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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Ari zona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Comm ttee, commencing at 3:01 p.m on the 4th day of
January, 2023, with all participants appearing via

vi deoconf er ence.

BEFORE: PAUL A. KATZ, Chairnman

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Al bert H Acken, Esg.

ACKEN LAW

111 East Dunl ap Avenue
Suite 1-172

Phoeni x Arizona 85020

ALSO PRESENT:

M. Erik Ellis, BrightN ght, Vice President of
Devel opment

M. Joseph Perrine, BrightN ght, Devel opnent
Associ at e

M. Brian Lindenl aub, WstLand Resources, Vice
Pr esi dent

Ms. Lisa dennie, dennie Reporting Services
M. Tod Brewer, Assistant to Chairnan Katz
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CHWN KATZ: This is the BrightNight -- it's
"Bright" and "Night," no space in between -- Three
Sisters Project. And | think it will be CEC 215, but it
m ght be 214 because we already had a prefiling
conference on what | thought was going to be 214 but they
haven't filed their application yet. So you'll either be
CEC- 214 or -215.

And | will ask M. Acken, who represents the
applicant, to identify hinself and then to have all of
the participants that he mght be calling upon to --
either you can identify themor they can identify
t hensel ves.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairman. Bert Acken
of Acken Law on behalf of the applicant THSI bn, LLC,
whi ch, as you nmentioned, is a subsidiary or a joint
devel opnent, subsidiary, of BrightNight. W are here for
the Three Sisters gen-tie project.

Wth nme, you have Erik Ellis, Vice President of
Devel opnent for BrightN ght. Joseph -- you know, maybe |
shoul d have you pronounce your |ast nane to nake sure |
don't butcher it. Introduce yourself, because you're a
new face to the chairman. And, Brian, you can as well.

CHWN KATZ: And if it's not a sinple spelling,
tell us who you are and spell your |ast nane for the
benefit of our court reporter.
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MR. PERRINE: Yeah, ny nane is Joseph Perrine.
| ' m a devel opnent associate for BrightNight. And really
| ook forward to neeting everybody. So thank you.

CHWN KATZ: And how do you spell your |ast nane?

MR PERRINE: P-e-r-r-i-n-e.

CHWN KATZ: Ckay.

MR ELLIS: Chairman Katz, thank you for neeting
wth us today. 1It's good to see you again. Erik Elis
with BrightNight. | |ead the southwest region. |I'mthe
Vice President for Product Devel opnment. And ny |ast name
is spelled E-I-1-i-s. And we were in front of you
earlier this year on the Box Canyon Sol ar Project in
March. So it's good to see you again.

CHWN KATZ: Good to see you

And | think we have one nore gentleman, Brian
Li ndenl aub. And go ahead and i ntroduce yourself and
spell your | ast nane, please.

MR LI NDENLAUB: Yes, sir. Brian Lindenl aub.
And | amthe principal in charge of the project on behalf
of WestLand Resources who are providing support on the
CEC application. M last nane is L-i-n-d-e-n-l-a-u-b

CHWN KATZ: Ckay. | think that that is all --
and Tod Brewer is present here as well. He organi zed
t hi s whol e thing.

But are there any possible intervenors that
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you're aware of ?

MR ACKEN:. Chairman, not at this tinme. There
has -- this is a renote area, and | can pull up a map
here whenever you want to take a | ook at the project
vicinity as well as sone sign | ocations.

It's a short transm ssion line, one-mle |ong,
I nterconnecting with an existing infrastructure in an
area where there just aren't many people. So so far in
t he public outreach process, there's no indication that
we're expecting intervention.

CHWN KATZ: Is this a Yuma hearing, or is this
t he Cochi se County one?

MR ACKEN: Cochi se.

CHWN KATZ: Ckay.

MR ELLIS: But you're correct. W have anot her
project comng in front of you that's going to predate
this one by about a nonth, and it's in Yuna.

CHWN KATZ: Okay. Because ny next one is in
Pi nal County. Then | have two back-to-back hearings in
Yuma. And then I don't know what happens to this nmatter.
If they want to pay ne a big bonus, | mght be able to
stay on a little bit longer. But we won't worry about
t hat .

And |'massumng that all interested parties
have been notified. And who are the public entities or
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parties that have been given notice of this?

MR. ACKEN. So the project itself is in Cochise
County, so -- and then there is obviously an entitl enent
process there as well for the associated sol ar and
storage project. W run -- and there's portions of state
| and that we run near as well. The transm ssion |line
itself is likely not going to be on state | and. But
those woul d be the affected jurisdictions.

CHWN KATZ: Ckay. No cities or towns are
involved? It's in a renpte part of Cochise?

MR ACKEN: Yeah, | don't believe -- are we in
the Cty of WIIcox?

MR ELLIS W're not. W're not. But we have
reached out to the Cty of WIlcox as part of our
communi ty engagenent. So we net with the nmanager over
t here, Cal eb Bl aschke, over there as well.

CHWN KATZ: Al right.

MR ELLIS: But that's correct, we are not
jurisdictional to the Gty.

CHWN KATZ: Okay. No federal noney or federal
| ands i nvol ved; correct?

MR ACKEN: Correct.

CHWN KATZ: And you nentioned maps. | didn't
get any prefiling docunents. And that's fine. You know,
at the tine that we have our prehearing conference, we're

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ

v



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 215 PREFILING CONFERENCE  01/04/2023

going to want to have sone exhibits that the court
reporter can retain.

MR BREVWER: M. Chairnan, you shoul d have that
map i n your inbox.

MR ACKEN. | just pulled it up on the screen.
That was -- | received it this nmorning but | mssed it,
and so | didn't get it to Tod until about 15 m nutes
bef or e.

CHWN KATZ: |'mseeing that -- let ne just --

' musing two conputers here. Let ne get rid of --

MR ACKEN:. So | shared this. W will mark this
as a prefiling Exhibit 1.

CHWN KATZ: Ckay.

MR ACKEN. It shows the transm ssion line route
as well as the two sign locations. | can zoomout to
give you a little nore --

CHWN KATZ: | have it pulled up on both
computers now. | did receive it. W'Il nmake this
prefiling Exhibit 1. And you'll need to get a copy of
that to the court reporter for the inclusion in the
transcri pt.

MR ACKEN. Yep, w |l do.

CHWN KATZ: Ckay. And do we have a draft notice

of hearing or not yet? | don't need it today.
MR ACKEN:. | have it. | haven't sent it over
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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The one thing I"'mwaiting on is our hearing | ocation. So
we are considering using the Cty of WIIcox Chanbers.
They offered that to us. I'mstill trying to determ ne
whet her that's feasible given the Conmttee's needs and
the AV needs for this. So that's why | need to run that
to ground before we can commt to that. Alternatively,
we'll be | ooking at venues in -- other venues in WII cox
or Benson, both of which are in Cochise County.

CHWN KATZ: Ckay. And | won't necessarily
suggest it because we don't have -- well, I'Il nention
it, but I won't suggest it because we do have the
authority to hold these hearings at the State capitol.
don't know where that would be, and I don't want to nake
a mess out of things. So we'll probably do it on site.

But |I'm assum ng a tour probably isn't
necessary?

MR. ACKEN. Yes, M. Chairman, that's our
perspective. Gven the |lack of public interest as well
as just lack of anyone nearby. This is rural, sparse,
residential at nost. And on this map, you can see our
two sign locations -- so we're proposing two sign
| ocations. They're a fewmles to the east. They're
shown with the red stars, if you will, because that's the
nearest public access point. And so it's not easily
accessible. W'Il|l be prepared if the Commttee wants to
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take a tour as we always are, but this project is one
we're not going to recommend given it's just there's not
easy access and we're going to have really excellent
virtual representation of the project for the Commttee
to review.

CHWN KATZ: ay. And on the map, this
Exhibit 1, are the sign |locations noted on that?

MR. ACKEN. They are. Those are the two red

stars.

CHWN KATZ: GCot it. Gotcha. GCkay.

MR ELLIS: Just to add a little bit of
additional color. | nean, this roadway -- Bert, if you

just zoomin a little bit again, just want to zoomin
just so the Kinzey Road can be |legible. So Kineey there,
it's just a dirt road that runs fromthe star | ocations
just all the way over there across Anderson Road and
Hedrick Lane. So that's just at the very end of a | ong
dirt road with extrenely few residences out in the area.
CHWN KATZ: And you've already identified for
us, M. Acken, the affected jurisdictions. It's really
essentially Cochise County. You may have al so given
notice to the | and departnent, but you don't belive that
the project will be on state trust lands. And the Cty
of WIllcox has al so been given notice. So |I'm assunm ng
that you have -- you have to prepare a notice to affected
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jurisdictions in accord with AR S. 8 40-360.04(A). And
| ' massum ng that you either have done that or will be
doing that in filing it with the Corporation Conm ssion?

MR ACKEN. We will do that shortly after the
filing of the application. And, again, it will be those
two affected jurisdictions, Cochise County and state
| and.

CHWN KATZ: Okay. And the lodging wll be
det erm ned once you have the venue decided, whether it's
sonmewhere in a county building or in a city building or
at a hotel.

MR ACKEN: That's correct.

CHWN KATZ: |I'massumng there will be | odging
avail able for all of the Commttee nenbers that choose to
stay there, and I think that woul d probably be everyone
accept those appearing virtually.

And I'm not going to worry about the tour. |
don't know if you want to prepare a plan for that, but I
can't imagine if it's out in the boondocks, so to speak,
| can't see the need for a tour for a one-mle line.

And | hope that you'll, down the road, and the
other | awyers that handl e these matters, can sonehow get
t hrough to sone nenbers of the |legislature. Because it's
ridiculous to have to have a 10-person Commttee and a
hundred thousand dollars or nore spent by the applicant

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 215 PREFILING CONFERENCE  01/04/2023 12

to have us grant a certificate of environnental
conmpl i ance.

And the problem for those of you who are
unfamliar with the history, this Commttee was forned by
statute in 1970, and about the only thing regul ated were
the major utility conmpanies and their transm ssion |ines.
We didn't have solar all over the place and wnd all over
the place. And | have one hearing | think -- it hasn't
happened yet -- where nost of the |ine's underground.

The line that's aboveground that requires our permtting
is three-tenths of a mle. |It's absurd to go through al
of this. That's a story for another day.

And if we do the -- we're starting this on a
Monday; correct?

MR. ACKEN. Correct. Mnday afternoon at
one o' cl ock.

CHWN KATZ: Ckay. So we would plan a tour for
Tuesday 2-287?

MR. ACKEN. That's correct. W wll| be prepared
if the Coomttee decides they want a tour.

CHWN KATZ: |If we're going to do it, let's say
either nine -- sonewhere between nine and 10 o' cl ock on
that Tuesday if a tour is wanted. I wll discourage it,
and nost of the Comm ttee nenbers don't want to take a
tour. And because of the l|location, we nay have nore

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 215 PREFILING CONFERENCE  01/04/2023 13

virtual participants than nornal, so a tour doesn't do
t hem any good.

When are we going to have a prehearing
conference, Tod?

MR BREWER  Thank you, M. Chairman. W have
this schedul ed for January 23 at 3 p. m

CHWN KATZ: |'mhappy to do that. | don't think
| have any conflicts. Unless you want to nake it an hour
earlier. \Wat are your thoughts, Tod?

MR BREVWER: | don't see any conflicts on your
cal endar, M. Chairnan.

CHWN KATZ: Do you mnd noving it to two o' cl ock
on the 23rd?

MR ACKEN. That works for ne, M. Chairman.
Thank you.

MR ELLIS: Wrks for BrightN ght too.

CHWN KATZ: Ckay. We'll do it, then,

January 23. |I'll probably conduct that prehearing
conference. | hope that | have sonmebody sitting in the
roomwth ne.

And there's no ongoing litigation.

And we need to make sure that -- everyone needs
to get a copy of the application. | wi sh that applicants
didn't have to file 25 copies of it with the Corporation
Comm ssi on because a |lot of the Conmttee nenbers are

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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tired of getting a box full of -- box or two full of
docunents when we have al nbst everything available to
them either on an i Pad or sone other tablet and nost of
the critical exhibits get projected on a screen for us
all to observe |live as testinony proceeds.

And | will draft a procedural order, or Tod wll
help me or I will help Tod do that. He will probably do
the majority of that drafting because | don't see
anyt hi ng out of the usual.

And we will need no later than the date of our
prehearing conference is a draft CEC. Are you seeking a
si ngl e CEC?

MR ACKEN: Yes. This interconnection is wth
AEPCO.

CHWN KATZ: Ckay.

MR ACKEN: And | don't believe AEPCO has
requested a second CEC. And so our plan so just to seek
one. There nay be facilities that are assigned to AEPCQO
but that would be done pursuant to a partial assignnent.

CHWN KATZ: Okay. And we'll do the public
comment. W mght be waiting around for a while, |I'm not
sure, but we'll do it at 5:30. And we've always set it
|ate in the day so that working people won't conplain
that they were deprived of an opportunity. But | have a
feeling this could be like the | ast several hearings
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where we get done an hour or two sonetines before public

coment for the day. But whatever. W'II|l probably run
up till about 4:30 on that first day and then take a
break and have public comments. |'m not expecting nany.

If any public officials fromWIIlcox, fromthe
county, or fromthe state wish to participate in public
comments, we will allow those officials to be called
ahead of any other nenbers of the general public.

And |' m assum ng that there's no NEPA process
i nvol ved because there's no federal funding and no
federal |and invol ved.

But |I'massumng that all federal, state,
county, and |local permt applications have either been
recei ved or have been applied for and will obviously be
in place before any construction were to begin.

MR ACKEN. That's correct, M. Chairman. And
we'll be prepared to address that at the hearing. As |
menti oned, the only other nmmjor authorization would be
the county entitlenents for the associ ated solar and
battery project.

CHWN KATZ: Ckay. And | probably don't need to
ask this, but I'"'massumng we'll have one of our regul ar
crews for IT so we will have good H -Fi hotspots and
| apt op access to docket control, et cetera, and that
you'll likely be providing i Pads, tablets, Chronebooks,
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or sone other digital nedia for the benefit of those who
are present in person.

MR ACKEN. Yes, M. Chairman. W' re not going
totry and reinvent it right now, that's for sure.

CHWN KATZ: Ckay. Are there any other issues
that you want to make a record of or that | should be
concer ned about ?

MR, ACKEN. Just wanted to tal k about our filing
date. We're targeting January 19, which is a Wadnesday,
to file. And then we are hope -- | always want to run
that by you and Tod to nmake sure that it's feasible to
get the notice of hearing docketed that Thursday or
Friday so we can make publication. Qur intention is to
publish in the Arizona Daily Star, which is the
Tucson- based paper, which the advantage of it is it
provides us a daily publication window So if we could
file on the 19th, then we can get that notice of hearing
docketed on the 20th or 21th, we should be good to go on
newspaper publication.

CHWN KATZ: And, Tod, we do have a hearing that

starts on the 17th, and | could still -- and that one is
our next one which is in Pinal County. But I'Il have
access to ny conputer. So, if necessary, | can always

electronically sign that.
MR. BREVWER: Thank you, M. Chairman. | do need
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to make one correction, if | could, for the prehearing
conference date.

CHWN KATZ:  Sure.

MR, BREVWER: That's actually been schedul ed for
February. | believe | nentioned January, but it's
February the 21st.

CHWN KATZ: Ckay.

MR BREWER At three o' clock. | can still nove
that to two if need be.

CHWN KATZ: WIIl that work for you, two o'clock
on the 21st of the February, not January? |Is that a
probl em f or anyone?

MR ACKEN. It works. That's funny. W were
all looking for the prehearing for the other.

MR ELLIS: You're right. 1 didn't -- that was
Or char d.

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

CHWN KATZ: And you need to nmake sure that the
court reporting conpany gets final transcripts of the
conferences and hearings posted to the applicant's
website. So we'll get a transcript of this hearing
within a few days, | believe. 1'll let you work that out
wth our reporter. But we need to make sure that a copy
of that transcript gets posted on the applicant's
website, and a transcript of any and all other hearings.
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And outside of that, | didn't have anything
other than that | amin panic node to get sonebody
trai ned because if they want to pay nme a hundred thousand
dollars a year to do nothing but line siting, 1'd
probably agree to do it. But it's getting to the point
where | really think they need to get a full-tine person
to be doing this. Because | figure that I'min hearings
about 20 hours a nonth roughly, maybe 20, 24 hours a
nonth. And there isn't that much preparation, but we
have prefiling and prehearing conferences and a | ot of
work to be generat ed.

So, anyway, | want to w sh everybody belatedly a
very heal thy and happy new year.

Is there anything el se? Yes, what el se do we
need to cover?

THE COURT REPORTER Do you mnd, can | get
M. Lindenlaub's title?

MR. LI NDENLAUB: Just vice president.

THE COURT REPORTER At BrightNi ght?

MR LI NDENLAUB: At WestlLand Resources.

THE COURT REPORTER  Thank you

CHWN KATZ: |Is that the parent conpany, or is
t hat an environnental conpany?

MR. LI NDENLAUB: Environnent consul ting conpany.

CHWN KATZ: That's fine. Just wanted to make
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sur e.
MR, LI NDENLAUB: Sure.
CHWN KATZ: Anyway, bel ated happy new year to
you. May you live |ong and prosper. And we'll see you
back here on this matter on the 23rd -- 21st, excuse ne,

of February. Okay. Anyway. Take care.
We do stand in recess.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 3:23 p.m)
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