The point of this was to be
transparent, right, and say, so no good deed goes
unpuni shed, right?

We're putting 17 units on there. W want
it up to 17 units, but we want to tell you why the math
adds up to 700. Because three of themare going, we're
not going to run 17 units at a tine.

So however this commttee deci des they want
to draft it, |I assume, you know, it's sonmething that we
can live with as long as the ability to push out
700 negawatts as we requested, that's our goal at any one
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time. Pursuant to the nanepl ate.

CHW STAFFORD: (kay. Because | thought we
went round and round about how it's actually going to
push out about 600 negawatts with the 700- nmegawatt
namnepl at e.

MR. ACKEN:. If it's operating on a 40
degree day in January for sone reason, maybe it gets
close. | don't know M. Crabb could testify.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: In response to M. Fant's
guestion about what does electrically connected nean, you
know, a spare transforner sits in a yard, sitting in a
yard next to other spare transforners.

In order to install it, you have to take it
over to the spot and you have to, you know, electrically
interconnect it to the system You have to bring the
wires fromthe transfornmer to the transm ssion line or
the distribution Iine.

El ectrically connected for these generators

to nme neans that it is all -- it is wired up, ready to go
when you throw a switch. In other words, it's installed
the sane way. |It's just not switched into the system

If I were designing this systemfor
reliability, that's what | would want to do. But if that
Is done, then | believe that it is part of the system and

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il 08/05/2026 506

we need the 850 negawatts.

If that is not done, if it's just sitting
on a pad, we don't need a crane. It's just sitting on
the pad, but there is no electrical connection possible
wi thout installing some wires, then it is not -- it can
be | think called a spare.

MR ELLIS: Let ne --

MEMBER LI TTLE: That is not as reliable.
You know, it's nore reliable than having to order a whol e
new generator, yes. But it is not as reliable as having
it electrically connected but not -- not providi ng power
to the system

CHW STAFFORD: kay. M. Ellis.

MR ELLIS: If I mght. Chairnman Stafford
and nmenbers of the commttee, | think we can nove on from
this point. BrightNight's willing to accept reduction of
14. We understand the concerns around the anmbiguity. W
respect that.

If for sone reason we felt it was inportant
and, by the way, Menber Little, | conpletely agree with
you if we're going to have spares there, we want to have
themelectrically connected so we can throw a switch and
not have to bring a crane in. But that's sonething we
can handle wth an anendnent in the future. So we can
nove on today. W are willing to draft this round 14 and
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live with that for the tine being. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Menber Fant.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MEMBER FANT: One |ast comrent, M. Chair,
and thank you. This is the scenario we've tal ked about
with the nuclear, the SM small scal e nucl ear, nodul ar
nuclear. | assune if it's 100 negawatts you can add
anot her generator out there. If it's a 50 negawatt.

In other words, if you individually
i nterconnect one of those three generators with the
50- megawatt nanepl ate capacity, you don't have to cone
back to the ACC, do you?

MR ACKEN. M. Fant, I'msorry. It's been
along time. | mssed that.

MEMBER FANT: Ch, okay.

MR. ACKEN. M apologies. | didn't realize
it was directed to ne. So now you know what ny kids and
wfe feel Ilike.

MEMBER FANT: If it's under 100 negawatts
it's not jurisdictional for the ACC, right?

MR. ACKEN. That's correct.

MEMBER FANT: So what if you put on the
pads, don't connect them but then if you connect one,
add 50 negawatts, and you're still under all your water
and air permt requirenents, | assunme you don't even have
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to come back to the ACC.

MR ACKEN:. It gets tricky because we don't
have clarity on that definition. And so if we have a
700- regawatt plant and it's no |l onger -- and a subsequent
court says no, that includes the units now, now | don't
have a 700- negawatt pl ant.

If -- if the courts say, you know, you
didn't need authority for the conbustion turbines at all,
well, then yes, then we would, then we would have that
authority. But we're here, we're requesting authority
because of the anbiguity.

| still think, | hear what M. Ellis said.
| guess I'ma little -- | shouldn't disagree with ny

client but | think there is, you know, we're trying to

acconplish -- we're trying to solve a difficult problem
And we're trying to make it -- again, |I'm
like, | feel like we cane with good intentions and that's

okay. But we don't want to have to cone back to the
Comm ssion. W don't want to have to cone back to the
commttee.

You' re busy, we're busy. And | don't want
to have to go back to the Coormission to flip a switch and
request authority to put on three extra units to get up
to 850.

| thought, you know, the intention is we'l]|
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operate 700 negawatts at any one tinme. And the CEC can
be drafted in that way. | would like the authority to
have those additional units, because |I think, |I see it --
| see it alot. W sawit in the APS rate case, there is
an extrene, and this conmttee can take judicial notice,

| believe, of sone of the testinony there.

There is unbelievabl e demand for new
resources. W're going to be scratching and claw ng for
every megawatt we can get. And if you have the
opportunity to approve this with what | consider an
el egant solution, | encourage the commttee to do so.

CHW STAFFORD: My position, ny
interpretation of the statute would be if once you get
the certificate for 700 negawatts you can't just add | ess
than a hundred, add |ess than a hundred, add |ess than a
hundred. It's a certificated plant and it's going to
have to get anmended to increase the total output.

MEMBER FANT: You coul d add one, though;
ri ght?

CHW STAFFORD: No. No. If you add one by
itself, then you don't need a certificate.

MEMBER FANT: Right.

CHWN STAFFORD: Once you get a
certificate --

MEMBER FANT: Oh, | see.
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CHW STAFFORD: -- you're authorized for
that amount. |If you go above that, you need to get that
certificate anmended.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay. How hard is an
amendnent ?

CHW STAFFORD: It depends which day of the
week you file.

MR. ACKEN. And the nakeup of the
Commi ssion at the tinme you file.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. | nean, sone requests
can be dealt with very quickly and other ones take
| onger. It just depends on work flows, whose job it is
to look at it, what to -- what's going on, what else is
going on. They don't have a statutory, there's not a
statutory tinme franme for themthat they're required to
act wwthin like the commttee is.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: So | think we've got -- |
think we flogged that one.

The next one we tal k about the air quality,
The initial permts for the 350 negawatts, and that's
output, not -- that's |ooking at operating capacity, not
namepl ate capacity; correct? In ternms of the air quality
permt.

MR, CRABB: Correct.
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CHW STAFFORD: Okay. All right.

| guess we tal k about the -- regardl ess
what the certificate says, you won't be able to, even if
the certificate says you can build 700 nmegawatts
nanmepl ate, the air permt is what the air permt is.

MR, CRABB: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: So you're not going to be

able to operate -- well, because the air permt, it's
about -- limts total em ssions. It doesn't tell you
when -- do you have nonthly limts? |Is there -- but

there's not a negawatt limt on the air permt, is there?

MR. CRABB: There are ratable limts and |
can't recall if there are different periodic limts,
weekly, nmonthly, but it does |ook at the em ssion rate
and the annual em ssions.

If I may, | would add on if the substance
of the discussion yesterday was accurate, that if we were
to double the capacity and then have the capacity
factors, the annual em ssions woul d be equival ent, but
inportantly we don't have unilateral authority to do that
under the air permt.

The air dispersion nodeling and the
specificity of that permt is around the eight units or
350 negawatts of operating capacity and done on a point
sour ce basi s.
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And so even if we were to keep the sanme 350

and we were just to change the site |ayout and nove a
unit 20 feet to the east, we would have to go back to
ADEQ and request an anmendnent.

They have some | evel of authority based on
t he nmagni tude of said anendnent as to how nuch of the
publ i c hearing process they go and repeat.

| ncreasing capacity would -- | can't speak
for ADEQ, 99.999 percent chance it would -- that is a
fairly substantive anmendnent and would nost |ikely go
back through a full public hearing process simlar to
what they are working on the current permt for.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. So the operation of
the plant woul d be constrained by the air permt
regardl ess of what the certificate says. So if it's
certificated --

MR. CRABB: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: -- for 700 negawatts and
the air permt says only going to allow em ssions for
350 negawatts, you can't run it beyond 350 negawatts.

MR. CRABB: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: So | think that's --
because that was the other thing | wanted to talk to the
menbers about. Do we want to approve it as phases based
on the air permt, but | don't -- |ooking, hearing that,
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| don't think that's necessary. Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M question is nostly
educating ne. G ven what you've just said about the
350- megawatt limt based on the air dispersion and stuff,
when you sign an LA A that is demand or reliability, then
t he maxi num denmand or negawatts that you can put on the
systemis 350, right, not 7007

MR CRABB: If | -- let nme try to address
that. The -- yes, your naxi mum operational capability is
limted by your air permt. The LA A doesn't |ook at
capacity factors as nuch. They | ook at maxi num
performance of the grid infrastructure.

And so they will look at sort of overl oads
of various conponents based on the maxi mum export
capability. And so we do provide -- this nay be nore
information -- well, you would know this, but we do
provi de sort of perfornmance curves of the various
technol ogies so that the grid operator can eval uate that
maxi mum perf ormance case under certain anbi ent
t enper at ures, because i npedance and sone of those other
i ssues on the grid do change with anbi ent tenperature.

But we don't provide 8760s or dispatch
nmet hodol ogy or dispatch restrictions to the grid
operator. They don't really care. They're |ooking at
wor st - case scenarios, which is our nmaxinmum export.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Understood. But | guess
maybe ny question -- | know ny question was not well
phr ased.

But for planning purposes for the area,
woul d your plant be considered to be a 350-negawatt pl ant
or a 700-nmegawatt plant? And that has no bearing on this
CEC, it's just for ny infornmation.

MR. CRABB: Yes, so | guess there's
mul tiple layers of planning to that as well. So the
utilities, the actual consumers of that capacity wll
| ook at planni ng scenari os based on the capability of the
pl ant .

So it wll be whichever is the [imting
factor in that, whether that's the CEC permt, the L4 A,
or the air dispersion nodeling, or any other nunber of
other permts; right? Like, we can't contract a plant
that we don't have those full authorities for.

And then those | oad-serving entities wll
| ook at -- and they run very sophisticated nodels on
dispatch limtations; right? That'll be part of our
contract that they didn't call on the unit beyond what
its performance is around all of the different
consunmabl es and conponents of the facility.

The grid operator is |looking nore at a
maxi num case, sort of worst-case scenario on the
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transm ssi on system which is sort of WAPA's bubble, if
you w Il .

In sone jurisdictions that transm ssion
operator is also the |load-serving entity, in which case
they have two different groups that may or may not talk
to each other on how they | ook at those different
scenari os.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. That was an
excel l ent answer and | appreciate it.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: | agree with your concl usion.
| don't think we need to break this out into phases.
think the project is described as 700 negawatts and so
many units.

CHW STAFFORD: Now, another quick
foll ow-up question. For the conditional use permt for
the power plant, howis it described to thenf? Size of
the plant? | think you said this already but please
refresh ny nenory.

MR. ELLIS: |If you give us just a nonent,
we're pulling that up.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Perfect. Wile
they're doing that let's go on.

MEMBER FANT: | thought Kenda was --
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CHW STAFFORD: \What ?
MEMBER HILL: Can | ask one question?

CHW STAFFORD: Hang on a second. | got
people talking, |I can't hear what -- Menber Fant.
MEMBER FANT: | thought Kenda had sonet hi ng

to say.

CHW STAFFORD: Onh, Ms. Pollio.

MS. POLLIO |I'msorry.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ms. Pollio, do you have
sonmething to say?

M5. POLLIG No, | was apologizing -- |
apol ogi ze.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

M5. POLLIO | was just waving to ny
friends that are hel ping.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Menber Hill

M5. POLLIG  Thank you, though.

MEMBER HI LL: Menber Hill, you had
sonet hi ng?

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah. M. Crabb, | think
this is just probably just an error in the conversation,
but you keep referencing the eight units in the air
qual ity permt, but when I'mlooking at the air quality
permt, it looks like it's 10 LM6000s, and |'m j ust
t hi nki ng maybe you m srenenbered the nunber
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But then | was thinking is this about the
spare units, and so are the spare units part of your
consideration for the air permt? AmIl seeing that
right?

On page -- in Figure 5.4 of the scenario 2
map, it shows 10 LM6000s, and | think you' ve been saying
eight and |'ve just been chalking that up to it's just
m srenenberi ng the nunber, not a big deal. But then if
the spare units were part of is what | was trying to
figure out.

MR. CRABB: Yeah. |[If you go to page 4-1,
the 4.2 proposed design configurations, you're right, we
did include two spares, and that's the 10.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay.

MR. CRABB: The eight is really what we're
expecting --

MEMBER HI LL: | just wanted to make sure
that --

MR. CRABB: No, thank you. Thank you.

MEMBER HILL: -- | wasn't -- yeah. Ckay.

MR. CRABB: As you can tell we | ooked at a
nunber of configurations here, and so | appreciate the
clarification.

MEMBER HI LL: No worries. |'ve been
chalking it up to, but then | started thinking about the
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spares, so | just wanted to ask for clarification. Thank
you.

MR. ACKEN. The note being handed to ne by
t he people who actually know says that the county CUP
aut hori zed 600 negawatts. As we tal ked the other day
that wasn't nanepl ate capacity. And it doesn't specify
t he nunber of turbines at all.

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. Thank you.

MR. ACKEN. The county approval process.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Al right. And
then | think noving on in the BLM what's attached to the
application nention -- described the 230kV line as single
circuit.

But | think that was anmended in Exhibit 16.
The updated pl an of devel opnment describes it as a double
circuit, which is what you're asking for is a double
circuit for this line, for 263; correct?

MR. ACKEN. Correct. W are asking for
authority to do double circuits with the likely
expectation or certainly we want the flexibility for
single circuits fromthe thermal plant substation to the
sol ar and BESS subst ati on.

CHW STAFFORD: And then we tal ked about,
in Exhibit C of Hearing Exhibit 1 to the application, the
letter from Gane and Fish. It tal ked about gen-tie and a
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data center

You have touched on this before, but there
is no data center contenpl ated being served directly by
this power plant, both either the thermal or the
renewabl e; correct?

MR ELLIS: Chairman Stafford, you are
correct. At one point, it was contenplated, right, and
as | described yesterday in ny testinony, oftentines when
you' re seeki ng devel opnent you'll throw everything and
the kitchen sink in your description.

As we have noved forward with this and
specifically wth discussions with offtakers, we are
permtting this as an energy center generation only.

When we went before the county we were very
speci fic and di scussed precisely this point with the
county and that is for generation only at this point.

And so for the record we are only planning
on this as generation, and if we ever did want to expand
it to include a data center, as | nentioned yesterday, we
woul d spend a significant anmount of tinme w nning the
support of the community, and if we were not able to do
that, then we would not proceed with the permtting, and
so that's where it is at this stage.

CHW STAFFORD: Now, woul d the data center
need a special use permt or a conditional use permt to
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site in this area?

MR ELLIS: Yes, we would have to go back
to the county and seek their express approval in order to
proceed with the devel opnent of a data center.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So the Gane and Fish
|l etter was in response to your initial shotgun approach
before you have refined the scope of the project, then?

MR ELLIS: That's a fair description.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. Thank you. All
right. And then, let's see, and then the water use,
| ooki ng at Exhibit B of Hearing Exhibit 1, the
application, there's the groundwater basin analysis and
nodel i ng.

Now, again, this one it describes it as a
600- negawatt gas plant. Again, that's -- to clarify that
is speaking in terns of operating capacity, not naneplate
capacity.

MR, ELLIS: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: And then we had -- and when
you did the water use assessnent, | ook to page 1, the
CliffsNotes it says you're going to use 160 acre feet of
wat er per year for the 12-nmonth construction period and
then 10 acre feet annually for the thermal plant and then
an additional two for the rest of the energy facility;
correct? That hasn't changed?
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MR. CRABB: That's correct. | would think
of that too as sort of potable water, which could include
use at the thermal facilities. That may be a very m nor
di stinction.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then |I'm | ooking
to Menber Meeker, currently under the current rules and
laws for La Paz County since it's not active nanagenent
here, they're not required to report any punpi ng nunbers
fromtheir well; correct?

MEMBER BEEKER: That's correct, M. Chair.
One point of clarification. Community water systens that
are | ocated outside of active managenent areas do report
annual water usage to the departnent, so | think you were
going to drill -- if I recall, you were drilling your own
wel |l so that would not be the case.

But if you were receiving water from
anot her community water systemw thin the area, they
woul d be required to report that they were delivering
water to your facility, and that would be reported to the
departnent. So that would be a question for the project
managers.

CHW STAFFORD: |'m | ooking to the
applicant. | think, | seemto recall testinony that
there was the possibility of getting municipal water was
expl ored, but at this point ny recollection was that you
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intended to drill that well that woul d have adequate

vol une. You need a higher gallon-per-mnute rate and
capacity of total volume com ng out that was beyond what
the existing well on the site was.

MR, ELLIS: So currently our planis to
drill a well. And we are doing that because we need that
well to support the needs of the battery and sol ar
project that we are under contract to provide.

We have al ready had di scussions with the
McMul | en Water District about potential water supply for
the gas facility.

So | would say that all kind of options are
open, but we have actively explored that and even signed
an exploratory letter of intent wwth the water district.

CHW STAFFORD: The McMil |l en Water
District, they serve this -- they serve Wl don.

MR. ELLIS: Wenden.

CHW STAFFORD: \Wenden. Excuse ne.

MR ELLIS: Yes. MMillen Valley Water
District, yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And they serve the
farmers in the area -- they use -- they have their own
groundwat er, they have access to surface water. Do
they -- they provide end use water, potable, they provide
irrigation water as well.
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MR. ELLIS: |'mnot sure about the
irrigation water purpose. But | am-- my understanding
is yes, they do serve the residents of Wenden with
pot abl e wat er.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber H II.

MEMBER HILL: So 12 acre feet a year of
potable water. So that's -- you'll use that -- potable
was the question that | had. |Is that like if you have to

do RO because you need a certain quality, you' re using
12 acre feet a year of the RO water that comes out of
t hat ?

So there's like a lot of water |oss
associated wwth RO So I'mtrying to figure out is this
posttreatnent or pretreatnment? How nmuch are you punpi ng?

MR. CRABB: Yeah, this volune is a
pretreat nent nunber and part of why we're exploring sone
of the other solutions is to further augnment potenti al
| oss associated with that treatnent.

MEMBER HI LL: That's great.

MR. CRABB: And including sone of the other
sort of storage water on site; right. So, again,
anything we can do to mnim ze that inpact on the
conmmunity is really inportant to us.
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MEMBER HILL: Okay. So it's 12 acre feet a
year of water that you're going to punp?

MR. CRABB: Correct.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. And that will address
all of the fire -- | can't renenber --

MR. CRABB: Yeah. There wll be, if you
| ook closely at that site nmap, there will be storage
t anks, aboveground storage tanks is currently
contenpl ated for the appropriate fire suppression.

MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. Geat. Thanks.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman, thank you. |
had al so had a question about this. | was thinking |I had
heard in previous testinony that even though you're not
required to report your water usage that you intended to
do so. Am | correct or am| m srenmenbering?

MR. ELLIS: Thank you, Menber Little.
You're not m srenenbering. W are prepared to do that
and have given that sone thought how we could do that.

"Il address it here, is we are going to
mai ntain a project website and we'll post those annua
water figures on our website, and that will be nmade
avai |l abl e to, you know, everyone has access to the
I nt ernet.

| would also like to clarify nmy earlier
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statement as to Wenden Donestic Water District, not
McMullen. | got the first word of that agency w ong.
It's Wenden.

CHW STAFFORD: And McMullen is what, then?
VWhat is MMl | en?

MEMBER FANT: Irrigation district.

CHW STAFFORD: That's the irrigation
district. Okay.

MEMBER FANT: Irrigation and drai nage.

CHW STAFFORD: (Ckay. So you wouldn't --
you woul dn't be getting your water fromthe irrigation
district, you' d be getting it fromthe --

MR. ELLIS: From Wenden Donestic Water.

CHW STAFFORD:. GCkay. Ckay.

Menber Meeker.

MEMBER MEEKER: | just wanted to confirm
for the record that the Wenden Donestic Water | nprovenent
District is the community water system and does report
their water usage to ADVWR

CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. All right. Now, the
appl i cant has expressed willingness to put the punping
nunbers on its website. | assume you' d also be willing
to provide that to DAR and |' m assum ng DAR woul d |ike to
have that information?

MEMBER MEEKER: |f they are receiving water
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fromthe Wenden DW D, Donestic Water | nprovenent
District, that should be reported with their annual
report that they are delivering water to this facility.

So it would be included. But we would be
happy to also see that on their website and any ot her
additional reporting, that voluntary reporting that they
would like to submt, we always wel cone that.

CHW STAFFORD: 1'mtal king about the water

they punp fromtheir own well on site assum ng they don't
get any water from Wenden.

MEMBER MEEKER: Then, yes, if they would
like to report that on their website, that's --

CHW STAFFORD: Woul d that be adequate or
woul d you prefer -- how do -- how do other water
conmpani es submt the data to DAR? Do you have a
preference for that?

VMEMBER MEEKER. W can't require that.

CHW STAFFORD: The conmittee can require
it. The conmttee can require it as a condition. [|I'm
aski ng, DWR, how would they would prefer to receive that
i nformation?

MEMBER MEEKER: | can check in with our
departnment and get clarification on how we would like to
receive that.

CHW STAFFORD: 1Is it good enough to have

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

526



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il 08/05/2026 527

it on their website and you can go ook at it?

MEMBER MEEKER: | woul d think so, yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So it wouldn't be
additional, they could put it in one place, they don't
need to send you a formas well, they can just put the
information on the website and that woul d satisfy DWR
That's the basic issue I'mtrying to get to.

MEMBER MEEKER  Yes, M. Chair. | think
that woul d, and that woul d al so provide transparency for
the conmmunity, | inmagine.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MEMBER MEEKER: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. | think that's
what | have fromthe application itself.

M. Acken, there was a conment letter filed
in the docket filed by the Sierra Club raising sone
i ssues with the application.

|'"d i ke to have you address them if you
woul d, please. | think the first one is about the
I nconsi stent descriptions of the distance fromthe
nearest honme to the site boundary and the gas plant.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairman. And
just for the record, this is a public coment letter, not
a request to intervene, which would have been late, or a
request for a limted appearance, which | think al so
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woul d have been | ate.

But in order for a full, accurate record we
appreci ate the opportunity to correct a nunber of the
m sstatenents in this letter.

As | understand correctly, you are | ooking
at page 3, the first question to ne on the --

CHW STAFFORD:  Yes.

MR. ACKEN. -- the distances.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q So, Ms. Pollio, I'll turn this one to you. Have
you had a chance to review the comment letter filed by
the public commenter yesterday?

MR, ELLIS: W have.
POLLIGC  Yes. Sorry.
ACKEN: Thank you, M. Ellis.

5 3 O

POLLIO. Sorry. | was trying to get it
and | could not find the letter.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q It takes a panel. So | would like one of you to
address the question raised or the claimraised that
there was an inaccuracy in distances in the noise study.
How woul d you respond?

A (Ms. Pollio) Yes, there was one |ocation where
there was a -- | think it's on an anmendnent to the --
what is the word that I"mlooking for? -- an update to
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the sentence in our application.

And the -- it would be on the PDF page 526 is
the reference there. And if you ook at the narrative in
this letter, the discrepancy is that while the noise

shows the nearest honme is | ess than a thousand feet form

the site boundary -- let's see, it's actually the
sentence above -- I'mgetting there. | apol ogize.
So the -- | apologize, it's the second sentence,

"The noi se study provided in the CEC application states
the nearest residence is |located 880 feet fromthe Eagle
Eye boundary. And the distance between the nearest

resi dence and the gas-fired plant is two m|es.

"However, the application contradicts
incorrectly asserting the nearest residence is two mles
fromthe site boundary and three niles fromthe gas pl ant
boundary. "

And so one was supposed to be the gas pl ant
boundary and one was the -- again we're tal king about the
buffer of the gen-tie. So we were trying to describe the
two jurisdictional conmponents in that sentence.

So the update should be the gen-tie boundary is
two mles away and the gas plant boundary is actually
three mles away.

So it's just a difference in the cl osest
residence is 880 feet fromthe energy center boundary.
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The cl osest residence is two mles fromthe gen-tie
boundary and three mles fromthe generation site
boundary. So it is literally just that term nol ogy that
was i ncorrect.

Q So would you -- well, before you franme it as
incorrect, let nme ask the question: |Is it an inaccuracy
or are we -- or is it referring to different things?

A (Ms. Pollio) It was referring to different
things. So the nunbers are accurate.

Q That was ny questi on.

A (Ms Pollio) Yes.

Q So is any revision to either the noise study or
the CEC application necessary in response to this
conment ?

A (Ms. Pollio) There is one change and it would
just be instead of site boundary, it would be gen-tie
corridor boundary.

Q Does it change the results of the noise study in
any way?

A (Ms. Pollio) Absolutely not.

Q And why is that?

A (Ms. Pollio) Because first of all the gen-tie
is really not the primary noi se source. W were just
trying to reflect the distance of the two jurisdictional
conponents. So the actual distance to the noise source
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I s accurate throughout the docunents.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fontes.

MEMBER FONTES: Yes. Can you clarify,
because your noi se study was done on the area, not a
point that you recomended yesterday. Can you clarify
your statenent, though, with respect to that?

M5. POLLIO So the noise study was done
for the area of the hundred-acre generation site. And
actually | can be -- clarify a bit nore. The actual
80-f oot proposed site boundary, that's the generation
site boundary.

So the distances are correct and the noise
studies reflect the distance to that site boundary and
t he noi se study was nodel ed fromthat 80-acre area.

MEMBER FONTES: Wbul d you change anyt hi ng
to assuage any concerns that this letter fromthe Sierra
Club intends to clear that up based on this study and
these comments, if you're going to do any nodifications?
I"mjust trying to nmake this nore clear for stakehol ders.

M5. POLLI G Again, the inaccurate
| anguage, again, the | anguage was trying to reflect the
gen-tie conponent which, again, was not -- is not the
noi se source. M nimal noise source. Nothing that woul d,
you know, it's not the primary noise source that was
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nodel ed in the report.

So the noise study, there's no -- there
woul d be no need to update the noise study. It literally
is just those two words in the text of the exhibit
itself.

MEMBER FONTES: No, | understand that and
thank you for that clarification there. But what |I'm
saying is the Sierra Club letter obviously is intended to
address noi se potential issues on the generation as well.

You have an area study, we've got sone
clarifications that they' re asking about noise. [|I'm
stating beyond M. Acken's references on the
representations, is there anything you mght offer in
changes if you make a change to the application that
coul d address the broader issues that the letter is
aski ng that you woul d suggest ?

M5. POLLI O Because the noise study
results are literally there is no, to the cl osest
sensitive receptors, there would be no difference from
background, which is literally zero inpact, | don't think
that there would -- it is necessary to change the noise
report because there is, you know, there was sone kind of
i mpact | can see that.

But we are literally at no inpact, no
addi ti onal noi se from background | evel s based on the
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cl osest receptors. | feel strongly that the noise report
stands on its own.

MR. ACKEN. Maybe |I can ask this a
di fferent way.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q I n your professional opinion, is the noise study
reliable and accurate?

A (Ms. Pollio) Yes.

Q And are the conclusions in the noise study
reliable and accurate?

A (Ms. Pollio) Yes.

Q And do they provide a foundation on which this
conmttee can reach the conclusion required by its
statutory review to assess noise em ssion |evels and
interference with comruni cation signal s?

A (Ms. Pollio) Yes.

MR, ACKEN. Thank you.

MEMBER FONTES: | wasn't asking about the
noi se study, M. Acken, whatsoever. But | thank you for
t hat .

What | was asking and referring to is can
there be additional changes to either the application or
the representations on the distance that could
I ncorporate that can assuage the inplications of what the
Sierra Club letter the M. Chairnman asked about or that
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the -- Ms. Pollio m ght suggest.

M5. POLLIO | would suggest that we clear
up the record, that two words in our application need to
be nodified. That would be -- that is ny suggestion is
that that needs to be on the record to clear up that
i naccuracy of literally the two words. Instead of site
boundary it should be gen-tie boundary.

MEMBER FONTES: To reflect the area that is
corresponding to the noise study. | think that's right,
but I was just trying to suss out here if you had
addi ti onal phrases that m ght address this just to put to
rest any kind of concerns.

M5. POLLIG | do think that's the
clarification and really this paragraph does not seemto
be concerned about the noise itself. Because clearly
there's no noise at the closest receptor. So it really
is about those two words and | think that clears it up.

MEMBER FONTES: Great. You've assuaged ne.
M. Chairman, | was just seeing if she had additional
context and a narrative that mght add to that, but I'm
satisfied if you are.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. Thank you. Mbving on
to the second one, you have since entered the air permt
application into the record as well as the revised permt
submttal as Hearing Exhibits 15 and 17. | think you' ve
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expl ai ned what the 350 negawatts neans in that.

And what -- and if you want to go beyond
that you'll have to anend this permt; correct? And go
t hrough the public process?

MR. CRABB: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Under the -- assum ng that
the permt as requested is issued, what is the projected
CO2 em ssions fromthis plant? WMaybe let ne do the math
on that, but | would have to assune, | think part of the
chal l enge is we woul d have to assune sone --

CHW STAFFORD: Capacity.

MR. CRABB: -- inpact frequency; right?
Which is |ikely not our control froma contractua
perspective, but let ne get you an estimate.

CHW STAFFORD: What's -- and based on the
terms of the air permt, you know, your pollutants are
limted to 30 percent capacity factor?

MR. CRABB: Correct. On the CQ2 that's
governed by greenhouse gas protocol, which is a firm
limt of 30 percent.

CHW STAFFORD: So just give us the maxi num
you could emt on the annual basis, then.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairnman, does your
guesti on suppose that they're going to use that specific
LM6000 units? Because that answer is going to vary on

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il 08/05/2026

di fferent units.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, |'m assum ng LMs00Os.
Thank you.

MEMBER FONTES: Ckay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: That is the preferred unit;
correct? That's what you really want is the LM500O0;
correct?

MR. CRABB: Correct. There will be sone
m nor variance, but the different conbustion turbines or
reci procating engines that we are | ooking at have very
conpar abl e heat rates, and so they consune simlar
volunes of gas and wll emt simlar volunmes of CO2, not
exact, but --

CHW STAFFORD: R ght, | recall | ooking,
and the differences seemto be |l ess than 1 percent across
the units.

MR, CRABB: Yeah, | couldn't speak to the
exact, but yes, they'll be small. They all use the
simlar best avail able control technol ogi es and have
simlar heat rate performance characteristics that are
the main drivers of the pollutants.

It's the volunme of natural gas that is
consunmed and when you conbust that, it emts those
pol | ut ants.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. |'Il let you do that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

536



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il 08/05/2026 537

math we'll nove on to the next one.

MEMBER FONTES: Just an observation, if you
have refurbi shed and repackaged units, there is heat rate
degradati on and CO2 increases even though you may have an
LTSA that you cannot control or predict in outlying
years.

So | hear what you're saying, but that's
why |I'masking, is this on the LM6000 new units or used
units or what are we tal king about here, just so we're
cl ear.

MR CRABB: |[|'Il do it on the LM0O0O.

CHW STAFFORD:  New.

MEMBER FONTES: Thanks. Just so we're
clear for M. Chairman here and his observations on
nanmepl ate capacity and we're consistent. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Just |et us know what your
assunptions are when you give us the nunber, and if that
spurs nore questions, I'll ask themthen. But | just
want kind of a baseline what we're tal ki ng about.

All right. On the next one about the

project's water sources. | think we've -- plan Ais to
drill the well. You're conmtted to voluntarily
reporting all water punped fromthat well. |If you do

switch to a nmunicipal source, that woul d be Wl don [sic]
and they already report to DWR?
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MR. ELLIS: That's what the record
reflects.

CHW STAFFORD: | see Menber Meeker
agr eei ng.

VMEMBER MEEKER: Yes, M. Chair. They are a
community water system and they do report annually their
wat er usage, including what they deliver to other systens
or entities.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

Next up would be the light pollution. M. Acken.

MR, ACKEN. M. Chairman, thank you for the
opportunity to respond to this one. | think there's
sone -- pretty clearly there's sone pretty clear
m sunder st andi ngs or m srepresentations in this letter.

And so Ms. Pollio, you eval uated visual
resource inpacts; is that correct?

M5. POLLIO  Correct.

BY MR ACKEN

Q And woul d |ighting, outdoor lighting have been
sone conponent of the visual resource analysis that you
conduct ed?

A (Ms. Pollio) We do consider it if we think the
lighting is definitely on top of stacks or is going to be
extrenely bright or is not downward |lighting. So, yes,
we did consider |ighting.
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Q What did you -- what were your findings with
respect to lighting associated with the thermal plant?

A (Ms. Pollio) The -- and, again, the applicant
can address details if we have them about |ighting. But
the intent is that the only lighting at the facility
woul d be security lighting that woul d be required, again,
just for security purposes. The stack heights are not at
t he hei ght where they would need the FAA lighting on top
of the stacks. So lighting would be very | ow and
basically, again, nore at building |level for security
pur poses only.

Also, we are conmtted to the mtigation
nmeasures for lighting that are recommend by Arizona
Departnent of Gane and Fish. This is sonething
Bri ght Night commits to regardless, but | think it's
i mportant to note the reference in this letter is
referencing our mtigation table and that mtigation is
an exact mtigation fromthe Departnent.

Q And when you say the reference, are you
referring to -- correct ne if I"'mwong, this would be
Exhi bit -- excuse ne, Footnote 26?

A (Ms. Pollio) Correct.

Q Okay. So wal k us through what Footnote 26,
Exhibit C at 27 of 28 actually is.

M5. POLLIO So that is the mtigation
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table. And the reference is the PDF page nunber, but
this is also --

CHW STAFFORD: This is Exhibit Cto the
application, which is Hearing Exhibit 1.

M5. POLLIG Exactly. That's what | was
| ooking for that is that C nunber. So it is Exhibit 1,
Exhibit C, and that is on page Exhibit C 27, which is
al so the same as the PDF reference in the letter.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. |
assume you're not part of the Pacific Flyway here? This
is too far east, or is it fringe Pacific Flyway?

MR. MARTIN: It would be too far east.

MEMBER FANT: That's what | thought. So
there's no mgratory birds, your concerns here with
lighting would be Iike bats around nighttine.

MR. MARTIN: Yes, sir. W considered
mgratory birds with the Fish and Wldlife Service for
the original solar project and nothing canme up on the
radar.

MEMBER FANT: How about big brown bats?
Not an issue out there? | have no idea what they eat, so

| have no idea if they'd be in this area.
MR. MARTIN. There are five species of bats
that occur, and we don't foresee any issues wth them
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They're just going to be w despread throughout the area,
but there should be no reason to attract them or any
threat to those species fromthe facilities.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you.

MR. ACKEN. And | want to go back, if |
may, to the reference in the stakehol der public comment
|l etter regarding lighting that was in the mtigation
table. And if | could get you, Ms. Pollio, to actually
read what that mtigation neasure says with respect to
| i ghting.

A (Ms. Pollio) Yes. So it says, "Lighting at the
project will be kept to a mninumto avoid inpacts to
nocturnal or nocturnally mgrating wildlife.

"This will include mnim zing the use of high
intensity lighting, steady burning or bright lights such
as sodi um vapor, quartz hal ogen, or other bright
spotlights.

"Lights will also be hooded downward and
directed to mnimze horizontal or skyward illum nation.

"Wherever possible, notion activated or infrared
illTumnation lights that do not react to annual novenent
and switches will be used to keep lights off when not
required.”

Q And, M. Martin, you interfaced with Gane and
Fish with respect to mtigation neasures; is that
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correct?

A (M. Martin) That is correct.

Q And so this mtigation neasure, was it proposed
by the applicant or Gane and Fish? Do you recall?

A (M. Martin) It was proposed by Gane and Fish
in their original recomendati ons. However, this is a
standard practice in the industry to avoid the attraction
of birds, insects, and whatnot.

Q And so you would concur with Ganme and Fish's
recommendations and this mtigation nmeasure?

A (M. Martin) Yes, sir.

MR, ACKEN:. Ckay. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes, did you have
a question? Yes, Menber Fontes?

MEMBER FONTES: Can you hear ne,

M. Chai rman?

CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Acken, | appreciate you
focusing on Gane and Fish but there's a practical reality
of this. As | think nmenbers of the conmmttee and the
appl i cant knows, | used to work for WAPA and | financed a
| ot of substations and transmi ssion lines particularly in
this county. W have had force majeure events and we
have had unpl anned outages at substation fromthe bats
that M. Fant did raise due to the insect attraction.
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| woul d encourage the applicant to consult
w t h WAPA substati on mai nt enance personnel with respect
to the sprayers that they have to have installed at sone
of the substations over here that emit a purple
Kool - Ai d-1 i ke substance on a notion-detection system
That was the corrective inplenentation plan that we had
after a fatal fault analysis on sonme things. It's been
published in industry publications. | don't offer that
as sonething that we need to put in the record here, but
just nore of a practical preventative neasure on top of
Ganme and Fish, who are not power utility people. Just
bei ng practical.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Fontes.
W are coming up alnmost 90 minutes. |'mecertain the
court reporter could use a break. Let's take a 15-mnute
recess. Let's go off the record.

(Recess from10:29 a.m to 10:48 a.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record. | think we had just covered the |ight pollution.
| think the next coment is about the 90-day plan.

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, if | could,
there's a couple questions about the 90-day plan. And
this first one also tal ks about size of the project.
think we have -- | think we have a robust record on why
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we' re using nanepl ate capacity and why that nmay differ
from ot hers.

If I nove on to Section 3 about timng, we
tal ked about this and I think we did it in the prefiling
conference that, yes, the 90-day plan was submtted |ess
than 90 days before application, the Conm ssion has the
authority but not the obligation to refuse to hear an
application in the absence of good cause. So it's a
threshold matter. There's a legally incorrect statenent
in this letter that says the Comm ssion should not have
heard it. That is at the Conm ssion's discretion.

Again, in the absence of good cause, the
Conmm ssi on decided to hear the application by referring
it to the commttee. | submt that that was a smart
deci sion by the Comrission, and | al so submt that we had
good cause, again, because of the tine we were still
eval uati ng what options to bring forward to this
commttee.

| further note that the public commenter
knows the facts and law -- well, knows the law on this
i ssue which has been litigated. And the Comm ssion's
determi nation to consider an application for which a
90-day plan which is 90 days prior to the application has
been validated and confirned by Arizona review ng courts.
So that's all | planned to say on subpart 3 unless you
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have further questions for ne.

CHW STAFFORD: No, | would concur with
that because it's the Conm ssion's discretion. The
committee does not have discretion on that point. Once
the matter is referred to the commttee fromthe
Conm ssi on, we have to act with a statutory tine frane,
which we are in the process of doing.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

4 and 5 are really somewhat related about
need for a gas-fired plant, and a gas-fired plant is not
in the public interest. | think we've tal ked about over
the years, this commttee takes evidence on need and
public interest. But that, of course, is the
Commi ssion's charge under its bal ancing test under
40- 360. 07.

| would submit that we have denonstrated
that there is a clear need for this project and many,
many nore, that this commttee is very well aware of from
this proceedi ng, other proceedings, proceedings to cone,
and ot her proceedings at the Conm ssion as well as just
general know edge of the extrene growth of |oad demand in
Arizona throughout the country.

And specifically the testinony in this case
showed that both APS and SRP have broken the
9, 000- nregawatt barrier. That's a new one by far.
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And we're going to see that, the
expectation is that we're going to see that year over
year. So | think this committee can take confort when
the Conmi ssion reviews, that they will find that new
capacity that can cone online in a short order like this
can i s extrenely necessary.

And further, focusing ny comments on the
thermal piece, the testinony shows on the -- as relate to
the gen-tie portion is we have a pendi ng urgent need for
approval for the gen-tie to interconnect a solar and BESS
proj ect that already has a PPA with an Ari zona
| oad-serving entity. So if there is ever a project that
had denonstrated a need for it, it is this one.

So with that, those are ny thoughts, but
happy to have w tnesses provide additional context if the
commttee would Iike.

CHW STAFFORD: | believe M. Crabb was
going to crunch sone nunbers over the break as well.

MR. ACKEN. He did.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: May | address the issue of
need? It's one that | was going to bring up anyway.
Denonstrating to us that the need for a project.

| don't dispute this -- that this project
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iIs needed. | don't dispute that projects like this are
needed. | think the word "need" is an understatenent in
today' s worl d.
However, | m ght suggest that in the future

applicants m ght consider putting on the record
i nformati on about RFPs that the |oad-serving utilities or
| oad-serving entities have out or anticipate are
bringing, informati on when the new i ntegrated resource
pl ans are nade public by the utilities.
So that there is, on the record, for the
CEC itself information that the rest of us, even |, who
kind of try to keep track of what's going on wth power
in the state, but the rest of us and the public wll have
the benefit of having that information presented to us so
that we know what the utilities are saying. They need
this. Look, the utilities are putting in their
i ntegrated resource plan they need this type of power.
And that is just a suggestion. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Little.

M. Crabb.
MR CRABB: | -- so | can do the commttee
one better versus ny napkin calculations. | direct the

teamto the air permt application, Appendix A, which
hosts all of the detailed em ssions cal cul ati ons
summari zed on that first page. It is PDF page 52.
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MR. ACKEN. And for the record you are
referring to the revised submttal; is that correct?

MR. CRABB: Correct, which | believe is
Exhibit 17 if I'm--

MR. ACKEN. Thank you for that. That
sounds correct.

MR. CRABB: And so the LM6000 CO2
equi valent, this is new and cl ean, 772,000 tons per year
of CO2 equival ent at maxi mum capacity factor.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, that's -- is that
meani ng at the 30 percent that your air permt is limted
to, or if the plant were to run full out?

MR. CRABB: At the 30 percent.

CHW STAFFORD:. Okay. Just nmking sure.

MR. CRABB: And it accounts for -- that
accounts for the dual fuel use at maxi mum use and then
there's sone additional detail we have to report, bal ance
of plant em ssion sources as well into that CO2
equi valent. CO2 equivalent is nore than just CO2. It
I ncl udes sonme of the other methane em ssions and ot her
em ssions that have gl obal warm ng inpacts.

So that equivalent netric is a grand total
sort of maxi mum case in new condition.

CHW STAFFORD: And that's for all three of
t he contenpl at ed generator types?
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MR. CRABB: The data is different for each
of them but yes, the information for all three is
i ncl uded, and as you scroll through Appendix A it gives
you specific details of the calcul ations used for al
t hree generation configurations.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. |If I'mscrolling
over to the far right for the CO2 equivalents, it |ooks
like the Wartsila is the | owest for the CO2 em ssions?
That's the RICE unit.

MR, CRABB: Correct. But higher hazardous
air pollutants.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So it's the
information that the Sierra Cub said was | acking.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. Menber Fontes, could
you pl ease turn your canmera on? It nakes it so much
easier for the court reporter.

MEMBER FONTES: [I'min a | ocation where |
cannot do that right now | appreciate the opportunity
to speak, though.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Pl ease proceed.

MEMBER FONTES: |Is there any SF6 breakers
on the step-up transformers or the things we have
jurisdiction over? Because that's a big CO2 equival ent.
Just out of curiosity.
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MR ELLIS: Menber Fontes, would you
restate the question, please?

MEMBER FONTES: |s there any SF6 in the
breakers for the step-up transfornmers fromthe thernmal
generation site that would i npact the CO2 equi val ent?

MR. ELLIS: | think we need a bit of tine
the run that question down. That's a pretty specific
guestion. Unless ny colleague, M. Crabb, has it at his
fingertips.

MR. CRABB: | don't know the exact answer,
but I will point to some of the -- sort of what is deened
fugitive em ssions, so starting in Row 4 on that Table 1
I n Appendi x A does sort of list out the handful of other
ancillary equi pnrent that have potential for CO2 inpacts,
and does include the circuit breakers.

| can't speak to the specific engineering
behi nd that, but it does give you an order of magnitude
on CO2 equivalent for ancillary equi pnent.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, I'll also add that
Table 13 in that Appendix Ais specifically a deeper dive
on the SF6 fugitive em ssions, so it gives you a little
bit nmore conpl exity.

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chair, | just point
that out because | want to make sure you are satisfied
wth that ask or observation by the Sierra Club. [|I'm
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satisfied that it's covered.
| just wanted to bring that out and ask the
specific question on the SF6 because it often gets
over|l ooked in sinple air em ssions nodeling.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Fontes.
All right. And then | think, nmake sure ny
recollection is accurate. For the gen-tie we have it
2 percent on private |and, 70 percent on BLM I and, and
then 28 percent on Arizona state trust |and.
The gas plant will be 100 percent on
private |land, but the solar and the BESS are going to
be -- are those all on state trust |and?
MR. ELLIS: The solar and BESS w || be
| ocated on state trust |and, yes, M. Chairmn.
BY MR ACKEN
Q M. Ellis, just to doubl e-check, are portions of
that potentially on private land? | thought that was the
testinony of M. Furman of the solar.
A (M. Ellis) You'reright. So, and thank you
for the corrective.

So we do have sone private land that will be
included. It's a snmall percentage, it's about 80 acres,
gi ve or take, but, so overwhelmngly it's state land with
a small mx of sone private | and.

Thank you for the --
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CHW STAFFORD: You say | ess than
1 percent?

MR. ELLIS: Less than what percent?

CHW STAFFORD: 1 percent.

MR, ELLIS: No, it's nore than 1 percent.

CHW STAFFORD: Less than 10 percent?

MR ELLIS: Less than 10 percent, yes.

MR. ACKEN. And | believe M. Furman
provi ded that testinony, and so if we need precision |I'd
ask himto | ook that up and maybe we can get back to you
on a break on that.

CHW STAFFORD:. That's fine. Thank you.
That's -- I"'mjust -- | don't need acreage, |'mjust
trying to get a sense of what -- where everything is
going to be ownershi p-of -1 and-w se.

Those are the questions that | had. Any
ot her questions from nenbers?

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, while we're
tal king about letters, there was a really nice letter
fromGary Saiter in your letters of support and he
menti oned that you guys, that the team had cormmitted to
trying to rel ocate saguaros and cacti .

And | just had one clarifying question,
because | went through the mtigation neasures as
Exhibit B to the proposed CEC, saw everything | needed to
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see from Gane and Fish. One clarifying question.
In the vegetation section, you say that
"The project will conply with Arizona native law. A
native plant inventory will be conducted to identify,
record, and coordi nate plant sal vage efforts for species
that are protected under the Arizona native plant |aw"
Are -- | don't know enough to know whet her
saguaros and cacti that are identified in M. Cedar's
letter are in that category, or should we adjust that
| anguage a little bit for salvage? Do you have thoughts
on that, Ms. Pollio or M. Martin?

MR MARTI N: "1l defer also to M. Acken

who can -- howthis relates to the actual act. Is it the

species that it requires us to protect?
However, we're currently doing a ful
i nventory, so we have a census of all of the native

pl ants that occur within the disturbed areas. Fromthat,

engineering wll design to avoid. If we can't avoid,
then we will either salvage or give notice to the
Departnent of Ag on what we'll renove.

So that's -- if you need sone nore

clarification, go ahead.

MR, ELLIS: Yeah, if I mght add, Menber
Hll, one of the things that we did on Box Canyon, which
we plan to replicate on this project and it's really
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cool, I"'mnot sure if that's a good termto use here on
testi nony.

But there's a group by the name of Natural
Restorations. You're nodding your heads so you may be
famliar with them They are veterans-run group. And
they will conme in and they will harvest and sal vage the
avai l abl e plants on a site like this prior to the
construction event. And they use those plants to help
replant burn scarred areas in the state of Arizona.
Real | y wonderful group.

So we used them on Box Canyon. And then
what we did, and this was all voluntary, we cane in and
we rescued, | think that was your termyesterday, all of
t he saguaros on the site that we could and we repl anted
themin various areas in Pinal County.

| think one may have even gone to the
arboretum so they were sprinkled around and we worked
pretty extensively to get those in happy honmes. |
actually have two at ny hone in Phoenix, believe it or
not. So we plan to replicate that strategy here.

It was so successful that we plan to do
that. And so M. Furman, who's not up here but he's
behind ne is, we've already contracted with Tetra Tech to
do that saguaro inventory.

Qur plan is to identify the ones that are,
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if they get too big you can't rescue them But our plan
is toreplicate that. So that nmay give you sone confort.
We are going to use both those strategies here which was
really successful and we want to do it, again.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you. | think that's
definitely the right action.

| was -- and I'mglad to hear the story and
| actually would love to learn nore. | just wanted to
make sure that his request for the saguaro and the cacti
and effort to relocate them He wasn't, you know, he
wasn't terribly demandi ng but said he had nmade t hat
agreenment wth you guys, was reflected sonewhere in the
mtigation neasures, and | thought we m ght have captured
in the Arizona native plant |aw piece, but if there' s any
| anguage that you want to adjust to make sure we capture
that, I'd be open to that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Menber Hill, are you -- did
you have ot her questions?

MEMBER HILL: | think Menber [sic] Pollio
want ed to respond.

M5. POLLIG | was just going say that
M. Martin and | were | ooking, those are protected under,
all those species are protected under Arizona native
plant law. So it is accurate.
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MEMBER HI LL: Super. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have a coupl e of just
clarification questions about statenents that were in the
appl i cation.

A couple of places in the application, a
residential -- a planned residential area call ed Saguaro
Acres subdivision, which is just slightly over a mle
nort hwest of the project, is nentioned in the
appl i cations.

And it sounds like it was sort of
contenpl ated and there was sonme work done and -- but it
has not progressed. | would just like to have on the
record what the status of that is, if it has pretty nuch
been abandoned, if it |ooks |ike sonebody's going to
start buildi ng hones there.

That particular place was not nentioned --
has not been nmentioned in the hearing yet.

M5. POLLIO It did conme up in, you know,
agai n, a planned devel opmrent. Wen we coordinated with
the county and received county data on planned area
devel opnment s.

However, we are unaware of if it is, in
fact, going forward. So it does not appear to be froma
construction perspective or working wwth the county. So
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we -- but that is all we know about it. It does not seem
to be actively noving forward.

But, again, it was in the county data, so
we felt [ike we needed to include it.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

My second question has to do with sone of
t he correspondence between the applicant and the tri bes.
And this would be between, how do you say it, Chenehuevi?

M5. POLLI O  Chenehuevi, yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Chenehuevi tribe. They
nmentioned in one of the e-mail exchanges that they woul d
be interested in providing tribal nonitors for the
projects. And they requested a tribal participation plan
be developed to allow interested tribes to participate in
t he devel opnent of these projects. |'mjust wondering
what status of that is or what the applicant's response
is toit.

M5. POLLIG  Yes. \When we received that,
we i medi ately coordi nated a conference call wth the
tribal nmenbers as well as the BrightNight team | was
al so on that conference call. And basically we talked to
them about, in fact, yes, doing a tribal participation
pl an and coordinating with themas tribal nonitors. But
| can also confirmwith M. Mrtin if that was accurate.

MR. MARTIN: That is accurate. And the
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nost recent survey that we were performng as of | ast
week on the new gen-tie alignnment, Chenehuevi actually
acconpani ed the archaeol ogi sts, so we've al ready put that
in place.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Wbnderful. Thank you.

And ny | ast question, until we get to the
application itself, is we discussed yesterday sonething
that | was not aware of until Menber Fontes brought it
up, that in the interconnection agreenent there is a
di fference between a capacity agreenent and an energy
agr eement .

And it was stated that the agreenent is a
capacity agreenent, |I'mnot sure | have the | anguage
correct there. And |I'm wondering, there actually are
four agreenments. One is -- one agreenent that's being
negoti ated and three that are applications as |
understand it. Are they all capacity or are sonme of them
ener gy?

MEMBER FONTES: Menber Little, can
interject here?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

MEMBER FONTES: | think you got the
t erm nol ogy w ong.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MEMBER FONTES: She's referring to the
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I nterconnection request to WAPA. There's either a
network or an energy. And of the four we're just
wondering if you can wal k us through the -- when they
were filed, how nmuch nmegawatts, and if they're network or
energy for each of those interconnection requests that
you have.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, Menber Fontes.

MR. CRABB: They are all network resources.
The, you can really think about it as three, the surplus
can't -- wouldn't be able to shift froman energy to
network; right? Surplus takes whatever that initial
application. And |I'm|looking to the panel here to
confirmor correct.

| believe the initial application was
submtted in the first half of 2022. And the two
i ncrenmental new gas applications were submtted in May of
2026.

The surplus application cannot be formally
filed until we execute the full LA A for the initial
sol ar application, which we expect to happen over the
next two to three nonths.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you for that
clarification. | appreciate it.

MEMBER FONTES: So they're network
I nterconnects, they're not point-to-point energy
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i nterconnect; correct?
MR, CRABB: Correct.
MEMBER FONTES: Perfect. Thank you.
MEMBER LI TTLE: The rest of ny questions

have al ready been answered today. Thank you. That's the

good news.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Any other
gquestions from nenbers? Well, M. Acken, | believe we're
ready for -- oh, for your closing. Before you do | need

to get hard copies of Hearing Exhibits 18, 19, and 20 and
| believe the court reporter does as well.

MR. ACKEN. We will make sure that that is
done. Perhaps before we break for lunch, but certainly
by the time we return if that works for you.

CHW STAFFORD: That's fine.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you. So | have a short,
i ke, three-hour closing for you.

| feel like I've said ny closing a few
different tines and so | will try to be brief.

On the left, | hope you can read it. |[|'ve
hi ghl i ghted or showing the statutory factors to be
considered by the conmttee. On the right screen is R12,
which is one of our maps. And | think it would be
hel pful, it's hel pful for ne to kind of refrane, we're
three days into a hearing. There's been a | ot of
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di scussi on.

And |' m hopeful what | can do here is give
this commttee confort that this is a well designed
project. It neets the criteria that the commttee
considered. And it does so in a way that is really best
case, protective of the environnent, supported by the
communi ty, and addi ng necessary capacity now, soon, and
wth the ability to do so in the future to neet market
condi tions.

So let me wal k through it. Existing plans
is the first factor under 40-360.06 and, again, 360.06 is
the commttee's review, the Conm ssion's is under 360. 07.

So existing plans of the state for other
devel opnents in the vicinity of the proposed site, we
just had a little discussion about other devel opnents.

But | think the main thing I want to point
out here is you have a project before you that is far
al ong in the devel opnent process that has county
entitlenents in place. And that's getting harder as this
commttee knows. |It's getting harder to obtain county
entitlenments, it's getting really difficult to do that on
a unani nous basis at the planning comr ssion and at the
board of supervisors as this project has done.

So | think that's a real feather in the cap
for this teamand it shows you the |ocal comunity
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support. Again, highlighted with the seven letters of
support froma variety of stakehol ders.

You see a lot of projects. You're going to
see a lot nore. And they are in different portions of
the state. You don't see a whole lot in La Paz County.
This is ny third one, | think in La Paz. And so having
La Paz County support, having Wenden community support, |
think is a real great sign for this project.

Nunber two is fish, wildlife and pl ant
life, biological resources. | don't think you' re going
to find a project that's been studied the way this one
has. | think I've said that a couple tines in other
cases, well, this one's been well studied.

| think the testinony in this record is
this team has done, surveyed over 6,000 acres in the
vicinity of the project. M. Mrtin and his team know
what's out there. And they can speak with a great deal
of confidence that there are no endangered species, there
are no critical habitats in the area because they put
boots on the ground and have done the work. And as a
result of that, M. Martin has an excellent relationship
with Game and Fi sh, and through that iterative process
have devel oped mitigati on neasures that we propose to
I nclude as an exhibit to the CEC, Exhibit B.

We' ve tal ked about noi se em ssion | evels.
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As shown on the em ssion map, the thermal plant is
| ocated quite sone distance. |'mnot going to quote
exact mleage lest | get it wong, but mles from nearby
resi dences.

And if you | ook back at Slide R80 I think,
you know, |I'ma picture visual thinker. And so if you
| ook at that, you see how negligible the noise effects of
this project are because of its |ocation.

Thank you so nmuch for showing that. And
t hat shows nearby sensitive receptors, noise |evels,
far -- associated with the thermal plant that are far
bel ow what's in this room And so you can take confort
that the noise |levels associated with the project are
quite | ow

The fourth itemis the proposed
avai lability of the site for recreational purposes. The
testinmony on Slide 74, as shown on 74, is that there are
surroundi ng recreational areas, and this team again,
took the extra step, nmet with the off-highway vehicle
community and to confirmthat the project wll not

interfere with OHV use in the vicinity of the project.

Nunmber 5 is existing scenic areas. |If we
go to Slide 74 -- and you don't necessarily have to
follow ne, Javier, as | junp around. | just want to

hi ghlight this for the record. But you are. So thank
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you.

This is a wonderful letter from SHPO from
Caroline. It says, "No further work is required. This
proj ect area has been studi ed extensively."

Wth of course the caveat that there was
sone additional study work that needed to be done for the
shifted corridor.

But the study area, and that's a heck of a
study area, shows that there are no cultural resources of
concern, and given extensive study work and given the
recent surveys that have been already been conpleted for
the revised corridor, and we expect that conclusion to
remain the sane.

So when you start addi ng those up and you
get to the total environnent of the area, you realize
this is an excellent site. W're not in -- we're not
next to houses, we're not next to schools. W are close
to a local comunity but not on top of it.

And we have the support of that | ocal
community, including the residents and incl uding
importantly | think here the head of the domestic water
I nprovenent district, whose job it is to be a steward for
the water resources in the area.

| want to tal k about 7. Technica
practicability. | think this is a real positive for this
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project. W' ve had sone discussion and | think sone
concern. But when you look at it, there were a nunber of
projects that cane in 2023 that did not have system

I npact studies at all.

And there was a discussion at that tine
about whether this commttee coul d approve those
projects. Legally the conmttee could and they did and
there was the addition of, at that tinme, condition --
what is Condition 17 in our proposed CEC Hearing
Exhi bit 2 to address the absence of a system i npact study
at the time of the application. To say you're going to
do the study work, you're going to do it in conjunction
wth the network operator and whatever those federally
regul ated studies require you to do before you
i nterconnect, guess what, you're going to do that as a
condition of your project.

And so | view that condition as providing
the necessary predicate for the conmttee to nmake the
finding that projects that -- without all studies done
w ||l provide reliable power.

As | nmentioned just a few m nutes ago this
proj ect has a better fact pattern than nost that
comrmittee approved. This project does have a system
I npact study for 400 negawatts. It does have a
feasibility study. It is far long in the LA
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I nt erconnecti on process.

And so as it relates to that piece, | think
there should be no question -- | hope there's no question
in any conmttee nmenber's mnd that this project has
al ready denonstrated that it can be safely and reliably
I nt er connect ed.

| thought, you know, | hope the conmttee
sees the testinony of M. Crabb as to the ability to use
that surplus interconnection to add a hundred negawatts
of natural gas in a very tinely basis as an el egant
solution to a pressing problem

We need capacity. We need energy in
Arizona and t hroughout the west. And that surplus
connection allows that process to begin and firmup the
resources and the ability that's associated with the
solar and the BESS with conbustion turbine technol ogy.

And concurrently, while that's happeni ng,
this infrastructure in place, this generation-tie |line
that we're requesting approval for by being proactive, by
bei ng thoughtful at the beginning of this process of how
we design and plan. By allowing for a double circuit
we'll be able to put on a second circuit, so that that
generation-tie line can inject even additional resources
to the grid on one |ine.

And at a tinme when we're going to need a
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lot, the nore we can do double circuit in a safe and
reliable manner, that's a good thing. It is just an
excellent thing for the resources and the inpact on the
ar ea.

And then the final thing we tal ked about,
["1l junp down to air quality. W talked about that.
And the commttee asked for the air permt application.
We provided that and we di scussed it.

And it's just a rem nder that, you know,
that's another process that we nust neet in order to
i nterconnect and construct. And | hope by seeing that
line of sight at |least on the first phase of the air
quality permt, this commttee understands, okay, what is
the -- what is the permtting and devel opnment phil osophy
of this team and does it make sense, and respectfully
submt that it does, go forward with the permtting
phi | osophy, you get 350 negawatts now from ADEQ let's
get sone resources approved now. Let's get going. And
then bring back the additional -- go back to ADEQ for
nore as needed.

And by asking you for the 700 nmegawatts
today, we avoid the need to cone back to the commttee or
t he Conm ssion and ask for additional resources that are
goi ng to be needed.

And so with that, we really thank you for
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your tinme, we thank you those of you for comng to
Parker. It's not an easy place to get to from Phoeni x,
and had | done it differently I would have liked to
schedule this in March, not August. But here we are. So
very nmuch appreciate the conmttee comng in person

| really appreciate the commttee nenbers
who have |istened on and participated online. | find it
a challenge when I'min neetings when half the people are
in the roomand I'"'mon online, and so | really, I
understand how difficult that is, and I'mgrateful to you
for sticking through with us and participating so nuch
t hrough the process.

So with that, thank you. And we
respectfully request approval for both the gen-tie as
wel | as the 700-nmegawatts nanepl ate of thermal capacity.

And t hank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Al right,
Menmbers, | think perhaps we should have a di scussion
about what we would like to see in the certificate before
we break for |unch.

And then well take an extra |long | unch
break so | can prepare Chairman's 1 and 2 exhi bits before
we cone back and actually deliberate on the certificate.

| think we have reached agreenent that we
would -- the certificate should be for 700 negawatts and
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not reference standby or extra units as we're talking
about what's cited, what's going to run. | think it
cl ouds the issue to include that. |'m seeing nods

| ooki ng around?

Ckay. And then | guess the other threshold
issue is going to be the description of the thermal
units. The LM60O00O is the preferred one. The
configuration would be 14 LM5000s for 700 negawatts.
There was two ot her potential configurations. Do we want
to include those? Wsat's the thought of the conmttee on
that? Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair, naybe we just add
the phrase "or alternative generating units.” Reference
it but keep it vague.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: | appreciate the offer. But
I think other configurations or alternatives -- we've
never issued a CEC that wasn't explicit about the
t echnol ogy.

| nmean, | understand that they're trying to
respond to the market, but | think that it is -- it would
be a problematic precedence for this committee to issue
certificates without identifying the types of units.
feel like it's like issuing a building permt but not
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actually having the roof figured out.

And | don't think any -- I'"'mtrying to
think of other permtting processes or other
certificating processes. And even if, for exanple, we
i ssued -- soneone were to issue a building permt and
have a roof selected, there would still be a process to
go back and select a different roof if that roof wasn't
avai |l abl e; right?

So |l don't think it's a good practice to
i ssue certificates with just a nmegawatt threshol d.
think that we probably need to say that this is for the
LM6000s, the nunmber of them

| think we need nore specificity in the
application. That's their preference they have a line on
them |'munconfortable just |eaving it open to any
technology. So that's ny thought.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman. |
agree with Menber HIl. | do have a question, and that
is if the applicant were to run into real problens in
acquiring those particular units and decided to go with
one of the other two alternatives and needed to cone back
and -- for a nodification to the CEC, would they be able
to proceed with the transm ssion |ine? Because that's an
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entirely different --

CHW STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- part of the CEC.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So they still would be able
to proceed with their solar field and the transm ssion
i ne and get sone of that power online.

CHW STAFFORD:  Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Even if they had to wait a
little while for change.

CHW STAFFORD: If we issue the
certification for 700 negawatts for 14 LM6000s and the
transm ssion line, if they |l ater decided, hey, we're
going to go with the RICE units or the Sienens units,
that would not inpair their ability to construct the
transm ssion |ine.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. Then | think we
definitely need to stick to sonme specificity with the
units.

CHW STAFFORD: Do you concur with ny
anal ysis, M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN. Yes. And | thank you for it.

But | don't think that that's -- would be controversi al

at all. Yes, while the gen-tie and the thermal plant are

part of the sanme CEC, | don't see and |'ve never taken --
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seen the position taken that you have to build
everything. You can always build in portions.

So, yes, | would view that as authority to
construct the gen-tie and if needed to go back to anend.

CHW STAFFORD: It has the tinme franme of
10 years.

MEMBER HI LL: But even that has been
extended, | think, so | think the Conm ssion has made the
deci sion to extend sone of those.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, they have. | nean,

t hey' ve extended them out 20 years. | nean, the nost
recent one was the Gla R ver Power Partners conbined
cycle that was certificated in | want to say 2000, 2001
and that one got pushed out | think earlier this year for
anot her 10 years.

| don't know if anyone's going to build it.
| think there's another project going in that area. |It's
not that. But it's soneone wanted to keep the seat warm
in case they need -- they think -- I'mnot sure who owns
that certificate at this point in tine.

| don't know how, if they're actually going
to nmove forward, but certainly having that certificate

has val ue that they may be able to extract from soneone

else if they can't make use of it. So we'll see how that
goes.
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But, yeah, | think that's exactly right.
And | | ooked at sone other certificates for other thermal
plants and they all call out the technology, they're very
specific about it. They're not -- and | think that's
different than a transm ssion |ine where you say it can
go here or there, but then they've been both eval uated
and where there's a preferred route and you have an
alternate to address a specific contingency.

| seemto recall that one of the reasons
that why the 90-day filing was | ess than 90 days fromthe
filing -- the prefiling, but 90-day was the plan, was
filed closer to the tine of the application was that it
was due to the technol ogy selection. Is that
recol | ection accurate, M. Acken?

MR, ACKEN. M. Chairman, yes. So at the
prefiling, | explained that the reason for the delay was
we were trying to fine tune technology availability and
that was del aying the submttal of the 90-day plan. So,
yes, your recollection is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

And we've |l ocked it down, the applicant is
confortable reporting all groundwater punped at the site
fromits well, and | guess -- and then if it's going --
if it ends up using the municipal provider, that's
al ready reported to DWR
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And DWR is confortable with just getting
the information fromthe applicant's website, which wll
remain up as long as the plant is in operation to share
t hat water usage informtion.

MR. ACKEN. So M. Chairman, two points.
M. Ellis testified explicitly that he's confortable
putting it on the website. And | had proposed an
addi tional condition the team has reviewed on to address
di scl osure on a project website. So we're confortable
with that.

| was not aware until this norning the |ens
that if it's -- if we're acquiring water through the
donestic water provider, that would be disclosed. So |I'm
not sure maybe you want -- maybe there's a way to revise
that condition that it's an either/or but, you know  But
that was our conmitnment. We're happy to disclose it on
t he website.

CHW STAFFORD: And | think maybe -- |
can't renenber the answer to this question, but | guess
Is it possible that there's a scenario where you'd use
both the well -- your own well on the site and nuni ci pal
wat er ?

MR. ACKEN:. Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Sone conbi nation of those
t wo.
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MR. ACKEN:. Yes, | believe M. Crabb
testified to that, but if you could confirmfor the
record.

MR. CRABB: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: (Okay. Good. M
recoll ection of the testinobny was correct.

All right. Are there any other further
comments about the certificate or the conditions that
menbers want to di scuss before we recess and | prepare
Chai rman's Exhibits 1 and 2? Menber Di Ciccio.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair. Wll, nice to
see you. | amall in favor of them giving themthe
option of whatever availability is out there for the type
of power that's in use. W have a huge crisis in this
state, actually the country and the world, and
everybody's rushing to market right now.

And giving themthe option just specifying
to the negawatt | think is perfect. | think going in
there and telling themthe type of product that they're
going to have to use, | think they're going to use their
best judgnent. | think the State has the ability to say
yes or no to it.

You know, from our end and from ny end,
think that becones a very onerous situation for them
And |I'm not going to be supportive of being strict on
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them Especially with what's happening in the world
ri ght now and the state.

And they have to be able to get into market
as quickly as possible, get this power up as quickly as
possi ble. The products that they may have cited may not
be avail abl e when we need to get that power done, and
giving themthe option to go out there and do that |
think is in everybody's best interest to do that rather
than m cromanagi ng exactly what it is that they need.
Whet her we've done it in the past or not |'mfavorable
toward allowing themto be able to pick and choose the
type of power that they're going to be able to use and
the nethod that they' re going to be able to get it done.

| don't see any reason for us to be able
to -- why we would even need to get into specifying
specific things other than the anmount of negawatts.

Thank you, M. Chair.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Di G ccio.
Any ot her comrents from nenbers?

Questi ons?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Well, with that
let us -- we'll take our lunch break. Let's plan on
com ng back here at two p. m

Then we' |l have the Chairman's 1 and 2 and
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we can begin deliberations on the certificate. Wth that
we are in recess.

(Recess from11:37 a.m to 2:05 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

Al right. Everyone should have
Chairman's 1, which is the PDF version on the tablet.
That's the one that we'll reference to nmake anmendnents
to.

Chairman's 2 is the Wrd version, which
wi I I show any changes we make to the certificate.

Looki ng at the nenmbers online, do you have
Chairman's 1, the PDF of the proposed certificate?

MEMBERS ONLI NE: We do.

CHW STAFFORD: Can the online nenbers
pl ease turn their caneras on so | can see to whom|'m
speaki ng and the court reporter can, too?

MEMBER DICICCIO Let nme figure it out.
Hold on two seconds. There we go.

CHW STAFFORD: There you go.

Al'l right. Everyone's got Chairman's 1.

MEMBER FANT: That's the proposed CEC?

CHWN STAFFORD: Unh-huh. It's supposed to
be this.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay. | have two proposed
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CECs; right?

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes. Do you have
Chair --

MEMBER FONTES: Yes, M. Chairman. Sorry.
I ran late on another obligation, professional.

CHW STAFFORD: No worri es.

Do you have Chairman's 1?

MEMBER FONTES: | do indeed.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Geat.

Wil e the nmenbers are review ng the
i ntroduction, M. Acken, any comments on the
I nt roduction?

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, you know, the
I ntroduction was intended to be consistent with other
projects. | did alittle cleanup. M. Fontes w ||
notice | nmade one cl eanup and | found anot her one that |
cl eaned up in the caption. But otherwise it should be
consi stent with what you see on every other project as
far as the introduction.

MEMBER FONTES: And what are you
specifically referring to, M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN. Nane spelling.

And then in the caption it didn't say "In
the matter” it said, "N the matter." So that caption got
cl eaned up.
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MEMBER FONTES: | appreciate you spelling
my first nane correctly and the other one as well.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | nove approval of
t he introduction.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, the
I ntroduction i s adopted.

O course, we'll have to fill in the vote
count after it happens.

MR, ACKEN. M. Chairman, | just
remenbered. | know the vote's al ready done, but | made
one ot her objection -- change to the introduction from
what | filed to add Menber Meeker's name because | didn't
have her nane. | had a different DWR representative just
so the record' s clear.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, that's what appeared
on Chairman's 1. That's what we voted on, so it's good.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, for discussion
"1l nove approval of project description.
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MEMBER DI Cl CCI O Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER HILL: | just want to confirmthe
gen-tie line is 4.7 mles. | kind of got lost in the
| ength, and so | wonder if the applicant could just
confirmthat.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, Menber Hi|1I.

Conf i r nmed.

MEMBER HI LL: Ckay. Thanks.

MR, ACKEN. It was -- yes, we had a few
di fferent distances as it was nodified, but 4.7 is
correct.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: | believe that was due to
the shift that BLMrequested of the corridor. There was
a slight change before it was the 4.7?

MR. ACKEN. That's correct. It was not 4.7
inthe original. | think it mght have been 4.3, but
It's 4.7 now.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then, let's see,
| made changes to it to say that it's referred to the
gen-tie and the gen-tie project, the project refers to
the gen-tie and the thermal plant.

MR. ACKEN: Under st ood.

CHW STAFFORD: And then the nost striking
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change, of course, is that | limted it to the 14 CE
LM6000 si npl e-cycl e turbines.

And then we have -- oh, and one other thing
| want to confirmis that you had it as single or double.
It has to be a double, doesn't it?

Isn't that the whole point of having the
change to the prior CEC 2367

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, this goes to the
issue -- we had it in another recent case -- where there
will be a portion that's single circuit. So | wanted to
make sure that that's clear

CHW STAFFORD: But that wll be inside the
generation site?

MR. ACKEN: Good point.

CHW STAFFORD: The transm ssion |ine, we
don't start neasuring it until the first structure
outside of the generation site substation or swtchyard
fromwhich it emanates.

MR. ACKEN. But | think our distance --
"Il ask my teamto confirm-- we may be neasuring 4.7
fromthe first nonjurisdictional substation.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, then you have a

buffer, | guess. | think -- | think you' re okay saying

it's going to be longer than it will. If you're

saying -- if the certificate says 3 mles and it's
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actually 5 mles, | think that's a different story than
if it's, you know, actually 4 mles outside of the
generating station as opposed to 4.7.

MR. ACKEN. The only concern | have with
that is the definition of a transnmission line refers to
like the first structure outside a swtchyard.

Do you view that as al so being the first
structure outside a nonjurisdictional substation or an
energy center? Because that's not how |'ve done it.

Ch, it's from here?

M5. POLLIO Well, no, actually you're
ri ght because it goes out to that substation.

MR. ACKEN. Yeah, it has to be from here.

M5. POLLI O  Yeah. Yeah.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, | think it depends on
the circunstances. |If you're neasuring froma substation
that's on its own, that's the -- that's where you start
nmeasuring the line fromif it's starting at that
subst ati on.

But if that substation is contained in a
generation site, | think you would neasure -- start
measuring it fromthe extent of the generation site
| ooking at the statute.

MR. ACKEN: | suppose it depends on how you
define generation site. And in ny mnd, | was defining
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generation site to include jurisdictional generation. It
sounds |ike you are not limting it to jurisdictional
generation sites. And if that's the case, then yours
woul d be -- it would be fine.

But and so maybe it's tomato tomato. |
just want it to be clear between the two project
substations that will be a single-circuit line that wll
be within the boundary of the nonjurisdictional
generating site, and as long as that's clear and this
committee's confortable with it, then, yes, that would be
fine.

CHW STAFFORD: Because | think if you
permt a double circuit and you're only building a single
circuit you're not out of conpliance with the
certificate.

MR, ACKEN. That's always been ny
understanding as well. This was just, again, trying to
be transparent.

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. So | think -- |
think we're covered because | think even fromthe
nonj uri sdi ctional substation to the Harcuvar substation
that's a -- well, it's not to that. It's to the end of
where 236 ends for this one.

MR. ACKEN. Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: So | think we're -- | think
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the distance is close enough. 1It's clear enough fromthe
map where it's going to be, and | think it should be
sufficient.

Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

You know, nost docunents which transfer an
interest in real estate, especially when it's a
guantitative interest, refer to it as nore or |ess.

Shoul d we put that phrase in there,
construction of a new 4.7-mle |ong single and/or
doubl e-circuit 230 kilovolt alternating-current
transm ssion line gen-tie line or 4.7-mle |ong, nore or

| ess, single and/or dah dah dah. You can put it where

you want .

CHW STAFFORD: |'m confortable w thout
that. | think it's -- it's not going to be nore than
4.7 mles because | think we're | ooking -- because,

again, the statute's a little anbi guous.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: So but | think it's clear
fromthe map and the description where everything' s going
to be.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay.

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, | think M. Ellis
had a question just for classification.
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MR ELLIS: Certainly. This is a question
posed both to you -- to the two of you.

So inline 4 where it says the project
al so -- the |l anguage used to read single and/or double
circuit. In nost of the scenarios | believe it's al
going to be double circuit. There is a scenario there's
only a single circuit fromthe generating facility, from
the thermal generating facility, fromthat
nonj uri sdi ctional substation over to the sol ar and BESS
substati on.

My preference would be to | eave that in
singl e and/ or because that gave us the flexibility to do
both. | see that's been struck.

And it's a question for youis it -- would
it be appropriate to leave it as it was so we have the
flexibility to do either?

CHW STAFFORD: | think you have the
flexibility to do either because if you do it --

MR ELLIS: | think I m sunderstood your
earlier comments.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Because if you --
because if you're allowed to build double and you build a

single, you can wait to build the second one within that

10-year tinme frane and then -- unless you nake that
time -- extend it, you can't do the second one w t hout
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getting it nodified or extended or sonething.
MR ELLIS: Ckay.
CHWN STAFFORD: But if you're all owed

to deduct -- and all -- and you have the poles, you have
both the single and double-circuit poles. | think the
description says it's -- because it's going to go from

the thermal plant substation to the solar storage
substation and then double to the other line. Then
eventual |y to Harcuvar

And the other one is going to be -- | guess
it's kind of an aside, but | |ooked at the application
for 236, and it did say that authorization to use
doubl e-circuit capable structures and not construct a
doubl e-circuit |ine?

MR. ACKEN. In our anmendnent?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes.

MR, ACKEN. Yes, we want the authority to
use double-circuit structures -- capable, which in ny
m nd presunes and is understood that it's going to be
double circuit, so that's what | hope |I'masking -- well,
that's what |'ve asked for.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MR. ACKEN. Next week perhaps | need to be
clear on the record. But, yes, we are seeking the
authority to string two conductors.
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CHW STAFFORD: Because | think we've seen
cases where they were authorized to use single or
doubl e-circuit-capable structures, but they were only
getting a certificate for a single line. But they
were -- in anticipation of getting -- adding an
additional |ine sone point in the future, that would
require another CEC, but it should be really easy to
because it's strung on an existing line, so the -- you
know, so the environmental inpact is virtually nil

MR. ACKEN. Thank you for flagging that.
|'ve been focused on this one a little nore.

CHW STAFFORD: | can't imagi ne why.

MR. ACKEN. So | will double-check before
next Wednesday. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, that's kind of why I
put in as a double circuit. That's the focus. It's --
this is a double circuit tieing that double circuit
because you need the two to get all the power out of this
facility to the grid.

And the single-circuit one is nore because
it's all inside the whole energy facility even though
only a portion of it's jurisdictional.

| guess the elephant in the room of
course, is the limtation of the thermal plant. 1've
| ooked at all the previous thermal plants we've
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certificated, and they all specify the technol ogy, the
nunber of units, and the total nanmeplate capacity. |

don't see a need to deviate fromthat.

| think should the -- | nean, the
applicant -- the onus is on themto figure out what their
project is going to be. | don't see it as m cromanagi ng.

I think they have to pick what they're going to build.
And then we have to evaluate the inpacts of that.

And then we approve or deny it or nodify --
you know, or attach reasonable conditions to it. |
don't -- | don't like the idea of approving, well,

here's, you know, a snorgasbord of options that, you

know, they're all good. | think that kind of doesn't
fulfill the purpose of what this conmttee is supposed to
do.

And then | think that should you be unable
to obtain these particul ar generators which you express
your preference for, | think certainly this could be
nodi fi ed by the Comm ssion. And since based on the
record you've established in this one, | think there's a
good chance they would do it w thout a hearing.

But 1'd prefer to be specific, say this is
what we're approving, this is the project, and we give it
a thunbs-up or a thunbs down. That's ny two cents.

| guess we had this -- this section is
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noved for discussion only at this point.

Do any ot her nenbers want to comment on --
this before we have it noved for a vote?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman, | agree
conpl etel y.

CHW STAFFORD: Any other comments from
menber s?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Can | get a notion to adopt
proj ect description?

MEMBER FONTES: So noved.

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, the project
description is adopt ed.

On to conditions.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | nove approval of
Condition 1.
MEMBER FANT: Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
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(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: | did add a little bit to
t he | anguage that the applicant had proposed. | thought
it would be worthwhile to have them submt their actual
air permts to docket control. Now, | added it as they
would in this case here, it could al so be done as part of
your annual conpliance filing.

|'"'m | ooking at the applicant if there's a
pref erence on that?

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, we don't have a
concern with docketing them In ny mnd, | think we
woul d docket them as part of an annual conpliance filing
unl ess we need to get noving, and, you know, this is a

restriction on starting construction. W may file it

sooner, but that's -- a conpliance filing is fine.
CHW STAFFORD: Right. | nean, it's going
to come dowmn | think -- | think this one nakes it clear

if you are going to start construction before an annual
conpliance filing, just throwit in the docket.
And then if it's -- if it's -- you know,

depending on the tine you do your conpliance filing and

construction it could be done as part of that. | just
want to make it clear that it does -- | have seen sone
conpliance filings are -- that didn't seemto have

attached docunents to them so --
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MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, M. Chairman.

My understanding is the sane as yours. |
nmean, the depth and breadth of the conpliance filing
depends on where you are in the process. |If you're one
year out from obtaining your CEC and you haven't
undertaken any activities, it nmay be very brief.

When you're getting close to or in
construction, they get far nore robust. But, you know,
we're confortable providing this.

And the reference to before comrenci ng
construction, ny understanding just so |I'mclear and nmake
sure | -- it's the sanme is, you know, that involves
construction of a substantial nature for the thernal
pl ant. You know, not |ike, okay, you're building an
access road or sonething like that. It's, you know,
you're ready to go vertical on the -- on the generation.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, because it says
initial and subsequent phases --

MR. ACKEN: Yeabh.

CHW STAFFORD: -- specific to the thermal
pl ant and its construction.

MR. ACKEN. Yep. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Condition 1 has been npved
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and seconded.

Al in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 1
I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 2.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | nove approval of

Condition 2.
MEMBER MERCER:  Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: | would point out to the

applicant, because this is not just a transm ssion |ine,

it is also a power plant, | have renoved the center line

of the project. You're looking at a radius from al
jurisdiction -- a one-mle radius of all jurisdictional
facilities.

MR. ACKEN. Yes, M. Chairman.

And we added the comrunity of Wenden, so
it's going to be nore than a mle anyway.

So, again, ny philosophy on these is we
match a public notice, and so understand the renoval of
the center line that makes sense. But just do want to

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

592



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263

flag it wll be nore than a
captures the comunity.
CHWN STAFFORD:
so | didn't have to put that
MR. ACKEN: |

CHWN STAFFORD
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m | e radi us because it

And that was your addition,
in there.
just wanted credit for it.
done.

Yes, wel |l

Condition 2 has been noved and seconded.

Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD
(A chorus of

CHWN STAFFORD

Al'l in favor say "aye.
ayes.")
Qpposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD
Heari ng none,
Nunmber 3.
MEMBER MERCER:
approval of Condition 3.
MEMBER LI TTLE:

CHWN STAFFORD

Moved and seconded.
Condition 2 is adopt ed.
M. Chairman, |

nove

Second.

Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD
(A chorus of

CHWN STAFFORD

Al'l in favor say "aye."
ayes.")
Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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1 CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 3
2 iIs adopted.

3 Nunber 4.

4 MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair, | nove

5 Condition 4.

6 MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

7 CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

8 (No audi bl e response.)

9 CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
10 (A chorus of "ayes.")

11 CHWN STAFFORD: Opposed?

12 (No audi bl e response.)

13 CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 4

14 is adopted.

15 Nunmber 5.

16 MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove
17 Condition 5.

18 MEMBER HI LL: Second.

19 VMEMBER MEEKER:  Second.

20 CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

21 (No audi bl e response.)

22 CHW STAFFORD: We'll get to the details of

23 Exhibit B when that cones up later on, but I do have to
24 say | do like this approach of having the mtigation
25 neasures spelled out in a separate attachnment instead of
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referring to the pages of the application.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Me too.
Nunmber 5 is noved and seconded.
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 5

i s adopt ed.
Nunber 6.
MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 6.
MEMBER HI LL: Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 6

i s adopt ed.
Nunber 7.
MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | nove approval
Condition 7.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further di

Thi s has al ready happened.
file your first conpliance letter, you'

condition already fulfilled.

Condition 7 has been noved and seconded.

(No audi bl e response.)

08/05/2026

scussi on?

So when you

| have one

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 7
I s adopt ed.
Nunber 8.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O Move approval .
MEMBER HI LL: Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 8
I s adopt ed.
Nunmber 9.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Move approval .
MEMBER HI LL: Second.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

MEMBER HILL: 1Is that Sal?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 9

I s adopt ed.
Nunmber 10.
MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 10.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O Second. Sal.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 10

I s adopt ed.
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Nunmber 11.

MEMBER HI LL: M. Chair,
Condition 11.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none,

I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 12.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair,
Condition 12.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none,

I s adopt ed.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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Nunmber 13.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | nove approval of
Condition 13.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman, how is the
applicant going to do this in phasing of the project's
construction?

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, every tine
construction comrences they' Il have to put the notice
out .

MEMBER FONTES: | just wanted to -- because
this doesn't address that, but obviously just |ooking for
the practice of the applicant on that.

MR. ACKEN. M. Chair, Menber Fontes, that
is my practice. | don't knowif this applicant has had
to face that before, but, yes, multiple notices for each
phase. Sonetines on a transm ssion |ine of sone |ength
you may limt the geographic scope, but, yes, multiple
noti ces.

MEMBER FONTES: So the applicant will put
that on thenselves or put that condition on the EPC
contractor?

MR ACKEN: It's usually an applicant

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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obl i gati on because the applicant submts the conpliance
certification, so, you know, the applicant has to put
their nanme on the conpliance certification. They nmay
del egate the obligation to put it together to sonebody
el se, but the applicant has to certify it in the annual
conpliance certification.

MEMBER FONTES: W don't have too many
phased projects, so | thought it warranted a little
di scussi on. Thank you.

MR. ACKEN: You bet. You' re wel cone.

CHWN STAFFORD: Condition 13 has been noved

and seconded.

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 13
I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 14.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | nove approval of

Condition 14.
VMEMBER MERCER:  Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
MEMBER FANT: One questi on.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: The gen-tie project, | forgot
what's in the gen-tie project.

s that nore than the transm ssion line or
just the transm ssion |ine?

CHW STAFFORD: No, | renoved the word
“project."” The project refers to the thermal plant and
the gen-tie. Those are the two conponents of the
jurisdictional project.

VMEMBER FANT: Ah, okay.

CHW STAFFORD: To ne it was confusing to
say gen-tie project, so the only -- the word project
coul d be used to enconpass both jurisdictional elenents.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: Individually they're
referred to as the thermal plant or the gen-tie.

Al though that make it perfectly clear what the heck we're
tal ki ng about .

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Condition 14
has been noved and seconded.

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?
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(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 14
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 15.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 15.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: I'mnot sure if this is
the proper location, but this has -- this particul ar
proj ect has a unique ingress and egress considering the
ranp that has to be built over the 30-inch EIl Paso
Nat ural Gas pi peli ne.

Do you -- I'Il take -- if | could get your
direction on that, do you think we ought to spell that

out here or is that considered in general part of the

training that wll go on?

CHW STAFFORD: | think that woul d probably
be enconpassed by the on-site working protocol. Well,
it's not environnentally -- is it environmentally
sensitive? No, it's nore like -- | guess could it be

because if they bust that line it's going to cause all
ki nds of environnental problens.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: And the other thing that
it mght be environnmentally sensitive to is they bring in
nonnative material to build that ranp, what could be a
concern about that.

CHW STAFFORD: |'m | ooking to the
appl i cant.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | think it's a different
conponent fromthe ingress and egress that you've tal ked
about in the past.

MR. ELLIS: Thank you, Menber Constock.

W will enter into a cross-in agreenent
wth EIl Paso pipeline, and that will be a condition that
we -- that we -- it's a contractual obligation on our

part --

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Ckay.

MR. ELLIS: -- under that agreenent.

Yeah, oh, and the question is howw Il it
get passed on to the contractors. W flow all those
requi rements down in our EPC in our contract with our
bui | der.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So you're going to tel
the folks that are driving on and off that site to use
that ranp only?

They're not to go off that ingress and
egress | ocation over that pipeline.
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MR ELLIS: Yeah, that's standard and

customary practice on all construction sites.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Thank you for that.

MR. ELLIS: Yeah.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
CHW STAFFORD: No probl em

So you don't feel that we need any

addi ti onal | anguage to Condition 157?

expl anati on.

I s adopt ed.

Condi tion 16.

VEMBER COMSTOCK: No, sir, not with that

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.
Condition 15 has been noved and seconded.
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 15

Nunmber 16.
MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | nove approval of

VEMBER MERCER: Second.
VMEMBER LI TTLE: Second.
CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?
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(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFCORD
I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 17.

MEMBER HI LL:
Condition 17.

MEMBER MERCER

MEMBER LI TTLE:

CHW STAFFCRD

MEMBER FONTES:

CHWN STAFFORD:

MEMBER FONTES:

All in favor say "aye."

Opposed?

Heari ng none, Condition 16
M. Chair, | nove approval of

Second.

Second.

Furt her di scussion?
M. Chai r man.

Yes, Menber Fontes.

The applicant represented

that they're going to seek out a contract for a peaking

plant with SRP, but the interconnection is to WAPA.

| believe -- and pl ease correct ne,

applicant -- if you stated you're going to reassign that

i nterconnect to SRP or part of

it, I think this kind of

remai ns silent on that technical operational capability

that they may be contractually required to assign or

performas part of that service in this case.

And this is unique because it is a peaker
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plant and it is reliability and it's a network

I nterconnection. | don't think we've seen it before, but
| want to raise it here, and 1'd invite Menber Little to
comment on that having served on the utility staff and

| ooked at these issues much nore as a professiona

engi neer than | ever have.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | think that clarification
in that area is probably -- would probably be
appropri at e.

| m wondering haven't in the past we
specified that the system pl anning studi es when they are
conplete be provided to Staff al so?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, we have. And
typically I think nore lately it's been focused on the
I nt erconnecti on agreenent because that will contain the
necessary upgrades and the costs of those that will be
assigned to the applicant.

MR ACKEN. So --

CHW STAFFORD: M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Your understanding is correct. | nean,
we' ve typically focused on providing interconnection
studi es after CEC issuance so that the commttee can take
confort with the findings of fact that this project wll
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be interconnected reliably.

What we've not typically done is start
goi ng under the hood with respect to specific contractual
agreenments for purchasers. |If we were to do that, it has
to be done -- we can't docket that information. It has
to be sonething that's provided to Conm ssion Staff
pursuant to an existing protective agreenent and so on
and so forth.

So, you know, the nuance of the peaker
distinction is perhaps a little lost on ne, Menber
Fontes. The concept of providing the interconnection --
excuse ne, |arge generator interconnection agreenent with
the transm ssion service provider is common, and | woul d
say it's also common that that is not the offtaker. And
so that's -- we've not tried to slice and dice it further
in nmy experience. The conmttee has --

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnan.

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's let M. Acken finish
his thought, and then I'I|l go to you, Menber Little.

MR. ACKEN:. Yeah, |I'msorry, Menber Little,
I"'mthinking slowy. So there was a | ong pause.

So, you know, the conmttee has been
focused on is this going to be able to reliably
i nterconnect. To that end the commttee historically has
been relied on, okay, there's going to be a federally
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regul ated | arge generator interconnection process, nake
sure Staff sees that.

And then, you know, how conpani es do
busi ness with other conpani es has not been something we
focus on as nmuch. But | may be m ssing sone nuance. But
that's how we've done it historically.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, |'m confused because
woul d you -- because the interconnection agreenent gets
the facility attached to the grid at the Harcuvar
substation. And then you have -- you're going to enter
into a purchased power agreenent with SRP for the
300 negawatts; correct?

MR. ACKEN:. Sol ar and BESS, yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

MR. ACKEN. But those are two separate
things; right?

CHW STAFFORD: Right. And then it's going
to be contractually on the applicant to get the power
fromthe Harcuvar substation to an SRP substation to
receive the power; correct?

MR, ACKEN. Yes. | believe the testinony
was yesterday that the delivery point for SRP was the
Li berty substati on.

CHW STAFFORD: Which is to the east of
this?
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MR. ACKEN. Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: It | ooks like there's two
WAPA Par ker - Li berty 230kV lines running east and slightly
south fromthe Harcuvar. That's the pathway.

MR. ELLIS: | just want to nodify that
statement. Qur delivery is to Harcuvar. The offtaker --

we are arranging and procuring the transm ssion service

poi nt -t o-poi nt agreenent from WAPA, and then we will be
desi gned, but we will still be delivering our power to
Har cuvar --

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MR ELLIS: -- even though SRP service
territory -- or they have rights all the way up to
Li berty, that's how they conplete their rights all the
way to Harcuvar

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So you're stil
going to Harcuvar. You're getting the transm ssion for
them But they're -- you're going to assign that --
that's -- it's fromthe Harcuvar to Liberty that you're
assigning, not fromthe plant to the --

MR, ELLIS: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: So on this line to the
Har cuvar substation?

MR. ELLIS: Yeah, we deliver to Harcuvar
We arrange the transm ssion for SRP. W wear that risk,
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we sign that agreenment during the devel opnent phase al
the way up until COD. But upon COD we wi |l be signing
that contract over to SRP, and it will be theirs from
that point forward.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So the extent of
your liability is to the Harcuvar substation. Beyond
that once it's assigned SRP is responsible for the power
once it exits Harcuvar and it's to Liberty then?

MR. ELLIS: That is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: (Okay. Does that help,
Menber Fontes?

MEMBER FONTES: That does. That hel ps a
| ot because then it relies upon SRP in terns of the
application here and any kind of future network upgrades,
mtigati on measures for operations. That's what we
needed to know.

What | was suggesting is not where
M. Acken was going. It was nore on the technical
operational utilization of that. W don't need the
contract. W just -- | thought Menber Little, having
served on the Commi ssion Staff, mght have insights if
they need to know how that's operationally going to be
controlled and by whom |'mthinking about NERC CI P
protocols and those sorts of things, M. Ellis.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And | apol ogi ze for
interrupting you, M. Acken. | did think you were
fini shed.

CHW STAFFORD: Frankly, we all did.

MR, ACKEN:. It happens a | ot.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | amfine with this
| anguage. It is WAPA that's going to be doing studies.
It's WAPA that's going to determ ne what needs to be
done.

And as has been pointed out, the
I nterconnection agreenent, which will need -- which wll
go to Staff under protective agreenent, will spell out
anyt hing that needs to be done. And what we're saying
here is that the applicant will be responsible for
what ever does need to be done. So I'mconfortable with
t his.

Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

Condition 17 has been noved and seconded.

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il 08/05/2026 612

i s adopt ed.

Condi tion 18.

i s adopt ed.

Condi tion 19.

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 17

Nunmber 18.
VEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 18

Number 19.
MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | nove approval of

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)
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CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 19
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 20.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 20.

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

VMEMBER MEEKER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

|"m 1l ooking to M. Acken. COctober 1, 2027,
is the initial file date.

MR, ACKEN. M. Chairnman, working from
menory | think the hope was, and this would match up to
236 conpliance certification, so we could just file one
concurrently. | guess we had 236 handy, so | can see if
"' m w ong.

CHWN STAFFORD: As do I.

MR. ACKEN. It matches.

CHW STAFFORD: It is Cctober 1, 2025, so
yeah, it's the sane date.

Condition 20 has been noved and seconded.

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)
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CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 20
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 21.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | nove approval of
Condition 21.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: A point of clarification.
| know it's designated as El Paso Natural Gas |line, but I
beli eve the owner is Kinder Mdrgan, so |I'mnot sure which
shoul d receive the certificate, but --

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairmn --

CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.

MR. ACKEN: -- and Menber Constock, if |
may.

| |1 ooked at that based on a conversation we
had in a prior case, and you're correct Kinder Morgan is
the top-level owner. El Paso Natural Gas is a standal one
conpany that owns this, and so that's why | |isted El
Paso Natural Gas.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Thank you.

MR, ACKEN: But there was thought that went
into that for that reason.
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CHW STAFFORD: Right. And I'Il refer you

back to the project description where it states that it

be served by the new |ateral fromthe gas pipeline that's

owned and operated by El Paso Natural Gas Conpany, LLC.

And they are in turn owned by Kinder
Morgan; is that correct?

MR. ACKEN: That's my understandi ng.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: That's ny under st andi ng
as wel | .

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Condition 21
has been noved and seconded.

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 21
I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 22.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 22.

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman, is there an
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you, but ny old eyes here see two 1s.

CHW STAFFORD: Actually, it has been
changed. The Comm ssion relocated the line siting
rules --

MEMBER FONTES: Your call.

CHW STAFFORD: -- to Chapter 7.

MEMBER FONTES: |'m seeing too nmany 1s that
I'"'mnot used to seeing in there.

CHW STAFFORD: It's a strike because
we're -- let ne pull it up here.

MEMBER FONTES: It's kind of Iike "Foman"
Font es.

MR ACKEN. |'mgetting the sense you don't
i ke ny nanme change.

MEMBER FONTES: | share nail boxes with you
at a UPS Store.

MR. ACKEN:. | forgot about that.

MEMBER FONTES:. He gets ny e-nail, and |
get his, on full disclosure. You' re going to start
calling nme --

MR. ACKEN. |'ve been called worse whatever
it is

MEMBER FONTES: Sane.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, because it's been
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changed to R 14-7-113(F) because they took the -- the
Conm ssi on took the whol esale rules and didn't nake any
changes subsequently, just renunbered them so it's now
14-7-113.

MEMBER FONTES: | just noted a change on
docunent conparison, so | thought 1'd flag it for you
because | know you like to get on those details.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Certainly.

Al'l right. Condition 22 has been noved and
seconded.

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 22
I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 23.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | nove approval of
Condi tion 23.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
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i s adopt ed.

Condi tion 24.

I s adopt ed.

Condi ti on 25.

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 23

Nunmber 24.
MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | nove approval of

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 24

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair, | nove approval of

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.
MEMBER HILL: | was also thinking so -- |

didn't notice that we m ssed the second -- should this be

just about the thermal plant or should it be about the

proj ect ?
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MR. ACKEN. So, M. Chairman, if | can
speak on Condition 25, this is a condition that has never
been in one of ny gen-ties. It's only a thermal project
condition. And so if you | ook, what we do is we
reference prior case nunbers.

And so what | did for the first 20-sonme was
reference ny nost recent case, which you heard in June,
which is going to the Commi ssion next week, which is case
262.

For these next couple of conditions |
referenced -- | pulled fromwhat | thought woul d be
rel evant and appropriate fromthe two relatively recent
thermal plants. But that's why you see these from 25 on
I think are specific that |I've only seen in thernal
pl ants.

MEMBER HI LL: OCkay. | think two years ago
the legislature passed like a fire mtigation strategy or
fire mtigation bill around transm ssion and other things

to do planning and ot her things.

And so | just wondered if we really did
neet -- and I'mfine with it the way it is if that's been
our practice. | just really wondered if it should just

be around the thermal plant given the w de-open nature of
the transm ssion line. But whatever you' re confortable
wth I'mgood wth.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. And then

so, wait, we have 25 that's been npved and

MEMBER HI LL: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 25

26.
MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
Condi tion 26.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
MEMBER FONTES: M. Chairman.
CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes.
MEMBER FONTES: "Applicant will conply with

equi pment manufacturer directed procedures

for the safe disposal or recycling of project equipnent.”

| ocal entiti

But | see struck as coordination with the

es. I'mnot aware that GE has specific

directed procedures. | know they have a bulletin. |[|'ve
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seen that. 1've read that for insurance procedures in
arbitration in a few cases in ny own professional life.

| "' m wonderi ng why we wouldn't voluntarily
seek out and just coordinate and ask La Paz County and/ or
the city of Wenden what they would view as adequately --
an adequat ely docunent ed decomm ssioni ng plan as we've
seen on all other thermal plants that |'ve been on on
this line siting commttee.

MR. ACKEN: Chairnan, Menber Fontes, if |
coul d speak to that.

The difference is -- as | understand it
is -- well, I"mnot sure about those other cases, but ny
understanding is that those other jurisdictions actually
can do this and require it.

La Paz County did not require that as part
of their approval process, and so there's no -- no person
there to coordinate with on said plan. And Wenden's an
uni ncor porated conmuni ty.

So our problemis, if youcall it a
problem the scenario is we don't have a counterparty
governmental body with which to do this. So | struggled
wi th whether to even propose this. Qur team decided to
include it, include the first part, show an intent, but
understand that there isn't an agency out there with
whi ch whom we can interact onit. [It's sonmewhat simlar
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to what we are doing on the groundwater nonitoring
condition we'll talk about in a second. To the extent
that we don't have an obligation and Departnent of Water
resources doesn't have a depository for those, we do it
voluntarily.

And so that was the nature of the
nodi fi cations that you see, not an intent to avoid sone
sort of La Paz County obligation.

MEMBER FONTES: | really appreciate that.
That's great context.

But | think they're going to have maybe a
contractual obligation, and I'd just |like to hear from

the applicant is there sonething reasonable you m ght put

I n here?

| know you're doing sone great work with
the -- the -- you know, the native plant relocation and
those sorts of things. It seens |like you're trying to do

the right thing for stakehol der public perception. You
know, reputation as an | PP devel oper this just seens kind
of thin.

CHW STAFFORD: M ght | suggest adding to
t hat sentence and fornul ate a deconm ssi oni ng plan and
then that would have to be filed with the Comm ssion as a
conpliance itenf

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il 08/05/2026

CHWN STAFFORD: |I'mjust spitballing ideas
here. Yeah.

MEMBER HI LL: You already identified that
in your mtigation plan, Bert.

CHWN STAFFORD: I n Exhibit B?

MEMBER HILL: 1In Exhibit B you already
said --

MR. ACKEN. W would do that.

MEMBER HI LL: -- you would do that.

MR. ACKEN. Ckay. So we don't need to do
it twice is what you're sayi ng?

MEMBER HILL: Kind of. | nean, |'m good
with that.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: | was going to suggest we
just shorten 26 to read, "At the end of the thermal
plant's useful |ife applicant wll safely dispose or
recycl e project equipnent,” period.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah. Because are you
saying there's no original equipnent
manuf act urer-di rected procedures?

MEMBER FANT: Yeah, drop that.

CHW STAFFORD: They don't exist?
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MEMBER FANT: | don't know if they do or
t hey don't.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes seens to
think no. 1'mlooking to the applicant. Does anybody

there have a --

MR. CRABB: | nean, I'll note that it's
| owercase o, e, and m right, so it's not just the
turbines. It's all the other equipnent. And so, yes,
some of themw ||l have some procedures or they'll have a
bull etin or sonething maybe less formal. | think our
intent was just we'll conply with all the appropriate
m tigation neasures.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER FONTES: | think it msses the mark
on bal ance of plant, and | actually respect and like
Menber Fant's suggestion to the applicant if they could
voluntarily do that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do | hear a nobtion?

MEMBER FANT: | nove to anmend Condition 26
to read, "At the end of the thermal plant's useful life
applicant will safely di spose or recycle project
equi pment, " peri od.

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

" m | ooking to the applicant.
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MR ELLIS: That's acceptable.
CHWN STAFFORD: The amendnent has been

noved and seconded.

i s adopt ed.

anended?

as anended i s

Condi tion 27.

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Hearing none, the amendnent

Can | get a notion to adopt Condition 26 as

MEMBER MERCER: So noved.

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 26
adopt ed.

Condition 27.

MEMBER HILL: | nove approval of
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MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 27
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 28.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 28.

MEMBER HI LL: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

Al right.

MEMBER HILL: | just want to say thank you
to the applicant for making this available to the public.

CHW STAFFORD: And let ne check with
Menmber Meeker. This is acceptable to DWR?

MEMBER MEEKER: It is, M. Chair. | would
assunme that all permtting involved with drilling well is
covered under Condition 4, so | think this would just
been an additional for 28, and it's acceptable to ne.

CHW STAFFORD: So it's a reporting
requi renent that otherw se would not exist?
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MEMBER MEEKER:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: And then how would --

MEMBER MEEKER: And then | will also assune
t he applicant would report in acre feet.

Is that a fair assunption, M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN. Yes, Menber Meeker, that is our
expectation and pl an.

VMEMBER MEEKER  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. And then so al

they would do is to post it on their website and in

perpetuity -- well, for the duration of the |ife of the
pl ant, and then DA\R wi || be able to viewthat at its
| ei sure

And | assune that if DWR had foll ow up
questions, the applicant would be nore than happy to
answer then?

MR, ELLIS: Yes. | actually would like to
suggest a change in 28 just to make it a little bit
clearer, if I may.

MEMBER HI LL: Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: By all means.

MR, ELLIS: So after it says, "annual water
usage," so give ne just a mnute --

CHW STAFFORD: And ny thought was is usage
the right verb?
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Do we want punping or is there --

MR ELLIS: It would be w thdrawal --

CHWN STAFFORD: W't hdr awal s.

MR, ELLIS: -- would be appropriate, would
be the first change to nake here.

CHW STAFFORD: Woul d you say groundwat er
wthdrawals is just wthdrawals, is that --

MR ELLIS: Yeah, groundwater w thdrawal .

And then | would clarify this with
annually. So "Report annual groundwater w thdrawal ."
It's actually there in the annual. |'mthinking out |oud
her e.

CHW STAFFORD: And that usage could cone
out, wouldn't it?

MR, ELLIS: And | would say instead of that
is available for the life of the thermal plant, which is
the part that confuses nme a little bit, | would say over
or during the operational life of the project.

CHW STAFFORD: For the operational life of
the --

MR. ELLIS: O the thermal plant.

CHW STAFFORD: -- the thermal plant.

Yeah, because that's a conponent of the project.
MR ELLI'S: Thank you.
CHW STAFFORD: So presumably a scenario
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coul d exi st where the solar plus storage expandi ng the
thermal plant was retired or a different technol ogy
repl aced the solar array and the thermal plant retired.

MR ELLIS: Yep.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So | guess can we
get a notion to anend Condition 28 to read, "If on-site
groundwater wells are used, applicant shall nonitor and
report annual groundwater w thdrawal on its project
website for the duration of the operational life of the
thermal plant"?

MEMBER FANT: So noved.

MEMBER HI LL: So noved. Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, the anmendnment

I s adopt ed.
Can | get a notion to adopt Condition 28 as
amended?
MEMBER HI LL: So noved.
MEMBER MERCER:  Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
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(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 28
as anmended i s adopted.

And then | noticed that since this is a
plant and a transmission line we only have -- we're
m ssing a condition that would normally be attached to
transm ssion |ines regarding running parallel to natural
gas pi pelines.

MR. ACKEN:. So, M. Chairman, if | nmay
speak to that.

We di scussed that internally. W saw it
was renoved fromthe |ast thermal plant.

CHW STAFFORD: There was no transm ssion
| i ne associated with that plant.

MR. ACKEN. But it was -- correct. But
there was al so a discussion anpngst Menber Little and
Menber Constock about the nature of that condition.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: And so | read that -- you
know, I wasn't in the room but | read that discussion
between them that that condition was desi gned to address
natural gas pipelines that -- and projects and
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transm ssion |ines that nay not be aware of each other,
but where the applicant is building both certainly
there's going to be know edge and conpliance with al

applicable requirements. So that was the thought

pr ocess.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | think it should go back
in.

It's -- | don't see any harmin putting it
back in. | don't see any unnecessary notifications or
burden on the applicant to put it in. It's just always

been there for transm ssion |lines and for good reason.
And | -- even though it nmay not apply particularly here,
| think it should be in. That's my opinion.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. W're |ooking
at the map on the placemat. Although highly unlikely
based on the size of the corridor and the antici pated
pl acenent of the natural gas feeder line to the plant,
it's possible they could run parallel.

MR. ACKEN. They will run parallel.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay.

MR. ACKEN. And so this will add additional
requirenment. And so -- an additional reporting
requi renment and an additional obligation for Staff.
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Again, our initial thought was we'll |eave
it in. After reading the transcript I'm Ilike, well,
maybe doesn't it make sense.

| woul d wel cone Menber Constock's. You

know, he understands the gas piece. And if he thinks

that it -- you know, and if this commttee decides that
it's hel pful and necessary, we'll do it. But | think
it's -- you know, the thought was this was going to be

addressed in the normal course for this project.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: If | may, | think one of
the initial questions | had was the di stance between the
El Paso Natural Gas pipeline and the proposed new
corridor for the gen-tie. And that distance was --

MR. ACKEN. That's alnost a mle the record
shows. This condition may be triggered not by the E
Paso Natural Gas existing line but the new | ateral that
it would be constructed. That's the only place where you
wll see the potential for the gen-tie and the natura
gas lateral to be parallel.

Now, they won't be parallel outside the
scope -- outside the generating site footprint. And so
if we were defining the transm ssion line to not include
the generating site, then we're not going to have
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parallel facilities at all.

So when we thought about it, it was, okay,
you are going to have parallel facilities within the
footprint of the generating site.

CHW STAFFORD: W/l that trigger the need
for the cathodic protection then?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Well, not to get into,
you know, the scientific explanation behind it, but I
would -- | would prefer to have them back in just so that
it -- for in the future people know that we explored it.

But when the applicant runs the | ateral
that goes into the facility, the anpunt of corrosion
control protection that's going to be put on that | ateral
is significant. They're going to follow all the
requi renents of PHMSA and the state to protect that |ine.
So there'lIl be sone formof protection installed just
because of the project's design itself.

So ny preference is to put it back in, have
the commttee vote on it to know that we explored it.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, you would be -- and
this -- and because the lateral would be owned and
operated by this applicant, correct, past the neter,
whi ch should be at the end of the energy facility,
correct?

So you would be -- for the portion that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il 08/05/2026 634

woul d be parallel you would -- the obligation to naintain
the integrity of that Iine would be on the applicant.

MR. CRABB: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay.

MEMBER COMBTOCK: Well, M. Chairman, if |
may. | understood that the applicant was going to -- let
me make sure | renenber the testinony. That Kinder
Morgan or El Paso was going to tap the pipeline at the
| ocation that's designated. They're going to put a
regul ator station and control valve at that |ocation and
then run pipe up to the fence.

"' mnot sure | ever understood where the
nmeter set was going to be set where they would take
possession of that. |[If the nmeter set is out by the tap,
that's a different location than up by the fence |ine
that goes into the project.

So |'"mnot sure | ever --

CHW STAFFORD: Well, do you want to pul
the map up and point to where that -- we're tal king about
or look at the map on the pl acemat ?

MR. CRABB: W have not formally finalized

with El Paso where that neter will be.
The expectation -- and this has been our
experience across simlar interstate pipelines -- is

their preference is to have the neter as close to that
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tap as possible and that we would -- the applicant, we
woul d mai ntain and own and/or subcontract but still wear
the responsibility of that subcontractor's performance to
build it on the lateral.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: And certainly,
M. Chairman, that can change by project. But ny
experience is they provide the tap, they'll put a secured
facility up for a regulator station and a neter set
assenbly. And then once that |eaves that neter set
assenbly it beconmes ownership of the applicant itself,
So -- thenselves, so --

CHW STAFFORD: So anywhere the gas
pi peline would run parallel to a transmssion line it
woul d be both -- both facilities would be owned and
operated by the applicant and the onus would be on them
to maintain the integrity of both those infrastructure?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: That's correct. And the
contractor who the applicant says they're going to
procure to do that would be required to maintain that CP
on that system adequately to protect it fromany straight
current that may cone out of the facility itself.

So ny preference is to put the old | anguage
back in and vote on it and -- just so we explored it.
But |I'mnot sure we need to add anyt hi ng new about
corrosion control because | think that's all going to be
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taken care of by the pipeline conpany thensel ves.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Because they would
have to do this -- the only additional thing |I'm seeing
is they've got to let Staff know they did the anal ysis.

I s that accurate?

" m | ooking to the applicant.

| mean, anything required by this condition
you' d have to do anyway.

MR. ACKEN. Yes. There is -- let's go -- |
think the best thing would be to | ook at 236.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, | can just go to -- |
pul l ed up 262, Condition Nunber 19.

MR. ACKEN:. You're a step ahead of ne. |
can | ook at 236 because | have it in the current binder.

CHWN STAFFORD: It should be the exact sane

t hi ng.
MR. ACKEN. It's the simlar condition.
CHW STAFFORD: I'mjust thinking if we
wanted to -- | just did that for cases if you wanted to

add this condition back in, that would be the starting
point. |'d suggest we put it back into 19 and renunber

so it's consistent with other condition nunbers in other

CECs.
But go ahead.
MR. ACKEN. No. If | understood -- was
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there a question to ne as to what it required in addition
to what we would do ot herw se?

I f | understood the question correctly,
it's reporting to Staff.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right. Because you're
responsible for the integrity of that gas line. You're

going to make sure that there's not a probl em caused by

its proximty in parallel -- running parallel to the
your own transmission line. |It's |like you have to
provide a copy of the studies to Staff.

That's the only additional requirenment that
" mseeing this condition inmposing upon an applicant.

s that -- am | wong?

MR, ACKEN. You are not. Your
understanding is the sane as ours.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. So does that -- is

that an undue burden on the applicant?

Does that -- it would be one nore thing to
toss into your conpliance filing, | guess.
MR. ACKEN:. | think -- you know, the reason

| -- again, we didn't include it is because we just

didn't see it as necessary here. And we do try to | ook
at conditions on an individual basis and what makes sense
for one project and treat all projects simlarly situated
the sane.
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Are you asking ne if one additional
condition is an undue burden? |I'mnot going to argue
that it is.

So | think this applicant is confortable at
| east with the commttee taking -- certainly the
conmttee can take a vote and i npose whatever it wants,
but I don't think this applicant's going to oppose the
comm ttee's deci sion.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Just a comment.

| got totally knocked off there. W have a
huge t hunderstorm going on here. M dog is practically
in ny |ap.

But | feel like if we leave it out, we are
| eavi ng oursel ves open to getting in an argunent every
tine we do a CEC for a transmi ssion line. Everybody's
going to say, well, you know, | know of this Iine, and
it's 1.001 mles away.

And | just feel like it's worth putting it
back in. And that's ny vote.

Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Do | hear a
noti on?

MEMBER LI TTLE: So noved.
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CHW STAFFORD: So the mpotion is to
reinsert as Condition 19 the condition Nunmber 19 rel ated
to natural gas lines parallel to transm ssion lines from
CEC 262 Condition 19 and then renunber?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, that's ny notion.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

Menmber Constock, we | ook to you.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | agree with putting it
back in, so nmy silence is concurrence.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. The notion has
been noved and seconded.

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

MEMBER FANT: No. |'ma no.

CHW STAFFORD:. N ne ayes, one no. The
condition is adopted and reinserted into the certificate.

So that will be the new 19. And then
everything else will be renunbered.

Al'l right. That is all the Findings of
Fact .

There was one other thing | thought we
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m ght tal k about.

M. Acken, for your air permt you'll have
to do continuous em ssion nonitoring for the thermal
plant, will you not?

MR. ACKEN. | believe that was the
testinony that M. Crabb provided, yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Gkay. |In prior cases we've
had those -- the applicants also put that on their
website.

| s that sonething the applicant woul d
consider and be willing to do?

MR. ACKEN:. | don't recall seeing that.

Do you have an exanple of that?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes. It is Condition 17

fromCEC 197. |1'mlooking at the version -- the first
version that was issued on February 22, 2022 -- the 23rd,
excuse ne.

MR. ACKEN.  Well, I'mnot sure that CEC was

ever adopted by the Conm ssion, and that bottom --

CHWN STAFFORD: Wait, wait. [t was. | can
scroll to it later and see if the nodel is still in
there. 1 think it probably is.

MR. ACKEN. So, again, we |ooked at the two

nmost recent ones. | don't believe either one of those
had that. | think case 197 was very uni que w th nearby
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residents. | don't think we should be using case 197 as
a tenplate for anything that this commttee does.

But that's just ne. But | realize there's
sone baggage that | carry.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, there's sone --
there's sone -- yeah, there's sone trauna there, | guess,
I's what Menber Hill said.

You know, | thought we would bring it up to
discuss it. | didn't put it in the certificate, but |
had it ready to discuss it.

MR. ACKEN. It's my not my call. It's ny
client's. | wll say, you know, | --

CHW STAFFORD: And ny thought is that
maybe, you know, since you're going to display the water
usage on your website, maybe display the em ssions, and
then you could also display, which we're not going to
require it because it's nonjurisdictional, but all the
em ssions that are avoi ded because of the solar as a
public relations nmeasure for your website.

MR. CRABB: Yeah, | nean, |'Il defer a
little bit to M. Ellis's opinion as well. But the SIM
data is broadly avail able via EPA' s website, and so that
data is accessible, so we can at the very least point to
that data for interested parties.

CHW STAFFORD: Is that -- is it worth
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making it a condition?
|'"'m |l ooking to ny fell ow nenbers to hear
their thoughts.

| nmean, because you're already reporting

that it's publicly available data. | nean, if you can
have -- you have to naintain the website to show the
wat er usage, you could have a link to that, | guess, on
your website. | don't knowif it's worth having a

condition for certainly.

And then you can put other stuff on your
website tal king about the -- all the em ssions that are
avoi ded as well. And it kind of balances it out if
you're so inclined.

But | just thought |I'd pose that to the
ot her nmenbers to see if it was worth di scussing.

Menber Hill, you look like you're about to
say sonet hi ng.

MEMBER HILL: |1'meating a cookie, but --

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Boy, did | msread
t hat .

MEMBER HILL: | think the ability -- |
think there's probably a | ot of people who wouldn't know
where to find that easily with the EPA. | woul d.

But so | see value in reporting it. But I
think it would have to be on a voluntary basis for the
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developer. And | agree. It could be on the website and
easi |y managed as part of the water and just do an annual
report kind of thing.

But 1'mnot going to require it of them
think -- | agree with M. Acken that the em ssions were a
big issue in case 197, and the consequences of that and
the facility was different, and so | thought it was very
necessary in 197.

What ever the applicant feels confortable
doi ng voluntarily.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So I'm not
hearing a notion. Let's nove on to the Findings of Fact
and Concl usi ons of Law.

Now, do we want to save ourselves sone tine
and nove themall as a block? | think we've done that
bef or e.

O do we need to have di scussi ons about
I ndi vi dual ones?

|"m | ooking to Menber Little because she
had sone -- | think she had sone m sgivings about sone of
the phrasing in this portion of the certificate.

AV TEAM MEMBER: M. Chairman, | believe
Menber Little is off with Internet issues again at the
nmonent. She's rejoining right now.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Let's take a
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10-m nute recess while we sort out our technical issues.
Let's go off the record.

(Recess from3:17 p.m to 3:28 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

Menmber Little, can you hear us?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, | can.

Can you hear nme?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, | can.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | should probably tal k fast
because | don't know how long I'lI| be here.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. W're done with
the conditions, and now we're noving on to the Findings
of Fact and Concl usi ons of Law.

Can we nove themall as a block or do we
need to have di scussions on individual ones?

| do recall you said sonething about the
| anguage in these.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Could we possibly nove 1
and 2 for discussion?

MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would |ike to propose
that we conbine the two of those and elimnate the phrase
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"preserving a safe and reliable electric transm ssion

system "

And | would like to explain ny reasoning
for this.

CHW STAFFORD: Pl ease do.

MEMBER LI TTLE: As | have said before in
this hearing, as a professional engineer, | have had

difficulty the entire tinme |I've been on this commttee

sayi ng that because | personally do not know that to be a

fact.

However, when | can rely on Staff who
does -- or has in the past had the informati on necessary
for themto know that, | have relied upon themto

evaluate the information that they have and to nake that
statement. And | have felt confortable doing it.

| think it's inportant that we include --
that we continue to include the condition that says that
the information on the interconnection agreenent be
I ncl uded.

However, | have never felt that that
conpl etely has taken care of the issues. |'mnot sure
that | think that it is this conmttee's responsibility
to make that statenent. |In early old CECs, they didn't
say anyt hing about preserving a safe and reliable
el ectric transm ssion system | think that -- hang on.
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| feel like going forward we are going to
see -- we are going to be faced with this kind of a
situation where we don't have the system i npact study.
The utilities are overburdened with the nethods that they
have to make system i npact studies.

| know t hat applicants have cone to us very
frustrated because they have done everything they needed
to do in atinely fashion but they don't have their
system i npact study. And, you know, | understand the
situation. | understand the frustration. | understand
the difficulty that utilities arein. I'mglad |I'mno
| onger a utility system planner. The applicant, however,
| personally cannot nake that statenent.

So what | would propose is that we conbi ne
1 and 2 so that it reads, "Wen constructed in conpliance
with the conditions inposed in this Certificate, the
project aids the state and the sout hwest region of the
United States in neeting the need for an adequate

econom cal and reliable supply of electric power,"”

peri od.
MEMBER HILL: Is that a notion?
CHWN STAFFORD: Well, no --
MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah.
CHW STAFFORD: -- this is --
MEMBER LI TTLE: Oh.
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CHW STAFFORD: -- being noved for
di scussi on only.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. That's what | would
propose. |I'd like to know how others on the conmttee
feel about this.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, it's -- let nme turn
to the applicant. I'mtrying to recall the genesis of
t hese being two separate Findings of Facts and
Conclusions of Law if there's a legal reason why it's
parsed out this way.

" m | ooking to M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN. | think the reason is because
this is how the Comm ssion lists themin their orders and
has for quite sone tine. And so what happened was
originally, Menber Little is correct, CECs did not
i ncl ude these proposed Findings of Fact and Concl usi ons
of Law. That was added by the Comm ssion and its
subsequent approval.

At sone point -- and it's been well over --
it's been close to 15 years at | east the commttee -- and
it mght have been wi th Chairman Foreman when he took
over the role and said, you know what, let's create --
we're charged with creating this record, let's provide
these findings and conclusions for the Comm ssion.

So |l think it's the Conm ssion's | anguage,
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nunber one.

Nunmber two, | amvery -- I'mfighting
yesterday's battles. | had a case -- a little case
call ed case 171 for a transmission |ine from New Mexico
into central Arizona where these Findings of Fact and
Concl usi ons of Law were nodifi ed.

And when they are nodified for one project,
they stand out. And project opponents highlighted those
nodi fi cations to say, aha, this project doesn't do what
all these other projects do. And so that project was
nearly defeated at the Conm ssion by a three to two vote.
Thankfully it wasn't, and today it brings over
3,000 negawatts of power throughout the southwest and
over 600 negawatts of power to SRP pursuant to a -- a
relatively recent announcenent.

So | understand Menber Little's concern,
but | have great concerns wi th, one, changing Conm ssion
| anguage, and two, singling out a project that's not the

right project to single out. This project has system

I npact studies for the solar and the BESS, and it's got a

great strategy to get the rest.

And it has -- this conmttee has already
determ ned how to deal with this issue several years ago
wth the addition of the | anguage that says you wl|
supply additional studies confirm ng and proving so that
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those facts are -- those Findings of Fact and Concl usi ons
of Law are accurate with the addition of what | believe
is Condition 17 in the CEC.

So | understand Menber Little's concern.
We've had this discussion multiple tinmes over the year
| continue to be very concerned with singling out this
proj ect, any project changing the Conm ssion's | anguage,
particularly when | have a public comment letter that |
think is -- careful with ny |language -- | think is not
accurate with respect to the realities of the world in
which we live in which there is a significant,
significant demand for new energy.

And so | think I'lIl stop there for now.
Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, may |
respond?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | conpl etely understand
your position, M. Acken. And | amfully in support of
this project. | think it is in every way a good project.

| particularly appreciate the presentation
for the hearing. You know, the applicant has been --
denmonstrated i ncredi bl e know edge and been very
forthcom ng, and | appreciate all of that.

However, ny position is that | have al ways
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felt unconfortable about this. |I'mnot singling out this
project, although it probably -- you know, | understand
your fear that it will be perceived that way. As nuch as

| am sayi ng, you know what, things have changed, we do
not have the sanme informati on we have had in the past.
We probably will not have the sanme information in the
future

Do we continue to say what | do not believe

is true forever because we don't want to single anybody

out? | don't think that's the proper way to go either.
At some point, | think this should be
changed. And anybody who -- you know, whenever we nake

t hat change who's ever sitting in your seat wll say the
sane thing you have said.

That is the position that I amin. You
know, I'ma registered engineer. | carry liability
i nsurance. | personally cannot feel confortable making
this statenment based on the information that we have
ri ght now that says that | know for a fact that this
project will preserve a safe and reliable electric
transnm ssi on system

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Are you done, Menber
Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: | am  Thank you.
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CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: | do think it's worth having
a conversation with the Conm ssion about this over the
| ong term because we don't see the systeminpact studies.
We don't look -- we don't have access or the technica
expertise to evaluate those things.

Having said that, | am wondering that --
you know, this |leads off the section that Menber Little's
concer ned about when constructed in conpliance with the
conditions inposed in this certificate, is there |anguage
that we could include in the conditions of the
certificate that require that the systeminpact studies
be filed, which we didn't in this one yet, we decided to
just go with interconnection agreenents, and require that
t hose system i npact studies show no safety or reliability
concerns?

We could -- do you see where I'mgoing with
this? |If the condition of the certificate was to file
under confidentiality those systeminpact studi es and
they had to find that there was no safety concerns or
i npacts, then maybe we're neeting the intent of the first
hal f of that finding of fact.

|"mtrying to thread the needle. But I
do -- this is another -- this is a conversation that we
shoul d probably have with the Comm ssi on about our role
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and the data that we actually have access to and the fact
that we don't have Staff -- we aren't staffed the way
that we used to be, Bert.

So what do you guys think about that?

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio.

Can you pl ease turn your canera on?

MEMBER DICICCIO |'m | ooking at the
ori gi nal |anguage --

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Di Ciccio, can you
pl ease turn your canmera on?

MEMBER DICICCIO | can.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER DICICCI O Hold on a second. There

you go.
CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you.
MEMBER DICICCIO.  So |I'mgood with the
original |language, and | agree that, like, with Ms. Hil
she said that they should go to the Conm ssion. | found

themto be very reasonable every tine |I've called them
['ve always nmet with them

So if anyone feels unconfortable with any
| anguage, | think they should just go neet with the
Comm ssion and get it changed there.

You know, if | need to, do | need to nove
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these two itens forward, | nean, the way it is?

| don't want to make any changes to this
because | think it would be not appropriate to do that
right now And | think that the ones that have concern
with this should go neet with the Conmi ssion |ike I've
done nmultiple tines.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. The notion
before us is Findings of Fact and Concl usi ons of Law
Nunbers 1 and 2 for discussion.

MEMBER HILL: And I'd like to hear from
Bert about what he thinks about ny proposal.

MR. ACKEN. So there are tines when we
submt the systeminpact studies when they haven't
al ready been done. Here they've already been submtted.
And | think Staff already has several of them So this
is why it's referencing we're going to provide the LA A
So sonetinmes --

MEMBER HILL: Can | ask -- the system
I npact studies for all four connections have not been
conpl eted and submtted yet, have they?

MR. ACKEN. No, that's correct. That's
correct.

MEMBER HI LL: That's the nuance here |
think for some of us.

MR. ACKEN. The issue -- | always
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appreciate the spirit wth which you, okay, can we find
sone m ddl e ground.

The issue with a systeminpact study is
it's going to find that sone changes and upgrades need to
be nmade. And so but it's just the first step. And so
it's afirst step in a nultistep process, right. If you
do systeminpact studies and if you're doing themwth
APS and SRP, guess what you're going to do, restudi es and
so on and so forth. And so you get to the facilities
study it's really -- and it wasn't discussed in this case
so much, but | think this commttee knows and certainly
It's been discussed in others that it's the LG A which is
that final study. And so a systeminpact study is a
snapshot in tine with a |ot of assunptions that nay not
come true.

And so what matters is the LA  And
that's what matters at the federal process. And that's
why it says -- because frankly you can have a system
I npact study that says -- who knows what it's going to
say, particularly if it's a cluster study.

But the LA is the one that says this
project, the only way it gets to interconnect is if it
does X, Y, and Z. If it does that --

MEMBER HILL: It's safe.

MR. ACKEN. -- it's safe. And so that's

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il 08/05/2026 655

why we have focused on LA A and | think that's still the
ri ght approach because that federal interconnection
process is an iterative one, and it's only going to get
nore so as nore and nore cluster studies conme on. So
that's -- so that's the thought.

And, you know, so | understand and | am
synpathetic to Menber Little and the concerns, but |
still think 2 is accurate. You know, |I'mnot their
| awyer, but she can take -- | think this commttee --
maybe not Menber Little, but | think this conmttee can
take confort that the federally regul ated process is not
going to allow a project to interconnect that doesn't
preserve a safe and reliable electrical transm ssion
system and we have a conmtnent to do that pursuant to
this Condition 17, and that's why we propose to keep 17,
which | probably didn't like at the time that the
comrittee adopted it, but, you know, it's one of those |
get it. And so it acconplishes that goal.

And so that's a long way of saying | think
we've struck the right equilibrium | |ike Menber
DiCiccio's ideais if there's further discussion, bring
in Comm ssion and bring in Comm ssion Staff before we
start changing their |anguage.

Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: And | think one of the
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i ssues that | think Menber Little was highlighting is we
have the LA A for 400 negawatts; correct?

There'll be an additional LA A for the rest
of capacity that's going to cone online eventually;
correct?

MR, ACKEN. Well, it says -- it says it
wll -- yes, but the way 17 is witten it --

CHW STAFFORD: It's plural, right.

MR. ACKEN:. Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: Those will also have to be
submtted. That's the next point | was getting to. |
just pointed out that this is not the only LA --

MR. ACKEN: Ri ght.

CHW STAFFORD: -- that will be related to
this project, and 17 will also require future LG As,
however many there are, to also be submtted to the
Commi ssion Staff.

MR. ACKEN:. The applicant understands that,
yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. That was the point |
was trying to make.

MR. ACKEN: Yep.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, thank you.

So the next step is to start noving to
adopt the Findings of Fact and Concl usions of Law for a
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vote, and then they can be anended potentially.

MEMBER HI LL: So, M. Chair, I'll nove
adoption of the Findings of Fact and Concl usi ons of Law
Nunber 1.

MEMBER FANT: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

Menber Little, further discussion?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ive had ny say, M. Chair.

Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. Do you not wish to
propose an anendnent ?

MEMBER LI TTLE: |If anything, if we're just
going to deal with these individually, | can propose that
we include the phrase "when constructed in conpliance
with the conditions inposed in this certificate" at the
begi nni ng of that finding of fact.

| nove that.

MEMBER HI LL: Can | ask for a
clarification?

You' re proposing that Finding of Fact and
Concl usi on of Law begin with "Wen constructed in
conpliance with the conditions inposed in this
Certificate, the project aids the state and the sout hwest
region of the United States in neeting the needs for an
adequat e, econom cal, and reliable supply of electric
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power" ?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, | am Thank you.

MEMBER HILL: ['mgood with that.

"1l second that.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

" m | ooking to the applicant.

MR. ACKEN. Sane position. | think it
sounds reasonable, and but | really think that this
shoul d be di scussed with the Comm ssion before changes
are made.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | don't know
how to do that.

CHW STAFFORD: Well --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Perhaps you and | should
have this discussion.

CHWN STAFFORD: | think the first step
woul d be to go through the certificates and see when it
was added, because | renenber | did that for | think it
was Condition 24 about, hey, you know, subsequent people
have to -- they have to be bound by the terns of the
condition | essees and everybody el se that cones al ong,
and that was added by the Commi ssion due to sone
concerns. And it was nodified to include | essees in
response to one specific case where they pointed that,
hey, there are going to be |l essees that aren't going to
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be bound by this. They need to add that specific term
into that list. And so that was the genesis of that
condition. That's why we woul dn't renopve that one.

The thing is here we don't -- | think every
single certificate that we've issued in the |ast
certainly since |I've been has included this |anguage. W
added the "when constructed in conpliance with the
conditions inposed in this certificate" to the second
Fi ndi ng of Fact and Conclusion of Law in response to our
di scussi on/ debat e about whether or not we could issue a
certificate they had not had a conpl eted system i npact
st udy done.

And the fact that that was a huge
bottl eneck at the utilities and that we ultimtely
deci ded, no, that they won't get built unless they conply
with what the federal requirenents are. And so there's
no reason for the federal bottleneck to trickle down and
bottl eneck the state permtting process as well.

So | think -- so your proposal is just to
add that when constructed in conpliance with the
conditions inposed in certificate to the first one as
well at this point?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: | don't think that
interferes with the first Finding of Fact and Concl usion
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of Law. | nmean, because it's assuned -- | think it was
added to the second one because it had to do with the
reliable and safe transm ssi on system we needed t hat
verification fromthe LA A and for the upgrades or
mtigations to be determ ned and then done before the
proj ect coul d be connect ed.

MEMBER HI LL: Bert -- I'msorry, M. Acken,
you have a lot of history with this. You understand the
origin. You also seemto understand and enpathize with
us not being in the best position to be evaluate safety
and reliability.

Wul d you be willing to work with us on
this at the Conm ssion?

MR. ACKEN:. | woul d wel cone that
opportunity. Thank you.

MEMBER HI LL: GCkay. | nmke that comm t nent
as well to work with you on that.

MEMBER LI TTLE: As do |I.

Thank you.

And | appreciate that. And | feel -- |
agree with you if I knew how to do that, | would have
done it, so thank you.

MR. ACKEN. And | will say Menmber Hi Il has
a really nice way of saying you're old, so thank you.

MEMBER HILL: It's you're w se.
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MR. ACKEN:. Thank you. Thank you.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, I'"molder. Does that

mean |''m w ser?

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Never mind. Strike that.

CHW STAFFORD: -- there's a notion before
the comm ttee.

Do you still wish to nake that notion?

My thought is that for the tinme being |
woul d favor that we adopt all the standard six Findings
of Fact and Conclusions of Law at this point in tine.

| think probably the next step would be to
have a generic neeting with -- starting with probably
Steve O ea to discuss the origins of these and the reason
behind them Specifically if they were inposed by the
Commission itself, | would be loath to rewite them
wi t hout clear either direction or reason -- or an
explanation that | could articul ate well.

So | think that -- | think we should --
what | would like is | would ask that Menber Little
wi t hdraw her notion to anmend, and then we substitute a
notion to adopt these ones, all six of the standard
Fi ndi ngs of Fact and Concl usions of Law, with the
under st andi ng that we woul d be having a generic
di scussi on about these, not about this specific case,
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wi th the Conm ssion Staff.

MEMBER LITTLE: | wll agree with that.

| have hesitated to say anythi ng about
these in the |last few cases for exactly the reasons that
M. Acken has outlined. And | feel like we are -- we
have a path forward here, and | w thdraw ny notion.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber H I I.

MEMBER HILL: | would like to nove
adoption --

CHW STAFFORD: Do you wi thdraw your second
as well, | guess?

MEMBER HILL: 1'll wthdraw ny second.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER HILL: And I'Il withdraw ny ori gi nal
notion just for nunmber 1.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And I'l1 w thdraw ny
second.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Can we -- can
get a notion to adopt Findings of Fact and Concl usi ons of
Law 1 t hrough 6?

MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

VMEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)
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CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Findings of
Fact and Conclusions of Law 1 through 6 are adopted.

On to Exhibit A Exhibit A proposed --
now, the one from Hearing Exhibit to the proposed CEC,
that one is black and white. This map nekes little sense
wi thout color. |'mlooking at the one on the placemat.
This is -- | think the placemat map is an acceptable
pl ace to start with the col or because then you can see
what's goi ng on

MR. ACKEN. You want it in color; correct?

Did | understand you --

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes.

MR. ACKEN. Yeah, | thought we submtted it
in color. And so we -- maybe it just got lost in
translation. But the thought would be I think you wll
ask the commttee for the authority to nmodify. And we
wi |l make sure that what is shown as R12 reflects its
final and is in color, and that would be Exhibit A  That
was the intent when we fil ed.

CHW STAFFORD: So this would be -- can |
get a notion to adopt as the Exhibit Ait would be
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Hearing Exhibit 5 Slide R12 --

MEMBER HI LL: As Exhibit A?

CHW STAFFORD: -- as Exhibit Ato the
certificate.

MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Now, do we want
to make any changes to it? | think it's -- the | egend
spells out what's going on. The only thing is is that
the corridor is going -- well, the whole purple corridor
up until it starts to make the turn into the energy
facility is a thousand feet wde; correct? That's the
wi dth of that corridor?

MR. ACKEN. Yes, that's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. My only thought is

that -- and the other dinension that's nentioned in the
certificate is the -- hang on. This thing is not
scrol ling.

3700 feet, that's the north-to-south
di stance of that purple section; correct?
MR. ACKEN. Correct. Wthin the footprint
of that energy center.
CHW STAFFORD: Right. [It's the whole
by -- the word thermal plant substation up to the top
bl ue |ine?
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VMR ACKEN: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. | think those are
the only two distances nentioned. | think that's pretty
clear. | don't think we need to draw little lines on
this map. It's got a lot of detail. | don't think

anything's getting | ost on here.

But | think for the thermal plant you have
there's the 100 acres which is the yell ow hatched area,
and there's the black hatched area which is the 80 acres
of the actual project site.

MR. ACKEN. Yes, that's consistent with the
testi nony.

CHW STAFFORD: Is it worth putting that in
the | egend?

MEMBER HILL: It is. It is in the |egend.
The hatched area.

CHWN STAFFORD: The acres? The acreage is
what |' m sayi ng.

MEMBER HI LL: Oh.

CHW STAFFORD: Because the yellow hatch is
100 acres and the black hatch is 80 acres; correct?

MR. ACKEN:. Yes.

MEMBER HI LL: | think that would be a nice
add. | think we should just make note of that, and the
applicant can do nodifications before the CEC is
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subm tted.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, the notion is to
adopt Hearing Exhibit 5 Slide R12 as the Exhibit A So
then we need a notion to amend that to include in the
| egend the di mensions of the proposed Eagle Eye thernal
pl ant and the proposed Eagl e Eye thermal plant buffer.

MEMBER HI LL: The acres associated with
both of those?

CHW STAFFORD: The acreage.

MEMBER HILL: So I'll nove that.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Is this the one we're
| ooki ng at?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes. It's the sane as

the -- it's nore accurate to refer to it because not
everyone -- the placemat's not going to be a separate
thing that you can pull in and reference if soneone is

| ooking in the docket.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: |If we could get a
commtrment fromthe applicant that all natural gas |ines
will be shown in yellow

CHW STAFFORD: They are on this nmap.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: They are. And | just
want to make sure it remains that way.
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motion to i ncl

buf fer?

Mer cer.

i s adopt ed.

anended?

VMR ACKEN: So comm tted.
MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
CHWN STAFFORD: Is there a second for the

ude the acreage of the thermal plant and

| second that.
VEMBER MERCER: Second.
CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So does Menber

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:. Hearing none, the amendnent

Can | get a notion to adopt Exhibit A as

MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")
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CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Exhibit A as
amended i s adopt ed.

The only suggestion | m ght have that woul d
be -- | don't think it requires a separate anendnment --
I's you have the yellow line, the dotted |ine, which shows
the lateral. It may be worth a little touchup,

Phot oshop, however you want to do that, to make that a

little nore --
MEMBER HI LL: Visible.
CHWN STAFFORD: -- visible.
MR. ACKEN. Understood. W will do that.
CHW STAFFCORD: Bunp up the contrast.
MR, ACKEN. Unfortunately | understood.
CHW STAFFORD: All right. Next up is
Exhi bit B.

MEMBER HILL: | nove approval of Exhibit B.

CHW STAFFORD: Wi ch docunent? |[|s that
going to be -- that is attached to Hearing Exhibit 2, is
it not?

MEMBER HILL: It is.

MR. ACKEN. It is. It was both attached --
| believe it's attached to Chairman's exhibit and shown
on the screen, and it should match Slide L58 of Hearing
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1 Exhibit 5.

2 MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

3 CHW STAFFORD: Wo noved that?

4 MEMBER HI LL: M.

5 CHWN STAFFORD: On, you did?

6 Ckay. And | was trying to -- and al so

7 known as -- on Hearing Exhibit 5 slide what?

8 MR, ACKEN: 58. L58.

9 CHW STAFFORD: It's all on that one slide?
10 MR. ACKEN: Yes.

11 MEMBER LI TTLE: No.

12 MEMBER HILL: It's nultiple.

13 MR ACKEN:. | think it's tw pages.

14 CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

15 MR. ACKEN. So both pages are on Slide L58.
16 CHW STAFFORD: All right. That has been

17 noved and seconded.

18 Furt her di scussion?

19 MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

20 CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

21 MEMBER LI TTLE: | just have sone questions.
22 W didn't talk a great deal about in detai

23 about the Game and Fish letter. And | have sone -- they
24 made nention of a fewthings and | just want to, | guess,
25 get the applicant's opinion on whether the
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recommendati ons -- these specific recomendati ons that
are in the Gane and Fish letter are included in the
mtigation measures that are shown in Exhibit B.

There are sone species, the western
burrowi ng owm, the Sonoran desert tortoise, and other
burrow ng species. They deal with them each
i ndi vi dual | vy.

The Gane and Fish letter is nore detailed
than we are accustonmed to seeing. They seemto be going
in that direction, which | think is great. And | just
want to be sure that it's the general consensus that the
mtigation neasure that says if construction activities
must occur during active seasons for rel evant species of
concern, qualified biologists will conduct surveys ahead
of clearing activities to identify active nests or
burrows and i npl ement protective nmeasures as necessary in
coor di nati on.

Do we feel that that is sufficient to cover
the specific species that were nmentioned in the Fish and
Gane or do we need to say -- to nodify that mtigation
neasure to say -- to actually call the nanes out that
Fish and Gane di d?

CHW STAFFORD: |s your question directed
towards the applicant or to other nenbers?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Bot h.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Let's start with M. Acken,

and then ot her nenbers can wei gh in.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Menber Little, that certainly was the
intent. 1've asked and | think it's what was done by
cross-referencing | think it's in Exhibit Cto the
application itself. | guess Hearing Exhibit 1 is where
all this starts, and then it's carried forward in the
mtigation measure.

|'ve asked M. Martin, who provided

testinmony on this point with respect to mtigation

measures and his consultation with Gane and Fish, to cone

back up and provide confirmation of that as he renmains
under oat h.

MR. MARTIN: | confirmexactly what --

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MR. MARTIN: -- Menber Little had asked.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That you feel that general
statement covers -- or that Gane and Fish will feel that
that general statenment is sufficient to address their
concerns?

MR. MARTIN: | do confirmthat.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Al right. That answers
t hat question.

MEMBER HILL: M. Chair.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HILL: 1'll just add that, | nean,
| ooked at the specifics. | think that it will cover
because they're doing bird surveys or nesting surveys
preconstruction and they aren't limting it to the
species. They're saying all species. So | feel
confortable with that.

There was one instance where you nay recal
we called out a specific bird because that bird was
really hard to nonitor for or to survey for, and so we
called it out because it would require a special protocol
around t hat.

So I do think when Gane and Fish calls out
a specific species and a specific set of speci al
protocols we mght want to include it, but | don't think
that any of the species they identified here would need
anything particularly special was ny observation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. That's reassuring.
Thank you.

Anybody el se have comments?

(No audi bl e response.)

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. M second -- the
second thing that | noticed that was in the Gane and Fi sh
letter that | didn't see addressed in the mtigation
nmeasures is that the Departnent noted that the project
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desi gn avoi ds washes and recomends that these washes are
left in their natural state w thout fencing or other
barriers to wildlife novenent. Additionally, it is
recommended that corridor widths are increased where
feasible to include upland areas adjacent to the wash.
And then they specify a mnimumcorridor width if it's

f easi bl e.

And | know that M. Martin addressed the --
you know, we don't have any particular wildlife
corridors. W have what -- were they called? -- novenent
corridors or sonething, which nmade sense to ne. But I'm
wonderi ng whet her that should be in the mtigation
nmeasures or if we feel that they don't need to be in
t here.

MR. ACKEN. Chairman Stafford, can |
address that?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, please, M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN. Menber Little, there is a
correspondence trail on this that M. Martin discussed
yesterday, and | realize we were having technical
difficulties multiple times. So this could have happened
at one of those tines.

But what the records show is that Ganme and
Fish -- and I'm | ooking at Hearing Exhibit 9. Gane and
Fish asked for a suite of mtigation nmeasures including
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the one that you referred to. And that was a letter
dated April 23.

M. Martin responded on July 1 and said,
you know, appreciate the opportunity and I think
referenced that there was di scussions but noted there
were two recommendations that were not feasible and
provi ded t he expl anati ons why.

Subsequent to that, there is -- and also in
this correspondence there is an e-mail from Arizona
Ganme and Fish on Mnday, July 6, that says thank you so
much for sending this over and provi ding an update on
your teamis efforts. Please let ne know if there's any
way we can be of additional assistance. Looking forward
to continued coordination as the project progresses.

So, M. Martin, was that your understanding
that that addressed their concern and -- with respect to
that specific mtigation neasure?

MR. MARTIN:. That's correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you. That
deals with ny concern.

| did not see that correspondence. Al |
have seen or had seen up until now was the April 23
letter.

And the other one may also be in there, I'm
not sure, but that is the drainage inprovenent such as
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cul verts.

MR. ACKEN: Yes, Menber Little.

And, M. Martin, if you could speak to that
briefly as well.

MR. MARTIN:. Both of those recommendati ons
were dealt with in that correspondence back to the
Depart nent .

MEMBER LI TTLE: Great. Thank you very
much. You're way ahead of ne.

Thanks for the clarification.

MR, ACKEN. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So the Hearing
Exhi bit 2, also Hearing Exhibit 5 Slide L58, Exhibit B to
the certificate has been noved and seconded; is that
true?

MEMBER HI LL: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Is it noved and seconded?

Yes?

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Exhibit Bis
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adopt ed.

Now we're ready to nove the certificate as
a whol e as anended.

MEMBER HI LL: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: 1'Il do a roll call vote.

Menber Const ock?

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fant?

pr of essi onal

MEMBER FANT: Quick commrent ?
CHWN STAFFORD: Certainly.
MEMBER FANT: A really thorough and

presentation. Thank you.

Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Hi Il ?
MEMBER HI LL: Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

And | also would like to thank everybody

present and those of us online for their patience wth
dealing with -- you know, this is a difficult tinme in the
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power industry, and | think we were hashing things out,
and | appreciate everybody's cooperati on and
under st andi ng. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Drago.

MEMBER DRAGO. | vote aye.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Meeker?

MEMBER MEEKER:  Aye.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fontes?

MEMBER FONTES: Comment ?

CHW STAFFORD: By all means as | ong as
it's brief.

MEMBER FONTES: Yes.

Just a comment. Thanks for the applicant.
I think others appreciate the diligence that | do.

But on the comm ttee's conduct here, | find
that, you know, desert southwest needs nore generation
capacity, but | think that's not a |icense for uneven
rigor on these. Whether it's a wind project or gas,
think we've got to nake these projects bulletproof for
| enders, investors, offtakers. And people do read these
docunents, so consistency and discipline is what we're
trying to do to make these bull etproof for these
devel opers so they can get to financial
cl ose/ constructi on.

So | think even the application -- and |
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appl aud you, M. Acken, for working with our teamto go
back to the Conm ssion for sone clarifications because as
a former | ender and having worked a | ot of project
finance it does matter, so appreciate it.

Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: And | vote aye. By a vote
of 10 ayes and zero nays the certificate is granted.

Can | get a notion for the chair to
correct, sign, and file the order with the Conm ssion?

MEMBER FANT: So noved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none --

MR. ACKEN. M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD:. -- anmendnent passes -- the
noti on passes.

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, |'mnot sure |
heard Menber DiCiccio. | don't knowif he's still on
because he wasn't on the video, but --

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di G ccio?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

L-21323A-26-0244-00263 VOL Il 08/05/2026 679

Did I call himor not?

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  No.

CHWN STAFFORD: n.

MEMBER FANT: It | ooked like he had a
br oken arm

MR. ACKEN:. He m ght not be there.

CHW STAFFORD: | don't see himon here.
He nmust have dropped off.

Well, then there was -- by a vote of nine
to zero the certificate is granted.

MEMBER HI LL: Regardless, it was unani nous.

MR ACKEN. |I'd like 10, but I like
preci sion. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, then 10 peopl e need
to be here at the tine of the vote, then, for that to
happen. You take what you can get.

MR. ACKEN. That's right. | Ilike
unani nous. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Well, thank you

very nuch.
Any ot her comments from nenbers?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: W th that, we are
adj our ned.
(Proceedi ngs concluded at 4:12 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE IT KNOMWN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by nme in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.
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parties hereto nor am| in any way interested in the
out cone her eof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(9) (1) and (2).
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