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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter cane on regularly to be heard before the
Ari zona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee at the WIlcox Community Center, 312 \West
Stewart Street, WIIcox, Arizona, comencing at 1:00 p.m

on February 27, 2023.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

GABRI ELA S. MERCER, Arizona Corporation Conm ssion
LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environnmental Quality
DAVI D FRENCH, Arizona Departnent of Water Resources
JAMES PALMER, Agriculture Interests
MARY HAMAMAY, Incorporated Cties and Towns
Rl CK GRI NNELL, Counti es

(via videoconf erence)
KARL GENTLES, General Public

(via videoconf erence)
MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, General Public

(via videoconf erence)

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Al bert H Acken

ACKEN LAW

111 East Dunl ap Avenue
Suite 1-172

Phoeni x, Arizona 85020
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CHWN STAFFORD: We'll call the neeting to order
This is the tinme set for hearing on line siting
application L-21220A-23-0019-00215. |'m Chai rnan Adam
Stafford. Call the roll call for the Commttee. W'l
start down to ny right with Menber Pal ner.
MEMBER PALMER: My nane is JimPalner, and |I'm
representing agriculture.
MEMBER HAMMY: Mary Hamway, cities and towns.
MEMBER FRENCH: David French, director's
desi gnee for the Arizona Departnment of Water Resources.
MEMBER DRAGO. Len Drago, director's designee
for the Arizona Department of Environnental Quality.
MEMBER MERCER: Gabriella Mercer, |I'mthe
desi gnate by the chairman of the Arizona Corporation
Conmi ssi on.
CHWN STAFFORD: And with us virtually | see
Menbers Little and Ginnell. Could you pl ease introduce
your sel ves?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Toby Little, representing the

publi c.
MEMBER GRI NNELL: Rick Ginnell representing
counti es.
CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go off the record for just
a noment .
(O f the record.)
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN STAFFCORD: We're back on the record.

| have no applications to intervene, so we w ||
not need to take a vote on interventions.

"Il take appearances, please.

MR ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairnman, and
wel cone. Bert Acken of Acken Law on behal f of the
applicant, THSI bn, LLC.

|'d also like to welcone all the Commttee
nmenbers for comng to WIllcox. Not that -- a bit of a
drive for nost of you, so we appreciate that, and
obvi ously appreciate the virtual participation as well.
Thank you so nuch.

CHWN STAFFORD: | wll be taking public coment
at 5: 30.

Are you prepared to present your first wtness
or panel of w tnesses?

MR ACKEN. | am M. Chairman. Do you want to
talk prelimnarily about a tour, or would you |like to see
the virtual tour first?

Qur perspective, I'll just say, is that we don't
think a tour is particularly useful here. This is a
short transm ssion line, one to one and a half mles.
It's renbte. A tour can't get very close. So we have
not recomrended a tour.

But if the Commttee wants to take one we'l |l be

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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prepared to do that. But it would nice to know sooner
rather than later if that's sonething we should be
prepared for.

Again, | don't know if you want to neke that
deci sion now or wait until the testinony that we present
including the virtual tour and nmake that call at that
time.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wat's the pl easure of the
Commttee? I|I'minclined to wait until after | see the
virtual tour to discuss, but we can discuss it nowif you
prefer.

MEMBER HAMMY: It's your choice. |'m not
convinced we need a tour. So |I'mgood with waiting.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you. You nay
proceed, M. Acken.

MR ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairman. |'mjust
going to give a brief opening just to orient the
Commttee to this case.

Thank you. You can see on the two slides, the
slide on the left is actually Slide 20. The slide on the
right is Slide 23. These are fromwhat's been nmarked for
identification as THSI -2, which is our slide deck.

The one -- the map on the | eft shows an overvi ew
of the larger project area. You can see WIlIlcox close to
the 1-10, just south of the I1-10. |It's a bunch of green

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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dots for historical buildings within the WIIcox area.
And | think we may be in one now, but I'mnot a cultural
resource expert, so take that for what it's worth.

The project itself as you see is many mles to
the south on the other side of the Wllcox Playa. It is
the irregular polygon that is | abeled "Proposed
Transm ssion Corridor,"” that wll interconnect with the
AEPCO transm ssion line fromthe Apache generating
stati on.

The map on the right shows a zooned-in view of
the project facilities in the context of the area. As
you can see, primarily private |lands, a portion of the
corridor is on state trust |ands, and we'll be prepared
to discuss that as part of our case in chief.

| want to nove next to what have been marked as
slides 93 and 94 fromthe presentation. And while that's
pul ling up, since the application was filed, the
applicant has received a great deal of interest about
potentially collocating industrial facilities such as a
hydrogen plant with this project.

And so that occurred after the application was
filed, and we are requesting an expanded corridor in

whi ch to place sone additional facilities.

And as soon as that map is up, |I'll show you
what we're requesting. It wll be very simlar to what
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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was requested and approved in the recent Bright Night Yuma
Orchard project, which had a hydrogen facility associ ated
with it.

So again, these are slides 93 and 94. The
original corridor and siting area is shown on the
| eft-hand screen, 93. The area of interest is in the
sout hern area.

Originally we had proposed an expect ed
substation | ocation, and then a potential alternate
substation | ocation to the sout hwest.

|f you I ook on the map on the right, you see the
addi ti onal corridor requested, an expanded corridor in
that siting area to the northeast as well as to the
sout hwest .

That map al so indicates that BrightN ght owns
the property to the southwest and is in advanced purchase
negoti ations for the property to the northeast. So this
is all on land that BrightNight either owns or is in the
process of acquiring.

There are no residential properties in this
area. And our teamw |l explain both the reason for the
change as well as the notice that was provided and the
assessnent of inpacts associated therew th.

So we wll be asking the Commttee to nake a
finding that there is no substantial deviation fromthe

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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ori ginal public notice.

l'll note that the original public notice just
tal ked about interconnection facilities. It wasn't
specific as to type. But it did have the map on the
left. And so we want to present that for the Conmttee's
consi derati on.

CHWN STAFFORD: If | may, M. Acken, what --
what is the difference in the width of the corridor
bet ween the original proposed and what you're suggesting
now?

MR ACKEN. Sure. So a couple things. You'l
see -- and we'll use different nonenclature. So if you
hear ne refer to corridor or the wtnesses refer to
corridor, we're typically tal king about the gen-tie
itself, and there is no difference in the gen-tie
corridor.

It is still a 500-foot-wi de corridor fromthe
siting area fromthe project substation up to the swtch
yard | ocation that will be on the AEPCO transm ssi on
i ne.

So there's a project substation, transm ssion
line, switch yard interconnected to AEPCO. All that
remai ns the sane.

The difference is you see that it goes from--
t he northeast substation location is 1500 feet w de.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Whoever has the pointer, if you can go to the left map
and show that the northeast substation |ocation, so
further south, so that was 1500 feet wide. W are now
asking that that be 3000 feet w de.

And then the southwest |ocation is going from
you know, 600-foot square to approximately 3,000 by 1500.
And, again, that's all on |land owned by BrightN ght. So
that's the nature of the request.

W will have three witnesses in one panel. The
three of them are eager and they're up there and ready to
get started. They will present testinony regarding the
project, the applicant's public notice and outreach
process, and the project's environnmental conpatibility.

Al three witnesses have testified before this
Committee previously. M. Ellis and Ms. Sawchuk are with
Bri ght Nl ght and have testified in the two prior cases
t hat Bri ght Ni ght has brought before you. The Box Canyon
case about 11 nonths ago in Pinal County in Florence.

And then last nonth with the Orchard project in Yuma
County.

And M. Lindenlaub is with WstLand Resources.
He's also testified before the Conmttee and presented
expert opinion as to environnmental conpatibility.

So we have a handful of exhibits. They're
| oaded on your tablets. And we al so have a few hard

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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copies. If you hear us referring to exhibits, we'll use
THSI, so THSI-1 is the application itself.

THSI -2 is the slide presentation, the left and
right slides you will see.

THSI-3 is a letter from ACC Staff dated
February 8, 2023. The ACC letter regarding its
assessnent of reliability in response to then Chairnan
Kat z' s request for input.

THSI-4 is the public notice, and this is the
second notification that went out with the expanded
corridor.

And then the sign location map i s THSI - 5.

Al identified here.

So that gives you a lay of the land. It's
overall, again, this is a project to interconnect, a
gen-tie to interconnect a solar project and potentially a
hydrogen facility.

One to one and a half mle transm ssion |ine
that wll include interconnection facilities at the sol ar
project and hydrogen facility, and then obviously a
switch yard to interconnect with the existing AEPCO
i nfrastructure.

So with that, if there's any initial questions,
happy to field them now or tee themup for the panel.

But ot herw se they are ready to be sworn.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Let's start with
you, M. Lindenlaub. Wuld you prefer an oath or
affirmation?

MR LI NDENLAUB: Affirmation, if you pl ease.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you affirmthe testinony you
wll give in this matter will be the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth, taking into
consi deration the penalties of perjury in the state of
Ari zona?

MR. LI NDENLAUB: | do.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Ellis, oath or affirmation?

MR ELLIS: Affirmation is fine, thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you affirmthe testinony that
you Wll give in this matter will be the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth, taking into
consi deration the penalties of perjury in the state of
Ari zona?

MR ELLI S: | do.

CHWN STAFFORD: And Ms. Sawchuk, oath or
affirmation?

M5. SAWCHUK: Stick with the group.

Affirmati on, please.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you affirmthe testinony you
wll give in this matter will be the truth, the whol e
truth and nothing but the truth, taking into

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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consideration the penalties of perjury in the state of
Ari zona?
M5. SAWCHUK: | do.
CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. You may begi n.
MR ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

ERI K ELLI'S, MARI BETH SAWCHUK, and BRI AN LI NDENLAUB,
called as wtnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been previously affirnmed by the Chairman to speak
the truth and nothing but the truth, were exam ned and

testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR ACKEN:

Q M. Ellis, let's start with you. State your
nanme and busi ness address for the record.

A (M. Ellis) Yes. H . Menbers of the
Commttee, thank you. Chairman Katz (sic), thank you.
know you do a |lot of work for the State.

My nane is Erik Ellis. |I'"man Arizona native.
This is our third time in front of you in the past 12
months. | work for BrightNi ght. Qur business address is
11201 North Tatum Boul evard, it's Suite 300 i n Phoeni X,
Ari zona 85028.
Q And I'd |i ke you to provide a summary of your

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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educati onal background and work experience including your
current title. And I believe we do have a slide. There
you go. Thank you.

A (M. Ellis) Yes. |In terns of ny background, so
| " ve been working in the industry now for over 20 years
i n devel opi ng power plants of various sipes -- shapes and
Si zes.

My background, |1've got a bachelor's of science
i n mechani cal engi neering from Wrcester Pol ytechnic
Institute. 1've got a master's of adm nistration in
educati onal admi nistration. | was a high school teacher
for five years.

And currently | serve as the vice president of
proj ect devel opnent for BrightN ght. And before, |'ve
been with BrightNi ght al nost three years now, and before
| was with BrightN ght, | worked for Arizona Public
Servi ce as the manager of technol ogy i nnovation for seven
years.

And was recently in front of you, this
Commttee, in Yuma a nonth ago for the Yuna CEC, and then
earlier last year for Box Canyon.

As a side note, this Commttee probably wll be
pl eased to hear that Box Canyon is now fully in contract
w th the power contract and interconnection agreenent.

We'l|l be starting construction on that

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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300- negawatt project this Decenber. So that one's fully
novi ng forward. So thank you.

Q And what is your role in this project?

A (M. Ellis) So in this project, so | nanage the
region. W have a teamof five or six folks in the
region. | oversee the activities, one of ny associ ates
Joseph Perrine is here in the area.

| was involved at the get-go in securing the
land rights for the project. W have worked with the
AEPCO utility here in Cochise County on the
i nterconnection of the project. W're just about to sign
an i nterconnection agreenent.

But just in general, ny responsibility for
overseei ng the project devel opnent and supporting the
team for helping to find al so a buyer of the output of
t he project.

Q Thank you, M. ElIlis.

Ms. Sawchuk, please state your nane and address
for the record.

A (Ms. Sawchuk) M/ nane is Mari beth Sawchuk. M
busi ness address is 13123 Eneral d Coast Par kway,

Sui te B158, Inlet Beach, Florida 34261.

Q And are you al so enpl oyed by Bri ght Ni ght?

A (Ms. Sawchuk) 1'm al so enpl oyed by Bri ght Ni ght.
My current role is vice president of conmunicati ons.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Q And next, sunmmari ze your educational background
and wor k experi ence.

A (Ms. Sawchuk) So | have a bachelor's degree in
hi story and a naster's degree in diplomcy, and |I'm sure
ny parents were wondering what | was going to do with
that, but |1've spent ny entire career in energy.

Not just renewabl e energy, but at the utility
sector and oil and gas sector as well. And have since
that tinme built a career working to educate the public
and engage comunities in the value of renewabl e power,
and that is ny role at BrightN ght.

And this is the third tine that |'ve been in
front of the Comm ssion as well, |ike ny coll eague,

M. Ellis. And I"'mexcited to be able to point out sone
of the things that we've | earned across our portfolio of
work in Arizona today.

Q And next, describe your role in this project.

A (Ms. Sawchuck) Again, ny role as vice president
of communi cations for BrightNight is to ensure that the
project is adequately communi cated to our stakehol ders.

But primarily nmake sure that we host a
transparent process through devel opnent and into
constructi on and ongoi ng operati ons.

But primarily through the permtting phase of

17

the project, ensure that the comunity is inforned on the
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wor k, their opportunities to provide feedback, and assess
the community in ternms of how we m ght best becone a
| ong-term partner.

Q Thank you. M. Lindenlaub, state your nane and
addr ess, pl ease.

A (M. Lindenlaub) M nane is Brian Lindenl aub.
Busi ness address is 4001 East Paradise Falls Drive,
Tucson, Arizona 85712.

Q Descri be your current enploynent and a sunmary
of your educati onal background and wor k experience.

A (M. Lindenlaub) 1'ma vice president of
envi ronnental services at WestLand Resources. Been wth
the conpany for 25 years. And ny experience is wth,
really, the al phabet soup of environnental authorizations
in the southwest with a focus on C ean Water Act,
bi ol ogi cal resources, and cul tural resources.

Q And what was your role in this project?

A (M. Lindenlaub) | served as the principal in
charge of the project, providing oversight support for
the resource eval uations, the public outreach, and the
preparation of the application and exhibits.

Q Thank you.

Next we're going to tal k about a description of
the applicant. M. Ellis, 1'd |like you to describe the
specific applicant in this case, THSI bn, LLC, which is

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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new to the Commttee, as well as provide a refresher for
the Commttee, and for the new nenbers describe its joint
venture partners.

A (M. Ellis) Yes. W've got a few slides on
that. So to start off, the THSI bn, LLC stands for Three
Sisters, which is a feature, it's a land feature in
Cochi se County.

So the Three Sisters Solar Project is a
whol | y- owned subsi di ary between BNC DevCo, which is a
joint venture between the conpany that Maribeth and I
work for, which is BrightN ght Power and Cordelio Power.

Alittle bit about BrightNi ght. So BrightN ght,
we are a renewabl e power sol utions conpany. W have and
oversee now a devel opnent pi peline of over
20, 000 negawatts within the United States with activity
across the U. S

To put that in context, there's about
8, 000 negawatts of operating power assets in the state of
Arizona today. So a portfolio of 21,000 negawatts or 21
gigawatts as you see noted here on the screen today is
al nost three tinmes the total capacity that's operating
today in Arizona.

| nportantly for this Conmttee, we've got real
backi ng behi nd the conpany. W have a $500 nillion
investment fromG@P. GdP Infrastructure G oup owns over

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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$80 billion of infrastructure globally, and so they are
behi nd Bri ght N ght .

And then we al so have a joint venture
partnership with Cordelio. 1've got a slide on them
But they al so provide funding to the conpany.

In terns of experience, the | eadership team at
Bri ght Ni ght has deep experience having permtted and
devel oped and built thousands of nmegawatts of operating
assets in North Anerica today.

| mentioned our parent, Cordelio Power. So
wthin the western half of the United States as you can
see here on the screen above, we are partnered wth
Cor del i o.

Cordelio Power thensel ves, they are managi ng
1200 nmegawatts of operating power assets today. They
oversee their own growth pipeline of 17,000 negawatts.

| nportantly for your consideration, they are

basically an i ndependently governed i nvestnment manager of

t he Canadi an Pension Plan, who thensel ves have over 500

billion Canadi an behi nd t hem

And part of that Canadi an Pension Plan and their

mssion is to place investnments into infrastructure
projects that generate predictable cash flows for the

pensi on hol ders.

20

Q Let's turn next to the project description. And
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provi de an overview of the Three Sisters Sol ar Project,
the | arger project.

A (M. Ellis) Yeah. So what we, simlar to Box
Canyon and Yuma, which you -- this Commttee has seen
previously, Three Sisters is also a 300-negawatt sol ar
facility that is also coupled to a battery system so
that we can provide power not only until the sun goes
down, but really when folks go to bed until ten or
el even o' clock at night. [It's inportant to keep the
i ghts running.

W are, as M. Acken noted earlier, the project
Is located south of the Wllcox Playa in a pretty renote
area at the end of a county road.

In ternms of the facilities that you'll be seeing
today and considering there are three nmain aspects of the
project, there's a transmssion line that's | ess than one
and a half mles in length and there's a project
substation where we step up the voltage fromthe sol ar
plant to transm ssion |evel voltage. And then there's a
swtch yard where we connect into the grid.

We have picked this | ocation because we think
it's a good place to put a project where we can have a
m ni mal envi ronnental inpact and an inpact on the
communi ty.

And as you'll see in sonme of the slides and
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testinmony that will be comng, this project also has the
potential for inproving resiliency and reliability of the
grid.

Q Next, tal k about the benefits associated with
t he project.

A (M. ElIlis) So the benefits -- you know, every
project that we do as a conpany, we always like to start
off with an econom c i npact study.

And we have worked in the past and we have
wor ked on this project with one of the best known firms
in the state, Elliott Pollack & Associ ates does these
ki nds of anal yses for counties and nunicipalities and
clients like ourself.

We retained Elliott Pollack & Associates to do
an econom c i npact study. The conclusions fromthat
study are sunmarized in -- in the charts that you see.

But it would bring nore than 250 construction
jobs to the area. That would be over an 18-nonth peri od
of time. It would bring over $259 mllion in regional
econom c uplift over the life of the project.

| nportantly for the county, it would generate 34
mllion in |ocal, state, and property tax revenue, and up
to five permanent careers in renewabl e power, which
isn't -- one of the things that's nice about these
projects is because there's not a ton of folks that are
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going to be noving to the area long-term the county ends
up getting a nice property tax benefit but not an
attendant hit on services. And so we find these projects
can be really sort of net accretive to the comunities
in which they're built.

And from an operating perspective, very little
water is now required for these photovoltaic solar
plants. They've gotten the robotic washing techni ques
down to be very efficient. And so it's about 100, 000
gall ons a year to clean the panels which is, you know,
| ess than, you know, ten residential hones.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Yes, Menber Ginnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Ellis, you tal ked about
your econom c inpact. Can you break that down as to
where that inpact is going to be felt and who will be the
beneficiaries of that econom c i npact?

MR ELLIS: Yeah, so the beneficiaries of --
obviously there's all of the direct construction rel ated
jobs, and it is, typically those jobs are a conbination
of | ocal resources and highly-skilled resources that cone
from t hroughout the state.

There's a -- during that 18-nonth tine period,
there's typically a very high uptick in | ocal business
activity. OQobviously a |lot of the workers and guests have
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to stay locally to support the project, and they're doing
their grocery shopping and those kinds of things as well
as staying at hotels and naking | ocal purchases.

So those inpacts are considered and tend to
really significantly bring business to the | ocal
community during an 18-nonth tine peri od.

The Elliott Pollack & Associ ates al so | ooks at
the i nmpact of the power to the system and they neasure
sone of the inpacts on that additional econom c activity
as well.

And then when it cones to the 34 mllion in
property tax revenues, that typically goes to the county,
and half of it typically goes to the school systens in
the county, the school district and the other half is
used for general county services.

CHWN STAFFORD: | have a quick foll ow up
question on that. |Is that 34 mllion, is that over the
life of the project or annually?

MR, ELLIS: Thank you for the question. |It's
over the life of the project.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you.

MR ELLIS: The first year is typically about $2
mllion and then it tends to decline over tinme with the
depreci ati on of the solar plant.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.
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MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairnan, just real quick.
You say the life of the protect. Are we talKking
20 years? And what happens after that |life of the
proj ect ?

MR ELLIS: Good question. So it's actually
40 years is the |life of the project. Now, these panels
are really built to last. W typically wll contract
wth an offtaker for a 20-year term Sonetines it's
25 years.

And then during the last 15 years we typically
turn around and recontract the second half of the project
after that first half.

At the end of the facility, we will fully
decomm ssion the plant. W always work with the counties
to put a decomm ssioning bond in place to care for the
facility at the end of its |ife and renove all of the
above-grade infrastructure i nprovenents and i n nany cases
recycle. The solar panels now are sonething |ike
95 percent recycl ed.

But we typically do a conbination of recycling
the materials and then disposing of sone of the materials
in accordance with the state |l aws and | ocal | aws and
rul es and regul ati ons.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Thank you.

M5. SAWCHUK: Just add in addition to M. ElIlis’
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comments, you have the $34 mllion nunmber in tax revenue.
Anot her coupl e of bullet points there would be just
under, it's $15.9 nmillion in estinmated | ocal |abor incone
during construction. And then another $48.7 mllion in
di rect econom c output during construction, which
constitutes sone of the activities that M. Ellis
descri bed.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Pl ease conti nue,
M. Acken.

MR ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairnman.
BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Ellis, 1"d like you next to describe in
better detail than | sure did in ny opening the
jurisdictional facilities that are subject of this
appl i cation.

A (M. Ellis) There's three main conponents of
the jurisdictional facilities. There is, you know, first
of all, there's a project substation, the 34.5 230 kV
proj ect substation or solar project.

You'll see a slide later, but it's going to be
down here in this area here. W own over 1900 acres of
property that we've already purchased. And we'll be
bui l ding the solar plant down in the southern part of the
pr oj ect .

So we'll have a project substation down here
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either located here or in this vicinity. That's the
first piece of it.

We have a 230 kV transm ssion |ine which runs up
here to the north in a 500-foot corridor. The actual
right-of-way width is going to be smaller than that.
Typically it wll be within 100 feet.

And then we conme up here to the AEPCO
transm ssion system and we' ve been working carefully
with AEPCO on the final location at the project switch
yard. That's the third conponent.

And that's where we actually nake the connection
to the grid and there's anot her substation, it's called
the swtch yard where they install the circuit breakers
and ot her kinds of equipnent to facilitate the
i nterconnection to the grid.

And together those conprise the CEC facilities
for your consideration today.

CHWN STAFFORD: Let ne just follow up with that.
| renmenber M. Acken gave a description of the proposed
change in his opening. |I'mnot sure | got the nunbers
down properly. So there's a difference for the switch
yard, it's going from 1500 feet to 3,000 square feet?

MR ELLIS: Yeah. Wat we actually, Chairnan
Stafford, we have a whol e section in which we're going to
get in nore detail into that.
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And if you're confortable, we could table it and
then we've got sone slides and we can get into that in a
little bit later if you' re confortable.

CHWN STAFFORD: If |'m junping ahead of your
presentation, by all neans proceed and we'll get to it
soon and I'll ask again, | guess.

MR ELLIS: You bet. And if for sone reason |
don't address it fully, just please |let nme know.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you.

MR ACKEN:. Yeah, and we tal ked about the right
time to present that, and we thought it nmade sense to
present the project as originally proposed and then after
we do that we'll present the updates. And that was the
deci sion we nade. But we will have a robust discussion
about the changes.

BY MR ACKEN

Q So you nentioned the gen-tie route. 1'd like
you to tal k about the project structures next. The
typi cal tower structures.

A (M. EIlis) Yeah, I'mgoing to -- actually 11
touch on the gen-tie. The gen-tie is one to one and a
half mles in length. W originally were going to

connect it into the Apache generating station.

And then in working with AEPCO -- excuse ne, |I'm
pressing the wong button -- we're nowtying directly
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north of the property that we own. That helps to
mnimze the corridor. It was going to be over two mles
and we've gotten it about half that.

Wth respect to the pole types, we intend, and
you'll see this in the virtual tour, we intend to use
H-franme tangent structures, which you can see here off to
the right there's a few different types of those
structures. They'll typically be 80 feet tall. Of and
on, 500 to 700-foot spacings. And in sone of those
addi ti onal structures you see off to the right are
soneti nes necessary when we have to nake a bend in the
al i gnnent.

There's an alternate set of structures that
we' re seeking your approval on, which would be steel
nmonopol e structures, typical height 80 feet. This would
be just a pole with the insulators comng off the side of
it.

And this would give us additional flexibility
for sone reason we need to get tight to a border or sone
ot her consideration that would require a different pole
type.

Q You nentioned earlier the ultinmate right-of-way
and corridor width for the gen-tie route. 1'd |like you
togointoalittle nore detail on that.

And al so put into context existing |and position
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W th respect to private land. There's a portion, it
| ooks like state land. So if you coul d describe the
figure shown on Slide 33 for the Comm ttee.

A (M. ElIlis) You bet. So for the CEC corridor
and the right-of width, again we start off with the
proj ect substation |ocated down here, and then we're
going to run -- we're going to run north within this
corridor up to the AEPCO transm ssion system

The corridor -- the north-south corridor wdth
is 500 feet. And for the first portion of this run, we
are entirely on private | and, where we either have or
will ultimately secure the rights for that, for the
transm ssi on easenent.

When we get up here to this portion of it, the
western half is on state |l and, and the eastern half is on
private |land, and we already have an easenent for that
private land here for this portion of the alignnent.

And then we enter a property up here at the top
which is all this property is owned by AEPCO where we are
making -- we'll be building a project switch yard up here
to connect into the AEPCO

But just to summarize fromour corridor
perspective, it's 500 feet in width, entirely private
| and on the eastern side. A portion of it is state |and.
Agai n, the approval we are seeking is 500 feet to give
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ourselves maximumflexibility, but ultimately that
corridor will only be 100 feet wide when it's built.

Q And you used the termcorridor, but it will be
the -- the ultimate right-of-way will be 100 feet. 1Is
t hat correct?

A (M. EIlis) Correct.

Q Next descri be the proposed substation at the
southern area of the project and the switch yard at the
northern portion.

A (M. Ellis) So the substation is pretty
standard substation design. |It's at the southern
termnus of the gen-tie as you' ve seen. It steps up the
voltage for delivery to the transm ssion grid.

We'll have two to three step-up transforners
that will take the output fromthe solar plant which is
at 34.5 kV and it will step it up 230 kilovolts. O her
equi pnent that we'll have within that substation
footprint wll be circuit breakers, swtches and swtch
gear, a control house, and a mai ntenance shed.

On the right you see a typically single line
di agram for those substation facilities here.

Q And next, the switch yard.

31

A (M. Ellis) So the project switch yard of course

iIs at the other end of the gen-tie, it's the very

northern end. |t enables the physical interconnection to
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the transm ssion grid.

This wll be an AEPCO owned switch yard so
they' Il actually build that switch yard, they'll own it,
they' |l operate it, they' Il put it on their own property.

Very simlar to the substation, it just doesn't
have the transforners because we're already at 230
kilovolts, and so they're going to have circuit breakers,
switches, switch gear, control house and a nai nt enance
shed.

And off to the right you see a schematic of
their facilities fromthe already-conpleted
I nterconnection facility study wth AEPCO

Q Thank you.

That's actually an excell ent segue to ny next
question. 1'mgoing to have you turn to what has been
mar ked for identification as Exhibit THSI-3.

Do you have a copy of that letter in front of

you?
A (M. Ellis) If you give ne just a nonent |I'm
going to pull it open.

MR LINDENLAUB: It's in this book as well.

MR ELLIS: Go ahead, M. Acken.

MR ACKEN:. And for the record this is a letter
dat ed February 8, 2023, from Eli Abinah, director of the
utilities division in response to a letter fromthen
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Chai rman Paul Kat z.
BY MR ACKEN

Q |'"d like you to sunmari ze or read for the
Conmm ttee the concl usions and recommendati ons on page 2,
as well as the Staff's sunmary of the system i npact
statenent -- systeminpact study that is on the paragraph
bef ore the concl usi on.

A (M. EIlis) Yes, I'll start there. It reads:
“"In order to fully analyze any potential effects on the
bul k transm ssion systemfromthe proposed project, Staff
requested the applicant provide a copy of the system
I npact study which was perforned by AEPCO

"The results of the system i npact study
determ ned that the addition of the proposed project wll
not adversely affect AEPCO s transm ssion system”

Then it goes on to the conclusions and
recommendati ons where it says, "Based on Staff's review
of the application as well as the applicant's response to
a Staff-issued data request, Staff believes the proposed
project could inprove the reliability and/or safety of

t he operation of the grid and the delivery of power in

Arizona."
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: | do have a questi on about that.
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The letter says that they | ooked at the study that was
performed by AEPCO and that AEPCO concluded that it
woul d not adversely inpact their transm ssion system

| have sone concern that since the ten-year plan
was first submtted to the Conm ssion | ess than a year
ago that this project has not been included in any
Ari zona-w de or regional systeminpact studies. |Is that
t he case?

MR ELLIS: M. Acken, | can respond to that if
you' d Ilike.

MR ACKEN. Yes, please.

MR ELLIS: Commttee Menber Little, thank you
for the question.

And so as part of interconnection study process,
it is a requirenent that under that process that there
are affected systens, that all of the affected systens
are al so | ooked at as part of the final interconnection
agr eenent .

And we can't -- we can't execute that agreenent
Is ny understanding until all those affected systens are
fully signed off. And so as part of the interconnection
study process they not only | ook at the effect of AEPCO s

system but al so the adj acent nenbers.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | guess system pl anni ng has
changed in that you |l ook at the immediate -- or the
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I npact on the i nmmedi ate transm ssion systemand in the

i medi ate area. Then you go ahead and build the project
or get close to building it, get your interconnection
agreenents in place. And then do a system study.

MR ELLIS: The affected systemstudy is --
that's generally handl ed during the study process. The
bul k electric systemis one nmachi ne, and so they do
| ook -- they do look in those studies at the stability
and reliability of the broader grid, just not the
i nterconnecting utility, is my understanding.

"' mnot a power systens engi neer so |I'mkind of
rel ayi ng nmy general understandi ng of the process.

MEMBER LI TTLE: GCkay. | think ny concern is
that these projects are comng so fast and furiously that
the traditional way of checking to nmake sure that the
regi onal area and/or western grid will not be affected by
additi on of these systens, there's -- that is just not
done before the projects are approved.

MR ELLIS: Commttee Menber Little, if it
brings you any confort, so we just went through a process
on Box Canyon earlier. | nentioned today that we're
goi ng into construction for that project.

And we were not able to execute that
I nt erconnection agreenent until we got the approval from
WAPA, which was an affected systemto do that, and so
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WAPA | ooked at our sol ar project and our plan for battery
st or age.

We had to answer sone questions with WAPA, we
had to get them confortable so that they provided a
notice that allowed us to sign that interconnection
agr eenent .

| know that's only a one-off case for your
consi deration, but |I do know that in that case we had to
get through not only Salt River, which was the
i nterconnecting utility, but we had to get that
additional confirmation from WAPA they had signed off on

the interconnection and the plan installation of that

pr oj ect .

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah, | understand that. That's
still only very localized area of the transm ssion
system though. ay. M concern is general. |It's not

specific to this project at this point in tine.

However, | do think that it is inportant that
the Staff of the ACC said that -- pointed out that it
woul d not adversely inpact AEPCO s transm ssi on system

Thank you.

MEMBER HAMMY: M. Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hanmway.

MEMBER HAMMY: Wuld it be appropriate for the
Comm ssion to execute a statenent that | ooked broader
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than just the co-op's systen? | nean, we have -- | agree
with Menber Little.

| mean, these cone so early that we really don't
have the data and the details that we need to issue a CEC
and say that we've heard testinony that it's not going to
affect the grid. W haven't heard that.

CHWN STAFFORD: CQutside |ike the biannual
transm ssi on assessnent, | think was nentioned that that
was perforned | ast year, so this would not be a part of
that? 1|s that what the concern was?

MEMBER LI TTLE: It's not a part of that. It's
also not a part of the work that SWAT has done in | ooking
at the system |It's not a part of the work that West
Connect has done, nor is it a part of what WECC has done.
Wihich are all regional to increasingly sized regions’
studi es of the systens.

And as Menber Hammay pointed out, they're com ng
out so fast and furiously that they're -- these studies
take a lot of tinme and noney to perform And they can't
be done just at the drop of a hat.

So as the systens -- when they're com ng so
qui ckly there isn't tine to performthose systens, which
isalittle concerning to ne.

MR ACKEN:. Can | just take a nonent to just --
| understand, Menber --
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CHWN STAFFORD: M. Acken, yes.

MR. ACKEN. -- Menber Little's concern. | just
want to make sure that the record is clear on the status
of the prior ten-year plan submttal as well as that BTA
docket. And make sure that the facts are clear in this
record.

BY MR ACKEN:
Q M. Ellis, the application stated that the

ten-year plan for this project was submtted on June 3,

2022. Is that your understandi ng?

A (M. Ellis) Yes, it is.

Q And is it your understanding that ACC Staff is
still working on the biannual transm ssion assessnent for

that cycle in that docket, the 2022 through 2031 docket ?
A (M. Ellis) That's also ny understandi ng, yes.
MR ACKEN. Ckay. Thank you. So nothing
further at this tine on that.
CHWN STAFFORD: All right. You may proceed,
t hen.
MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, M. Chairnan.
BY MR ACKEN
Q At this tine | believe we are ready to present
the virtual tour. So M. Ellis, I'll hand it over to you
and give the AV teamthe opportunity here to get it
| oaded.
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A (M. Elis) Gay. So we have, | think, a
pl acehol der and while that's being brought up for -- this
is going to be a two-mnute tour. It's not a terribly

| ong tour because the facilities thenselves are not very
significant in relation to sonme of the other transm ssion
lines that this body woul d consi der.

We're going to start this tour. The first 30
seconds or so are going to be aerial inagery, and in the
aerial imgery that you're going to see, you'll see sone
dots on the map that will feature sone of the observation
poi nts where we've taken phot ographs and done vi sual
simulation that M. Lindenlaub wll be presenting on.

But as we take a look at this virtual tour,
you'll see an aerial image again, again, and just,
there'll be a pink line which will show what the
facilities are that we're proposing. There's a bl ue
transm ssion line that shows the AEPCO transm ssion
system And with that we can get started.

So here's the aerial inmage. And, again, the
pink l'ine, we're just below and off to the right of the
playa. The pink line is our facility. The blue line is
t he AEPCO transm ssi on system

And it's just areally, really, really renote
area. W're at the end of a county road. There's
virtually no popul ation centers or nuch going on out here
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at all. And, again, those white dots that you see are
vari ous phot ogr aphs.

We start after here at the project substation,
we're at the southern part of the line. And we travel
north. You see the Hfrane structures that as we go to
the north across the open kind of grassland, nesquites
that are in this area, just directly north we cone up and
we tie into the AEPCO transm ssi on system

This is the project switchyard. Very simlar to
t he project substation. AEPCOis going to own and
operate this facility.

We're going to rotate around now t he project
swtchyard. Get a little bit of a viewto the south of
t he open | andscape where we are. You can see now t he
pl aya off to the west, sone of the features of the playa
off to the west.

Sane H-franme transm ssion structures as we nove
back down to the | ocation of the project substation.
There's a little cattle watering tank out here in the
geographic features. And then we get back to the 34.5 to
230 kV project substation, which conpletes the virtual
t our.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wiere's the solar array going to
be relative to that on the map?

MR ELLIS: So |I've got a good nap on that
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comng up. But it's going to be at the southern -- it's
going to be directly south on 1900 acres of property that
we currently own.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN
Q Thank you, M. Ellis. W are next going to
shift to the discussion of public outreach.

Ms. Sawchuk, let's start with you. 1'd |like you
to provide the Committee with an overvi ew of
Bri ght Ni ght's phil osophy with respect to public outreach
and the public involvenent activities you undertook for
this project.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Acken, | apol ogi ze.

M. Chairman --

CHWN STAFFCORD: M. Ginnell, yes.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: |I'mtrying to figure out, |I'm
| ooking at the map we have and the panphl ets we have.
Where is the actual gen-tie going to occur? On the
virtual tour, | was a little bit confused about where are
we hooking up, fromwhat to what? And | didn't see that
on the actual virtue tour.

MR ELLIS: Commttee Menber Ginnell, are you
able to see the -- we're projecting two slides currently.
And - -

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Both of those nmaps --
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MR ELLIS: One of themis a nap. And so down
in the southern part of the corridor, the project
substation, there are one of two |ocations where we woul d
install that project substation.

One woul d be in that 600-foot by 600-foot parcel
that you see that's in the very southwest portion of the
map. And then the other potential |ocation would be
really just catty-corner to it.

The reason we have two | ocations is one of these
pi eces of real estate we currently own and the other
we're finalizing the I and negotiati on which should be
concl uded soon.

So the project substation starts at the very
sout hern portion, and then we, to answer your question,
that's where we get started. So the solar facility's
going to tie in down here. And then fromthere, and if
you think back to the virtual tours that's where we
started, that project substation that you started is --
isin this |ocation.

We then run due north, those were the Hfrane
structures where we run basically a little over a mle
due north, then we tie into the AEPCO transm ssi on system
shown here in black on this draw ng.

And that's where the project swtchyard woul d
go, and that's noted. So that the gen-tie corridor
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connects the project substation in that switchyard and
it'"s one mle in | ength.

Does t hat answer your question?

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Well, but you al so di scussed
expandi ng the corridor. |I'mlooking at the blue area on
your map. How far, isn't that east, is that going to
nove to expand your corridor?

MR ELLIS: So if you're talking -- are you
tal ki ng about the blue portion of the map up here to the
north that's indi cated AEPCO property?

MEMBER GRI NNELL:  Yes.

MR ELLIS: Yeah, so we would not be expandi ng
the corridor in here at all. W would sinply be building
our projects. Wthin that bl ue boundary we woul d be
bui | di ng our project switch yard, you know, anywhere
along that, really along the transm ssion |line there.

We are close to finalizing that |ocation with
AEPCO. Because the location isn't finally selected, we
wanted to give ourselves a little bit of flexibility to
do that.

But with respect to the proposed changes t hat
M. Acken referred to at the onset, we will be covering
t he changes to the corridor in alittle bit. But this
original corridor that you see here in green is the
ori gi nal proposed corridor. AmI| answering your
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question? | hope I'mgetting to it.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: No, | think you can. |'mjust
trying to figure out when the gen-tie was actually goi ng
to -- and | got a better understandi ng where your sol ar
field is going to be. | guess you're going fromone, it
| ooks I'ike you're going fromthe solar field to the first
substation, the first substation to the second
substation. |Is that correct?

MR ELLIS: You have it correct.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Ckay.

MR ELLIS: And then we're going to get to a
chart in the presentation that's going to show sone red
| and and sonme yellow | and. And pl ease rem nd when we're
at that chart to cone back to your question, because |
really do want to nmake sure that this -- this is fully
clear for not only you but the other Commttee nenbers.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Very well. Thank you.

MR. ACKEN:. Wuld it be helpful to show the
virtual tour? 1It's so short. Wth that map on the right

and you can kind of orient the corridor where the gen-tie

will be using the map while the tour shows.
MR ELLIS: You're tal king about -- | just want
to -- I'"'mgoing to zip ahead here. You're tal king about

the map with the red land and the --
MR ACKEN:. The actual virtual tour and then the
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map you just had.

MR ELLIS: Are you tal king about this map here?
MR ACKEN. One back.

MR ELLI S: No? Ckay.

MR ACKEN:. One back.

MR ELLIS: You nean this one here, Bert?

MR ACKEN:. Yeah. Let ne ask, Menber Ginnell,

woul d that be hel pful to see that that way?

MEMBER GRI NNELL: | got it now

MR ACKEN. GCkay. Ckay.

MEMBER GRINNELL: | was able to figure out the
virtue with the actual map that we received, in the book
we received. Thank you.

MR, ACKEN. All right. Thank you.

MR ELLIS: Really appreciate the question. And
we're going to cone back to it again. Just |let us know
if it's not fully clear as we get through this. Over to
you, Ms. Sawchuk.

MR ACKEN: We'll take a few shots. W'IIl take
as many shots as we need. Welcone, Menber Gentl es.

MEMBER GENTLES: Good to be here.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Gentl es.

MR ACKEN. Ckay. Thank you for that. And as I
said, you know, we don't want this to be confusing. |It's
al ways one of those things when you're putting together
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your presentation you think that you're doing it in a way
that won't be in -- we do have sone additional maps, and

we'll do our best to get it as clear as possible and take
the tinme to do so.

We do want to turn right now to public outreach,
and Ms. Sawchuk, as | nentioned I1'd |like you to describe
your phil osophy as well as provide an overvi ew of the
public outreach activities you conducted for that
proj ect .

M5. SAWCHUK: Certainly. So as | nentioned in
my introductory testinony, and |'ve spent ny entire
career working on conmuni cating the benefits of power,

i ncl udi ng renewabl e power.

BrightLight is really exceptional in that
capacity in that, you know, again, we're not just
t hi nki ng about the success of an individual project.

W' re working to further support broader
adopti on of renewabl e power, address concerns and
establish, really, a -- raise the bar for what it neans
to thoughtfully engage a community and genui nely coll ect
t hat feedback and have it inform our work.

And t hat doesn't happen by accident. It happens
t hrough a thoughtful process that begins extrenely early.
It begins at |and acquisition and it continues through
the life of the project, through operations and
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mai nt enance.

So on the left here you see our sort of
strategi c approach, that includes an assessnent of our
community. W use content and events and ot her outreach
met hods to facilitate the collection of feedback and
denonstrate that we apply that feedback.

And then we educate and build an engaged
st akehol der group. And certainly now wth our third
project in Arizona, we're very appreciative to the very
engaged public process that we' ve executed across the
st ate.

On the right side of the screen here you see a
long list of things that we can sel ect from dependi ng on
what the uni que needs of the conmmunity m ght be. And so
on the right side of the screen, or on the right nonitor,
rather, are the specific itens that we chose for the
Three Sisters Project.

So if you' re wondering what the difference
between ny role is and the WestLand team is that there's
really a two-pronged approach to project comruni cati ons.

There's the broader community engagenent and
educati on canpai gn, and then there's a very |ocal |evel,
and so recogni zi ng that the uni que needs of the | ocal
| evel are best suited by a |ocal resource, | work in
col l aboration with WestLand to execute sone of the | ocal
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components of that public education canpai gn.

So I'"I'l turn it over to Brian for the details on
that, and then | will close out the community engagenent
testinony with details on the broader outreach that we
execut ed.

MEMBER HAMMY: M. Chairnan, nay | ask a
question?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hamnay.

MEMBER HAMMY: So when we were in Yuna you gave
us this wonderful presentation about all the community
outreach you' ve done for the solar plant and the hydrogen
pl ant .

So when we're tal king about this, this comunity
outreach, is this also including the solar plant? O are
you just doing the community outreach just based on the
transm ssion |ine?

Have you done -- | knowit's not part of your
purvi ew - -

MS. SAWCHUK: No.

MEMBER HAMMY: -- |I'mjust asking as a
concerned citizen, do you do the sane outreach for a
sol ar plant?

M5. SAWCHUK: [It's an excellent question, and
it's one that we talk about internally. | think we take
a very practical approach at ny urging.
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Just tal king about the infrastructure of a
transm ssion |ine doesn't make sense froma public
perspective. |It's part of a larger story. And so
certainly we are very clear about what the purpose of
this particular permt is for.

But we al so understand that just as we saw in
Yuma where people are interested in the hydrogen
i nmplication, even though that wasn't technically part of
that permt, we need to tell the whole story so that
peopl e can nmake an i nforned deci sion.

This isn't just a transmssion line, it's a
transmssion line to facilitate cl ean, renewabl e power.

And so when | work on the nessaging, | nmake sure
to include that information as well.

MEMBER HAMMY: Ckay. Thank you.

MR LI NDENLAUB: GCkay. Thank you, Mari beth.

G ven the nature of the project, we identified a
two-mle area to focus on to develop our mailing |ist,
which resulted in 52 addresses. That includes both
residents and | andowners. And the mailing list al so
i ncl uded 35 agenci es and ot her key stakehol ders.

For |l ocal nedia we identified two | ocal
newspapers, the Herald Review and the Arizona Daily Star
out of Tucson. And of course we're all now famliar wth
the | ocal venue for the open house and today's heari ng.
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For the newsletter nmailing we provided both a
proj ect description and associated map along with the
invitation to the open house. That mailing went out to
the mailing list recipients on Novenber 18. However,
there was a m sl abel on one of the roads, and so we
rei ssued the newsletter on Novenber 23.

In addition, we ran an advertisenent in the
Heral d Revi ew.

The open house was held in this same comunity
center on Decenber 7. It included approximately 20
poster boards along with representatives from both
Bri ght Ni ght and West Land.

As you can see on the right, five peopl e signed
in to the open house, and there were a coupl e of other
attendees from Cochi se County.

Questions and comments dealt nostly with
specifics related to the project and no opposition to the
proj ect was voi ced.

And that brings us to the notice of this hearing
that was published in both the Daily Star and the WI I cox
Herald. In addition, the notice was posted on two signs
al ong the Kansas Settl enent Road east of the project.

Simlarly the notice of hearing was nail ed out
to the 52 addresses and 35 key stakehol ders, and the CEC
application was kept in the local library for public
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revi ew.

In addition --

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |I'msorry to interrupt you.
t hought you had paused. | tried to get onto that
website, and | can't. There's no such place. |'mjust

curious about that as a representative of the public I
always like to go to the websites and | ook and see what
the public has access to if they choose to do that.

MR ELLIS: Chair, or Menber Little, | was on
the website just this nmorning, and so if you type in
Three Sisters Solar Project website in Google, would you
m nd doing that really quickly? It should take you right
to the website.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's interesting. |t does.
Well, takes ne to BrightNight. GCkay. Yes, when | typed
in the brightni ght power.conithreesisters, it didn't cone
up. That's interesting. Gay. Thank you. Technol ogy.

MR LINDENLAUB: It's none of our friends.
Thank you, Menber Little.

So in addition to the website, we also had a
project e-mail, a dedicated project e-nmail that was
covered. The website was frequently updated as new
i nformati on was understood. The information was al so
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provi ded in Spani sh.

Fromall of this public outreach or rather from
t he dedi cated project e-mail, M. Ellis received a single
e-mail directed to hi masking project specific questions
and questions about availability of this power for | ocal
provi ders.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Lindenlaub. And
Menber Little, thank you for nmaking sure ny heart was
wor ki ng there.

MR PALMER. | will add | just typed in the
address that was on the screen and it did cone up, so |
don't know what was goi ng on.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you. Ckay.

BY MR ACKEN

Q Ms. Sawchuk, |I'd like you to discuss the socia
medi a outreach for this project.

A (Ms. Sawchuck) Thank you. So like the -- in
the cases of our previous two projects, we again al so
utilized social nedia as a platformto notify our
audi ence.

| mentioned at the beginning of this segnent
that part of the process of community engagenent is
under st andi ng your audi ence. In Cochise County we know
that 25 percent of our audience is Spani sh speaking, so
the notices that you saw a nonent ago were all transl ated
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into Spanish to ensure that we were conprehensive in our
out r each.

O the 126,000 residents we can assune just by
best practice that 72 percent of those adults use one
formof social nedia platform And so the platforns
noted in the second icon there were the ones where we
provi ded a paid advertising canpaign, it's a geo-targeted
canmpaign, so | dictate where exactly those adverti senents
appear. And we utilized a budget of $10,000 to ensure
t hat our audi ence saw the material at |east once.

And on the right nonitor you can see sone
exanpl es of those advertisenents and sone of the
engagenent which | personally nonitor closely.

Part of why | like the platformis because it
really gives us a very clear process to observe. A
nunber of the nmenbers have heard ny testinony on this
topic before, but the adverti senents we know appeared
nore than 64,000 tinmes across those social nedia users in
the region that we targeted betwen January 9 and
February 17.

We di d see strong engagenent across all of those
platforms, with fol ks aski ng questions and clarification,
and fol ks who had seen the web page and were directing
ot her community nenbers to the web page. So | was very
pl eased to see that occurring.
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But | nentioned earlier about this sort of
process that we can observe, and the process that |I'm
referencing is one that we see that it appeared in front
of 64,000 sone odd peopl e.

We had 62 instances of engagenent and 548 clicks
on those ads. Wat | like to see, then, is to go to the
back end of our website which you can see what | | ook at
here on the right-hand side of screen.

| want to see at |east the sane nunber of people
visiting the project web page, and that did happen with
590 folks visiting the web page. So nore than the nunber
of clicks, and we did receive one e-mail inquiry, which
was directed to M. Ellis and it was regardi ng where the
power is being used, which we imedi ately responded to.

So in all, this platformwas very effective.

And we were pleased at the outcone.

MEMBER HAMMY: So, |I'msorry, M. Chairman, so
you had a request for where the power is going to be
used?

MS. SAWCHUK: W had an inquiry about, yes, how
t he power was going to be used.

MEMBER HAMMY: So do we know that? Did you
tell us that?

MR ELLIS: W've not nentioned it yet, but the
question was woul d the power be sold and would it be
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available to a local utility, specifically Sulfur Springs
Val | ey El ectric Cooperative.

And 1'Il share with you the sane as ny response
is that froma power marketing perspective, typically
t hese projects take years to develop and that's sonet hi ng
that we're still working on, and the intention as to sel
it certainly locally and with the state of Arizona.

MEMBER HAMMY:  Thank you.

MR ELLIS: You bet.

MR ACKEN. Thank you, Ms. Sawchuk. W' re going
to shift now to the environnental studies. And for this,
M. Lindenlaub wll be presenting testinony.

If you woul d, provide an overview of the
resource anal yses you conducted in support of the
appl i cation.

MR LI NDENLAUB: Certainly. As captured in
state statute, the list, I"'msure at this point we're al
quite famliar wth, provides the list of studies that
we're | ooking for.

That is existing public and private plans, fish,
wildlife and plant life, and beyond that areas of
particul ar biol ogical wealth or species of concern, noise
em ssion and interference levels, availability to the
public for recreation associated wth the project. And
t hen existing scenic areas and cul tural resources.
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That list in the statute begat the |ist of
exhibits required that is captured in code, that being
the | and use maps, the environnmental studies of
Exhibit B, again, the areas of biological wealth and
br oader bi ol ogi cal resources.

Exhi bit E, capturing both scenic areas as well
as key cultural resources. Exhibit F, reeval uation
opportunities. Exhibit G concept of the proposed
facilities, which M. Ellis has al ready presented.

Exhibit H, conformance to existing plans.
Exhibit 1, noise, radio, and television interference and
the potential thereof.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Let's start out with your evaluation in | and use
in Exhibit A and existing plans, Exhibit H

A (M. Lindenl aub) Yeah, the project areas is
currently zoned by the county as rural. Under that
zoni ng, our project, the solar project would be
consi dered an industrial project and would require a
speci al use permt.

Wth regard to the Cochi se County Conprehensive
Pl an dated 2015, utility scal e solar and renewabl e power
is contenplated. And the area is napped in just such an
ar ea.

Wth regard to non-public interests and pl ans,
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of course the applicant Bright Ni ght has been working
closely with AEPCO one of the nearest entities. And
then there's a project to the southwest, a potato
processing facility that has recently put in for an
expansi on, and this project would not have an effect on
t hat pl an.

MEMBER HAMAAY: M. Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hamway.

MEMBER HAMMY: So the zoning has not occurred?
Fromrural to industrial?

MR, LI NDENLAUB: No. Correct. So captured
under this zoning, the rural zoning, the project requires
a special use permt fromthe county.

MR ELLIS: Yeah, and | can add a -- oh, pardon

MEMBER HAMMY: Right. And that has not
happened?

MR LI NDENLAUB: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Has it been applied for?

MR ELLIS: No, we -- the plan would be to apply
for that special use permt later this year.

CHWN STAFFORD: After the issuance of a CEC you
woul d apply for the special use permt. |Is that what the
pl an woul d be?

MR ELLIS: That's correct.
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CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you.
MR, ELLIS: And one of the other it
nmention for Conmttee Menber Hamwmay i s sol ar

approved use within the rural designation.

58

ens | want to
is an

That' s what

our calls with the county planning staff have reveal ed,

but it's to M. Lindenlaub's point, there is still a

special use permt which is required.

MEMBER HAMMY: Usual ly those are done before

you cone here.

MR ACKEN: | don't think that was

a question

directed to ne, but if | could respond to that.

VEMBER HAMAMAY: Wll, it's a statenent.

MR ACKEN. |'msorry?

MEMBER HAMMY: It's just an assert
st at enent .

MR ACKEN. Ckay. Thank you.

Let's tal k about the anal ysis of bi

ive

ol ogi cal

resources and areas of biological wealth under Exhibits C

and D.
VMR. LI NDENLAUB: Yes. As you were

able to see

as you drove in on |-10, the project is mapped as

sem -desert grassland, dom nated by these gr

w th the occasional shrubs and tree speci es.

assl ands,

The WIllcox Playa is also identified by the

Audubon Society as an inportant bird area.
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Game and Fish departnent has identified a wldlife
connectivity zone through and near the project.

The inpacts to the habitat will be both short
and | ong-term associated with the construction of the
facilities. The long-terminpacts will be restricted to
approxi mately 12 acres in size, which overall is
relatively mnor in conparison to the avail abl e habitat.

In review ng areas of particul ar biol ogical
wealth, we identified only one species associated wth
t he Endangered Species Act, that being the Mpnarch
Butterfly, having even renote potential to occur within
t he project area.

We indicated that the butterfly was unlikely to
occur given the |ack of foragery sources, and again the
Monarch Butterfly is at this point only a candi date
speci es.

| n eval uati ng anot her database avail able from
the Arizona Gane and Fi sh Departnent, we noted that there
was an identification of a Chiricahua Leopard Frog within
three mles of the area.

Di ggi ng nore deeply into the resources we
di scovered that that was a pre-1995 identification, and
t hat the agencies, Gane and Fish and Fish and Wldlife
Service, understand that that species is currently
extirpated fromthe Sul fur Springs Valley.
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As noted, there's an inportant bird area which
provi des habitat for a variety of bird species, nost
not ably the Sandhill Cranes, which you may have seen and
heard as you cane in today.

And the BrightNi ght team has engaged with the
Ari zona Gane and Fi sh Departnent, two of the five signees
for the open house were fromthe Arizona Gane and Fi sh
Depart nent .

W facilitated a foll ow up conversation with the
Gane and Fish. Ganme and Fish expressed great
appreciation for the opportunity to discuss the project
wth the applicant and had a very positive response to
the standard mtigati on neasures that were brought
forward

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have a question about that. |
guess the letter that | have been | ooking at here was the
letter fromthe Arizona Gane and Fish Departnent that is
in Exhibit J.

They have all kinds of reconmendati ons here.
More recommendati ons than |I've ever seen in one of these
letters. And, to nme, it reads |like they have sone
concerns there that perhaps have not been addressed. Has
t here been any conversation with them subsequent to that
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letter which is dated January 67?

MR. LI NDENLAUB: Yes, Menber Little, the neeting
that we had with the Ari zona Gane and Fi sh Departnent was
subsequent to that letter. A nunber of elenents of that
|l etter were discussed in that neeting, and we currently
have a foll owup neeting scheduled with Gane and Fish as
wel | .

MEMBER LI TTLE: Okay. Thank you.

MR. LI NDENLAUB: Sure.

BY MR ACKEN

Q And how woul d you characterize those di scussi ons
with Gane and Fi sh?

A (M. Lindenl aub) The conversations were
extrenely positive. Gane and Fish was very appreciative
of the opportunity to discuss the project with the
applicant. As | indicated, the applicant wanted to
di scuss a nunber of mtigation neasures with the Gane and
Fi sh departnent that they were very positive in
respondi ng to.

Q Ckay. Thank you. Next tal k about your analysis
of noise and comuni cation in Exhibit | and recreation in
Exhi bit F.

A (M. Lindenlaub) Certainly. As noted by
M. Ellis, the project location is relatively renote and
as such we didn't identify any sensitive noise receptors.
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And so we do not -- even with the m ddling
anount of noise generated by the project, we don't expect
it to cause any effect given the | ack of sensitive
receptors.

In | ooking into potentials for interference, one
of our prinmary considerations was as it related to Fort
Huachuca's Buffal o Sol dier electronic test range. In
communi cations wth representatives of Fort Huachuca,
they indicated that they had no concern with the project.

So recreation associated with the playa, as we
i ndi cated previously, is largely related to the bird
popul ations. There is a public observation platformto
the west of our project, near the Apache generating
station, and it's coordi nated between Gane and Fi sh
Departnment and AEPCO

And then there's a Gane and Fish wildlife
habitat area to the northeast of the playa that's used
for hunting and fishing and, again, observation of the
bird community.

Qur assessnent indicated that given the nature
of the project and given the di stance fromthese
recreational opportunities, the project would have no
effect on recreational opportunities in the area.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Ginnell.
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MEMBER GRI NNELL: Since nost of this project is
on private land, the public's not going to have access to
your private | and anyway, are they?

MR LI NDENLAUB: That's correct.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: So you say it has no inpact on
recreation and other things. Are you talking about
recreation in the surrounding area? O are you including
that on your own |l and as well?

MR LI NDENLAUB: That's an excell ent point,
Member Grinnell. So what | was getting to in the
previ ous conversation was that given the recreational
opportunities afforded by the playa, we don't expect our
project to have any effect on those.

As an exanple, on the right-hand side we show
the view fromthe observation platform nmanaged by AEPCO
and the little to negligible effect of the project in
t hat ar ea.

Now, with regard to the project area itself,

that's correct. The substation and the gen-tie -- or
excuse ne -- the substation and the swtchyard area w ||
be fenced, and there will be no public opportunity for

recreation there. And the corridor's on private |and as
wel |, as you note.

CHWN STAFFORD: But they can't -- the public
can't pursue recreation there now currently anyway, can
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t hey?

MR LI NDENLAUB: That's correct, M. Chairnman.

CHWN STAFFORD: So that not hing woul d change by
the fact of the building of structures.

MR, LI NDENLAUB: Correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

MR LI NDENLAUB: That's correct.

So as we tal k about the visual resources and the
scenic areas, the scenic value of the area is largely
tied to the opportunities we discussed before. That
being the bird watching and the wildlife view ng.

This map on the right you'll note, you'll see is
famliar fromthe beginning of the visual tour or the
virtual tour, rather, indicates the area of our key
observation points. And you can see around this area
just how little devel opnent there is. And again, the
view ng platformis over here. The Gane and Fish wildlife
area is over there.

So, again, not anticipating -- given the nature
of the project and the nature of the surrounding | and
uses, we're not anticipating any changes to the scenic
vi ew ng area.

Here you can see a couple nore of the key
observation points. This is observation point 5 nearest
to the project and, again, the visual effect is mnor
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even that close to the project.

And here we have the Arizona Gane and Fish area
up to the northeast. The project is not visible from
t hat | ocation.

Wth regard to cultural resources, WstLand
archeol ogi sts did a records search, class 1 record search
of the project area.

We identified four historic properties, none of
which were listed on the national or state registers.

Two of the -- two of the sites cross the project area,
and the anticipation is that both are going to be able to
be avoi ded by the project.

So given the above, again, given the nature of
the project, given the nature of the surrounding | and
uses and our eval uation of the resources to be
consi dered, we believe this project to be environnentally
conpati bl e.

CHWN STAFFORD: Qui ck question. What neasures
are you taking to mtigate the inpact on avian life for
the project?

MR LI NDENLAUB: So as noted by Menber Little,
the Arizona Ganme and Fish Departnent brought forth a
nunber of ideas and concerns that they had.

One of the ones is related to ground nesting
birds such as the Western Burrowwng OM. And so one of
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the things that BrightNight is -- mtigation concept that
t hey' ve brought forward to Gane and Fish is to do
preconstruction cl earance surveys for any nesting birds
or anything like that.

The ot her opportunity that the BrightN ght team
has | ooked into that we have supported themon is rel ated
to potential line strikes by larger birds such as the
Sandhill Crane or the Wite-faced Ibis. There's sone
really interesting exciting research com ng out of the
M dwest where a lot of these studies on the |arger birds
have been done.

And what they find is where these |ine strikes
happen is in low visibility periods, dawn, dusk, night,
if they're flushed at nighttine.

And so these birds, particularly young birds,
don't see the line and have the potential to strike and
get injured or killed. And so the technology that's
bei ng brought forward is ultraviolet |ight along the
conductor that lights it up for these low |Iight
condi ti ons.

And in the study that we | ooked at in the
M dwest they identified a 98 percent reduction in |ine
strikes with that mtigation.

CHWN STAFFORD: Now, will you be deploying this
technol ogy on this line?
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MR ELLIS We will.

CHWN STAFFORD: You will.

MR ELLIS W will.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you.

MR ELLIS: You bet.

MEMBER FRENCH: M. Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, please.

MEMBER FRENCH. Al ong that sane note, the
Ari zona Gane and Fi sh Departnent nentioned that
artificial lighting could inpair the ability of nocturnal
animals. WIIl this lighting that you're proposing be
added have any effect on nocturnal animls?

MR, LINDENLAUB: It's an interesting question
and certainly sonething that we'll continue to pull the
thread on as we look at this. W're thinking of bat
species in particular and ot her potential nocturnal
animals. But it's sonething we'll continue to | ook into.

MEMBER HAMMY: M. Chairman. So are --

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hamnay.

MEMBER HAMMY: -- in operation? | nean, do
they light up at night? | guess what I'mtrying to
figure out what they ook like. I'mnot a bird. Do they
| ook different to a bird than they do to ne?

MR. LI NDENLAUB: They do. They're invisible to
t he human eye.
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MEMBER HAMMY:  Ckay.

MR. LI NDENLAUB: And so they'll show up as what
| ooks to us like a violet color. Now, howit actually
gets processed in the avian brain | can't speak to, but
they are able to view it.

MEMBER HAMMY: Ckay. Interesting.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai r man.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | also would like to go on the
record that Fish and Gane al so nentioned the fact that
there are studies that show that birds think that the
sol ar panel s thensel ves are water sources and that there
are issues there. And | know that is not our purview,
but it was noted by themso |I thought I'd nmention that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Little.

BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Lindenlaub, 1'd |like you to address that at
a high level, understanding that it is outside the
jurisdiction, but there are questions about it.

A (M. Lindenl aub) Yeah, there are certainly
opportunities in that regard. |In doing the research on
t hat phenonenon, what we're finding is that it's unclear,
it's murky.

And so part of what we're going to be having the
conti nui ng conversation wth the Arizona Gane and Fi sh
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Departnent are is on facilities related to the sol ar
field itself.

Q And so those will be ongoi ng di scussions that
you will be having with Gane and Fi sh as the project
conti nues?

A (M. Lindenlaub) That's correct.

Q And you've conmtted to that in your discussions
with Gane and Fi sh?

A (M. Lindenlaub) That's correct. The next
neeting is already cal endari zed.

Q Ckay. Thank you. Next | want to talk about the
project changes. | nentioned in the opening, it came up
alittle bit during your testinony, M. Ellis. W
deferred the discussion. Now s the tine to have that
di scussi on.

So I'd like you to explain why you are
requesting these project changes. So what are the
updat es and what pronpted thenf

A (M. EIlis) Yeah, so |I've got sone charts on
that, but just at the macro level, there's really been a
surge of interest fromlarge technol ogy, and actually
sone of the oil and gas majors in green hydrogen
manuf acturing. As we in this nation seek cl eaner sources
of energy, there's just been a really marked uptick in
interest in Arizona.
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So in parallel with and in foll ow ng our Yuna
CEC hearing which of course we were before you | ast
nont h, where we featured coll ocati on hydrogen
manuf acturing, we've received requests fromother parties
about other projects that we're working on in Arizona.
And whether or not a simlar opportunity could be
af forded there.

We realized that the Three Sisters, we did --
the Three Sisters Project before you today could be an
excel l ent opportunity for these potential custoners and
for Cochise County and for the investnent and the jobs
that it could bring. And so that's really what's
behi nd -- behind the update.

And so this chart essentially sunmari zes the
driver for that. So the changes -- the project overall,
the infrastructure facilities are going to be the sane
but for a few changes which we'll be coveri ng.

Those changes wll include a small 230 kV behind
the neter service line to serve, you know, a potenti al
future hydrogen plant.

And 1'Il nove on to the next slide. Again, the
actual transm ssion |line would remain unchanged. So if
you see off here to the left, this is the original
corridor over here and the project substation, again,
being | ocated in one of two | ocati ons down here.
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We are seeking to expand the footprint really of
the area around the project substation to include a
transm ssion line that would run laterally to service
sone project substations and the hydrogen facility. And
this will be on land that we either currently own or wll
own in the future, and then |I've got a schenmatic to show
what that infrastructure |ooks |ike in the next chart.

CHWN STAFFORD: So real quick, back to -- back
to that.

MR ELLIS: Yes, of course.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. There's the
difference in the area, so for the switch yard, the
original footprint was 1500 square feet and you're
expanding it to 3,000 square feet?

MR ELLIS: Yeah, we had gi ven ourselves a
pretty big area to |ocate the original project substation
down here, Chairman Stafford. That original footprint
was 1500 feet square, nowit's 1500 foot by 3, 000.

And in the | ower |eft-hand corner was a snaller
area, there were just sone features we were still trying
to navigate over here, and this is a 600-foot square, and
t hen that woul d be expanded to that sane 1500 foot by
3,000 foot area for that infrastructure, Chairman
St af f or d.

CHWN STAFFORD: OCh, so it's 3,000 by 15007
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MR ELLIS: Correct. Is what we refer to as the
facility siting area.

CHWN STAFFORD: And that's that area to the
south of the substation would be?

MR ELLIS: To the south of the -- yeah,
correct. Down here it would be, this would be 1500-f oot
by -- it would only be one of those two. It would be
1500 feet by 3,000 foot footprint wthin which those
facilities could be installed, or over here, for this
additional |land that we're currently in negotiations for.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. And then for the
sw tchyard, what was the change for the sw tchyard?

MR ELLIS: So the private swtchyard is up here
to the north. That's where we tie into the grid.

There's zero change there. 1've got a chart summrari zi ng
everything that stays the sane and everyt hi ng that
changes.

But the switchyard is up here, that stays the
sane, the gen-tie corridor. And the transmssion line is
going to stay the sane. The project substation down here
is going to stay the sane.

And there's an additional transm ssion line that
cones off that project substation with sone additional
substations to serve the potential hydrogen facility.

And we've got a schematic for what that | ooks |ike.
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CHWN STAFFORD: All right. And then so | ooking
at the two, the differences there, BrightN ght has
acquired all the land on the left, in the slide to the
| eft; correct?

MR ELLIS: This next chart nmay feature it
really well here. So we own all of this |land here
currently already, shown in red. It's over 1900 acres.
And we're currently in negotiations to purchase this
additional |and up here in yell ow

And so the expansion of the facility footprint
woul d be either -- it would be all entirely on | and that
we currently own or are going to own.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. M question then is
the yell ow spot that you're acquiring --

MR ELLIS: Yep.

CHWN STAFFORD: -- to the right, the spot you're
not acquiring, that's to the right of that, keep going,
keep going. There.

Is that the sane owner that you're purchasing
that from or is it a different owner? Wat |I'mtrying
to get to is that under what -- the |land that you were,
had for the CEC, the owners that were -- that would be
your nei ghbors, so to speak, whose property woul d abut up
to yours, is that changed by expandi ng?

Is it going to be different people, different
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owners that wll now abut your property than previously
di d under the prior description?

MR ELLIS: Yeah, so when we nade the original
application, we were already in negotiation for the
purchase of this yellow | and, Chairnan Stafford.

So there's no change fromthe original
application. W were building the solar plant and the
facilities here, and we were only planning to build sol ar
pl ant and facilities there, so there's been no change.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So the people who
woul d be interested in what was happening on that | and
are the sane people, whether it's the size you originally
said or the size that you're proposi ng now?

MR ELLIS: Correct. Yeah, the only difference
is the amount of the infrastructure that we woul d be
installing on the land that we're going to ultimately own
anyway.

CHWN STAFFORD: But any additional lines to tie
i n any hydrogen project, you' d have to get a separate CEC
| ater on; correct?

MR ELLIS: No. Well, I'll let M. Acken
address that.

MR ACKEN: No. W are requesting the authority
for all of the interconnection facilities that would be
necessary, which would include not just the project
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substation --
But that --

el ectrol yzer

MEMBER LI TTLE
CHWN STAFFORD
MEMBER LI TTLE

There. Thank you.

bet ween the rust col or

those little gray |lines?

peopl e t hat

MR ELLIS:

here currently.

I ndi vi dua

MEMBER LI TTLE

boundari es?

what's call ed a behind the neter

| andowners,
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and maybe you should flip to the next one.

i ne and t he

subst ati ons.

M . Chai r nan.

Yes, Menber Little.

Can we go back to the map?

The little square area that iIs

and the yell ow col or, what are al

Are those roads? Are there

live there?

There are no residences that are

This land is owned by a collection of

Commttee Menber Little.

So those are | andowner

MR ELLIS: Correct.

MR ACKEN. But there's no infrastructure in
t here.

MR ELLIS: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wiat is there? Just vacant
| and?

MR ELLIS: It's vacant | and.

MEMBER GRI NNELL.
CHWN STAFFORD
MEMBER GRI NNELL:

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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M . Chairnman?
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|'ma property owner in this area, | don't own | and just
for the sake of owning land. |s there any projected
devel opnent of this |and by any of the property owners

t hat has been discussed with this project, the peopl e of
this project?

MR ELLIS: | think there's a couple of answers
tothat. I'mgoing to let M. Lindenlaub address that
first in terns of our outreach to the county. Go ahead.

MR LI NDENLAUB: So we are unaware -- the county
did not make us aware of any potential devel opnment t hat
this project would be interfering wth.

MR ELLIS: In addition -- go ahead.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: When you say you're not
interfering with presently, but -- I"'mnot trying to be
antagonistic. I'mjust trying to clarify here, people
don't own | and just for sake of owning the | and.

VR. LI NDENLAUB: M. Ginnell, | think |I take
your point. But to our know edge, the owners of that
| and have not brought forth any devel opnent plans to the
county. So we are unaware currently.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Have you spoken with any of
t he owners of those properties regardi ng what you're
trying to acconplish and get their insight back,
communi cati on back and forth with these fol ks?

| guess what |'m concerned about, and |I'm

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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| ooki ng ahead here say this project takes three years
before it gets up and runni ng, just being hypothetical, I
decide | want to build a housing devel opnent right there.

Al'l of a sudden does that housing devel opnent
interfere with this project? O does this project
interfere with their ability to develop that | and down
t he road?

And if so, has there been conmuni cati on between
t he property owners and BrightNi ght regarding their
under st andi ng of what they're doing and what their
options may be or may not be limted to?

MR ELLIS: And so | can address that. So we
have obvi ously been in conmmunication with the | andowners
because they -- all of those | andowners have been
notified under all of the outreach that ny coll eague,

Ms. Sawchuk, identified previously.

W' re aware of precisely the concern and we
share the concern your -- the concern that you're raising
today. And so we are already prepared to purchase these
additional parcels of land fromthe | andowners that are
t here shoul d they be concerned about the plans that we
are nmaking here in their area and the effect that that
m ght have on them

CHWN STAFFORD: So |let nme hear that again. So
you're saying that the brown square surrounded by the

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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yellow and the red you're willing to buy that at sone
poi nt, you sai d?

MR ELLIS: Absolutely.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Al those property
owners have received notice of this proceedi ng, have they
not ?

MR ELLIS: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: None of them chose to neke
comment or intervene in this matter.

MR ELLIS: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you.

MR ELLIS: You bet.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Ginnell, do you have any
nore questions?

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Yeah, M. Chairnman, one
question here. |'ve got to take a business call for --
15 m nutes ago, are we going to be --

CHWN STAFFORD: | think it's a good tine to take
a break now. The court reporter has been going solid for
l'i ke an hour and 45 mnutes, | believe. So | think now
is the appropriate tine to take a ten-m nute break.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Can you give us 15 and |'11
get back here as soon as | can.

CHWN STAFFORD: 15 it is.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Thank you, sir.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN STAFFORD: We stand in recess.

(Recess from2:46 p.m to 3:05 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. W' re back on the
record. Quick clarifying question. Has Menber Gentl es
joined us? | don't see himon the video.

AV TECH MOELLER: He was in for a nonent.

CHWN STAFFORD: He was, but he's not at the
nonent .

AV TECH MOELLER: He's currently in but his
video is off.

CHWN STAFFORD: There he is. Wl cone.

M. Acken, you may conti nue.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

As we were discussing before the break, we're
tal ki ng about the requested changes to the corridor and
t he additional infrastructure.

And at this time I'd like you to turn
M. Ellis, to slides 96 and 97 of THSI-2 which sumrari ze

the simlarities and the additions that we're requesting.

MR ELLIS: Thank you. So off to the left,

direct your attention to the left and then we'll talk
about -- actually we'll talk about the picture on the
right. | can see everybody's nore interested in that
anyway.

So this is of another project that we did

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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sonething simlar on, and the project substation is

| ocated off in the left-hand corner, that's where the
power fromthe solar facility and this other project
woul d be stepped up to transm ssion voltage.

And this additional infrastructure that you hear
is atransmssion line is really what we're tal king
about. That is the nature of the change. There are
i ndi vi dual substations here within this additional
infrastructure that help to transformthe power locally
for the manufacturing facility.

But everything we've tal ked about and now
bringing your attention, so it's going to be the same
transm ssion line structures. W're going to have the
sane transm ssion |ine between the project substation and
t he swi tchyard.

That's still a mle and a half. 1t's unchanged.
It's still a 300-foot north-south gen-tie corridor that's
the sane. |It's still a 100-foot right-of-way wthin the
corridor. That's the sane. It's still the sane AEPCO
swtch yard. |It's still the sanme project substation.

What' s being requested is just this m nor
nodi fication, again on land that we're either going to
owmn or will own in the future in a pretty renote area.

And so that is the summary of the changes before
you t oday.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MEMBER HAMMY: M. Chairnman, could | get a --

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hamnay.

MEMBER HAMMY: -- of what "behind the neter”
actual |y nmeans?

MR ELLIS: Yeah --

MEMBER HAMMY: | nean, | know from ny hone what
t hat neans, but | don't know what that neans here.

MR ELLIS: Yeah. Thank you for the question.
And so if you -- if this is the project substation,
typically the -- | should say behind the project
substati on woul d probably be a better way of saying it.
In fact, | even noted that nmentally, I'mlike, I'm
probably using |like an industry term

For substations here, typically the neter often
will go at the substation. And so, but it's really this
additional transmssion line, little lateral run that we
woul d need to bring it to parts of the manufacturing
facility. That's what's intended there.

CHWN STAFFORD: How long is that |ine?

MR ELLIS: It's a half mle or | ess depending
on -- it could be a quarter mle or a half mle depending
how big that plant is, Chairman Stafford.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have anot her questi on.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MEMBER LI TTLE: And this is just out of
curiosity.

So all of the output fromthe solar systemwould
go to this plant? O -- well, if that were the case then
you woul dn't need the gen-tie.

So the project substation then would split so
that sone of it went over to the plant and sone went to
the gen-tie up to the AEPCO systenf

MR ELLIS: Yeah, that's a good --

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- or what electrically is going
t o happen?

MR ELLIS: That's a great question. So in
every case, the project is going to need power fromthe
grid, right? Because these hydrogen facilities run 24/7,
and so there always will be power comng fromthe grid at
night. And so we'll always be connected to the grid.

During the daytinme, depending on the ultinmate
configuration, in one configuration all of the solar
power is consuned locally, and it never exports to the
grid.

Sone of it depends, Menber Little, on the
rel ati onshi p between the size of the solar plant and the
manuf acturer's load. |If the load is always bigger than
the solar plant, then none of that solar plant out put
ever nakes it to the grid.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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And there's another configuration in which the
solar plant is oversized, and in sone cases it can be two
or three tines oversized, if you wll.

And in that case, if it's oversized there wll
be sone export to the grid, and sonetines the
manuf acturers of this product want to be able to produce
as much green energy as they consunme in the nanufacturing

of the hydrogen so that they can claima full carbon

of f set .

But sone of those details just really ultimately
are still worked out, but that's the short answer. It's
either going to get consuned locally or sone wll be

exported to the grid. But there's always going to be
power comng fromthe grid to the facility at night.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And you don't know the answer to
that question as far as the size of the solar facility
relative to the nitrogen facility or any of that yet?

MR ELLIS: That is correct. |In fact, sone of
those details are still being worked out at our Yuna
proj ect which was approved a nont h ago.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So in sone ways a project |ike
this is like Walmart putting in their own sol ar system
kind of like the ones that are on ny roof except --

MR ELLIS: That's exact -- that's a great
analogy. That's right. Yeah, Walmart puts on their own

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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solar systemto offset a portion of their use. But, you
know - -

MEMBER LI TTLE: But they still have to be
connected to the grid because they need power when
t hey --

MR ELLIS: Exactly. And even though we're
contenpl ating putting sone battery storage here, that
storage would typically only be two to four hours, maybe
six hours total duration, but it wouldn't necessarily
take a facility all the way through the nighttinme to the
next day.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR ELLIS: Thank you.

MR PALMER. M. Chairnman?

CHW STAFFORD:  Yes.

MR. PALMER:. Wen we | ooked at the hydrogen
project recently, | suspect this one, the one in Yuma.

MR ELLIS: That's correct.

MR. PALMER: And | realize the hydrogen
manuf acturing is not jurisdictional to us, but the
interconnection is. |In that case it was explained to us
t he hydrogen was fairly water-intensive and there was an
offset with agriculture water use on that | and.

Here this is no offset. And being fromeastern
Arizona, | will tell you that the use of ground water is
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www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LSC NO. 215 VOLUME | 02/27/2023 85

a hot topic and it's a hotly-contested topic in this
ar ea.

How do you see that and how do you see that
goi ng forward in production of hydrogen here?

MR ELLIS: Yeah, it's a good question. And I'm
going to answer the question in a nonent. | do want to
refresh a little bit that conversation from Yuma just to
bring it current, and then | want to answer your
questi on.

And so in the case of Yuma there was agriculture
t hat was happening there on the property that was each of
the quarter sections, circular pivots were based on a
1500-gal l on per m nute, which produced two mllion
gal l ons a day.

And the total water consunption for the proposed
hydr ogen pl ant was 200, you know, 120,000 to 200, 000
gallons a day, so it was a 99 percent reduction in the
wat er use for -- in Yunma.

And so now back to your question, so the annual
wat er consunption of a 30-ton hydrogen plant which coul d
be one of the configurations here would be in that
150, 000 to 200, 000 gall ons a day, which is probably
conservative on the high side.

We always look at that in relation to
agricultural. There's a lot of agriculture in this

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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val |l ey, and probably not quite as water-intensive, but
sonewhat simlarly water-intensive here.

And so we |look at this and we think this is an
excell ent farm ng opportunity that doesn't require near
t he anmount of water that traditional farm ng does. And
it brings high quality nmanufacturing and tax base to the
county.

And so these are the considerations that the
| ocal officials are going to consider when they grant us
t he special use permts, and we're aware of this concern
and the question will be do we bring enough benefits to
justify that anount of water use.

And we think we do but that's -- that's really
also for the local comunity to decide as we go through
that permtting process.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you.

MEMBER HAMAMY: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hamnay.

MEMBER HAMMAY: | think in Yuma, and | may be
wrong, but | remenber that about two-thirds of the power
t hat was generated by the solar plant went to create
hydrogen. So a third was avail abl e for other purchases.

Wul d you -- is that a good industry standard?
Am | wong? | nean, kind of clear ne up on that.
Because | do tal k about that to people that ask things
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and | want to be accurate.

MR ELLIS: Yeah. And so you had it generally
correct. So, | nean, there's really two -- I'Il talk
specifically about Yuma for a noment.

There's two configurations | think that are a
| i kely outcone. One of the outcones is that a sol ar
pl ant produces on an annual basis as nuch energy as the
hydr ogen pl ant consunes.

That's not on -- that's not on a realtine basis,
right? So because the sun shines you have to overproduce
the solar energy in the daytine to make up for the energy
that you use at night, but at the end of the day --

MEMBER HAMAAY: It's a net.

MR ELLIS -- it's kind of a net. That's one
out core.

| n anot her outcone we m ght end up designing the
pl ant so that no solar is ever exported, and in that case
it's about 50 percent would be consuned locally and the
ot her 50 percent of the energy would come fromthe grid,
and potentially other renewabl e resources on the grid may
be in a different | ocation.

| think that's a reasonabl e way of thinking
about it. Somewhere between 50 percent and 100 percent
of the solar energy would be -- 50 to 100 percent of the
energy that's created |locally, somewhere in that area,
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sonewhere in that region, is about equal to what the
hydr ogen pl ant woul d consune.

MEMBER HAMMY:  Ckay.

MR ELLIS: If |I'manswering your question.

MEMBER HAMMY:  You di d.

MR ELLIS: Ckay. Super.

CHWN STAFFORD: So you tal k about manufacturing
hydrogen. Wat would happen to it after it was
manuf actured? Wat is it going to be?

MR ELLIS: Yeah, it gets liquified.

CHWN STAFFORD: Pardon?

MR ELLIS: It gets liquified on site and then
trucked and transported just |ike we do oil and gas today
to where there's a denand.

BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Ellis, if you could, nmaybe now woul d be a
good tine to follow up on the discussion of the speci al
use permt. Menber Pal ner nentioned the water use. You
testified that that will be addressed in a special use
permt. Menber Hamnay asked or expressed sone concern
about the timng of special use permt.

So I'"'mgoing to start off by asking you why

haven't you applied for the special use permt at this

time?
A (M. EIlis) Yeah, so we typically pursue
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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permtting in parallel. For Box Canyon, for exanple,
sonetines the permtting regi mes, they have their own
time frane.

Just by way of context for Box Canyon we got our
l i ne system approval in March of 2022, and we received
Pi nal County approval for the -- we got nmgjor |and
amendnent in Decenber, but we didn't get our rezoning
until May.

So we actually got our rezoni ng authorization
fromPinal County for the solar plant in Muy.

I n Yuma, we got our line siting approval in
January. W got our special use permt in February of
this year. And so in that case we actually got the
special use permt. And we typically are working these
processes in parallel, so we've started to |ay the
groundwork for the special use permt.

|'ve already net with two of the three
supervisors here in -- | want to say Pinal County -- |I've
been mangling ny words -- Cochise County. Thank you.

We've already net with Cal eb Bl aschke fromthe
City of Wllcox. W've already -- |I've already net with
Robert Kirschmann and ot her nenmbers fromthe county
pl anni ng departnent to |lay the groundwork.

In fact, | have a neeting tonmorrow with one of
the large industrial custoners just as part of our

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LSC NO. 215 VOLUME | 02/27/2023 90

out r each.

And so we're already | aying the groundwork. W
do plan to go forward later this year, the permtting
regi nes have their own tine frame, and sonetines we get
t he special use permt followed by the line siting
approval, and sonetines it's reversed, and that's the
case here.

Q VWhat confi dence can you give this Commttee that
you're actually going to be able to attain that special
use permt in a tinely fashion?

A (M. Ellis) So based on the reception that
we' ve had and we've been told this is a very friendly
comunity, we've had nothing but a warm reception from
all the nenbers of the community that we've nmet wth.

So the confidence is high, the county has a good
track record of permtting these facilities in the past,
and we've been told that it's quite likely to happen in
our case.

And, again, there just really has not -- we
think we've -- part of the nane of the gane here is to be
really responsible in terns of where we put these
facilities, and we have a m ni nal biol ogical inpact, a
m ni mal i npact on, you know, neighbors, and | think as
you see with this pronmpt we've been really thoughtful
about where we're putting it to have a m ninal 1 npact and
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not be next to popul ation centers and those kinds of
things. And so, yes, the confidence is pretty high.

Q That's a great segue to you, M. Lindenl aub.
You testified earlier that the project would be
environnental |y conpatible, but that was before we
di scussed t he proposed change.

In light of the additional corridor and
additional infrastructure, does that affect your
conclusions with respect to the environnental
conpatibility of this project?

A (M. Lindenlaub) No, it does not. G ven the
nature of the project and the nodest changes that are
bei ng di scussed, again, along wth the surroundi ng | and
uses and nature of the resources, that concl usion has not
changed.

Q Thank you. And Ms. Sawchuk, you described the
public outreach and summari zed all of that what was done
for the project. 1'd like you to take a nonent or
several and talk to the Conmttee about the additi onal

outreach you did to notify the public of these proposed

updat es.
A (Ms. Sawchuk) Certainly. So in the left screen
here you can see a detailed list. First of all, 1'd |ike

to begin ny remarks with noting that because we have the
benefit of this being our third hearing and ny third
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canmpai gn in educating the community on these topics,
had a baseline for what | ooks |ike success.

In the case of Three Sisters, we were nonitoring
t he social nedi a engagenent closely. And while | saw a
hi gher than usual |evel of engagenent, people comrenti ng,
clicking, it didn't reach the sane saturation of audi ence
that | saw with our projects in Yuna and in Fl orence.

And so when it cane tine to decide how best to
comruni cate these changes, we chose to use direct nmail,

t he website, and a newspaper notice.

And so you can see exanples of those itens on
the right side of the page here where the key information
is called out for your review.

And then again on the |left screen here you see
sone of the website updates. The very top billing on
t hat page, when you visit that page even today is a
nessage calling out the recent changes. And then a
bull et point sunmmary.

O course, one of the things | neglected to
mention earlier was it's a strong preference of m ne and
one that 1've brought to BrightNight is to reduce the
barriers to public access, talking to any of one of us.

So if you were to visit any of your project
pages, you'll see M. Ellis' cell phone nunber, e-mail,
as well as ny contact information. So there's not --
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that information remained in place during this additional
period of notification.

Q So what are your overall conclusions regarding
t he public outreach process?

A (Ms. Sawchuk) My overall conclusions are that
there was no additional concern brought to our attention,
that we were able to swiftly and conprehensively inform
the public of these changes.

W were able to draw on our experience that
we' ve gai ned across the state to be especially effective
and i nformed in that manner.

And so | feel confident that we were able to
notify the public of the changes, and |I'm confident in ny
statenent in saying that there were no concerns brought
to our attention.

Q Thank you.

M. Ellis, 1'"d like you to tal k about the
benefits of the proposed changes in addition to the
benefits you tal ked about the project earlier.

A (M. EIlis) Yes. W think we have an excell ent
basel ine project, and we think that the changes that we
are proposing for additional approval are relatively
beni gn, particularly in relation to what we think the
opportunity affords.

This facilitates the potential devel opnent of a
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| arge scal e green hydrogen project, which, you know,
there's just a lot of interest in the state.

This would hel p position our state as an early
entrant into this technol ogy sector with real growth
potential. It would help bring 60 high quality
manuf acturing and other jobs to the county.

It would nore than doubl e the regional economc
uplift. It's in an area we think -- we know from based
on our siting studies is environnmentally responsi bl e.
It's not near any urban centers or community centers.

We just think it's been well sited and there's a
| ot of benefits to go along with the approval. And so
that's what we're seeking here today. And ny coll eague,
Ms. Sawchuk, is going to talk nore broadly.

Q Bef ore we cl ose things out, there's a cl eanup
want to do with you, M. Ellis, on the 10-year plan and
t he bi annual transm ssion assessnent.

A (M. Ellis) Sure.

Q Do you recall some questions from Menber Little

regardi ng the 10-year plan submttal in this matter?

A (M. Ellis) 1 do.

Q |'"d like to turn your attention, we're going to
show what's been -- what will be marked for
identification as THSI-6. And for the record, | wll

identify this. This is a Novenber 18, 2022, ACC Staff
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menor andum t hat serves as the draft copy of the 12th
bi annual transm ssion assessnent. Do you see that on the

screen before you?

A | do.
Q If we could turn to page 8 of that docunent.
The actual nunmber 8 to -- thank you. And one nore. 9, |

guess it is.

Do you see Three Sisters bn LLC |listed at the

top?
A | do.
Q And what does that indicate? Does that indicate

that the Three Sisters 10-year plan was submtted in

20227
A. (M. Ellis) It does.
Q And so it's your understanding that that was

eval uated, that Staff evaluated as part of their
assessnent ?
A (M. Ellis) That's ny understandi ng, yes.
Q Now, if he could go to IV.
CHWN STAFFORD: Could you scroll up one second.
One nore.
MR ACKEN. | think that's too far. Go back the
ot her way.
CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. | was trying to say
there's two col ums.
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MR ACKEN. Two col umms.

CHW STAFFORD: And | saw a Y and an N. So |
was trying to figure out which was which

MR ACKEN. For the record there's the nane of
the project and then two colums that are Y and N 2021
and 2022. So this accurately reflects that there was not
a 10-year plan submtted for this project in 2021. There
was, however, a 10-year plan submtted in 2022. And
that's refl ected on page 9.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you.

MR ACKEN. If we could go to --

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Yes, Menber Ginnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: In that 10-year plan, where is
this project in that process in the evaluation of the
10-year pl an?

MR ACKEN:. So it is part of the ACC s 10-year
pl an revi ew process, so, renenber, and |'ve spoken to
this to the Commttee before, 10-year plans are submtted
In a separate docket.

It is a preapplication prerequisite, but it is
not sonething that's actually filed on this docket. It's
in a separate planning docket and it is in that 10-year
pl anni ng docket.

And so that's where the 10-year plan was
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submtted. The docunent that we're show ng on the screen
that's been marked as THSI-6 is Staff's draft assessnent
whi ch i ncorporates that submttal.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: It's hard to read.

MR ACKEN. Maybe we can blow it up. | realize
on your conputer screens it may be small. Let's go to
page -- yes, thank you. Make sure |I've got ny references
correct here. |Is that page 4? 1V? Let's actually go to
t he next page, page 5.

So, I'"'msorry, you were right, where it says
"Conclusions.” M. Ellis, can you read that paragraph
under "Conclusions,” or at least the first couple
sent ences.

MR ELLIS: That starts with "the information"?
BY MR ACKEN

Q Yes, pl ease.

A (M. Ellis) "The information provided by the
utilities and other transm ssion devel opers for the 12th
BTA was conprehensi ve and responsive to the statutory and
Comm ssi on-ordered requirenents. The information
provi ded was used to devel op the conclusions of the 12th
BTA where applicable. The conclusions were organized to
answer the four key policy questions descri bed above.™

Q It's your understanding when it refers to
information provided by utility and other transm ssion
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devel opers, that that includes the 10-year plan submtted

by Three Sisters THSI bn?

A It's consistent with ny understandi ng, yes.
Q And then on the next page, if we could go where
it says "Adequacy." The follow ng page. |If you could

read that first paragraph.

A (M. ElIlis) "The adequacy of the transm ssion
systemto reliably serve load is central to the BTA
process. Based upon the technical study work exam ned by
Staff and ESTA, the existing and proposed transni ssion
system neets the | oad-serving requirenments of Arizona in
a reliable manner for the 2022-2031 tine frane."

Q Thank you, M. Ellis. 1'Il stop there.

Menber Little, | did want to be responsive to
your question, and so before | shift gears, if you have

any follow up, happy to answer those now.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | appreciate that. | was not
aware of -- | nean, | wasn't sure whether or not this
project was included in the BTA. I'mvery famliar wth

the BTA and that reassured ne. Thank you.

MR ACKEN. Ckay. Thank you. Thank you for
t hat .

MEMBER HAMAMY: May | ask a question,
M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hamnay.
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MEMBER HAMMY: Ckay. So we're currently
considering legislation to exclude lines that are under a
mle. Do they still have to file a BTA?

MR ACKEN. That's a great question, and it
depends on how the statute is revised, but --

MEMBER HAMMY: But today it doesn't require it,

the way it's witten, | bet. | don't know.
MR. ACKEN. | would suspect that's right.
Because it's in the -- it only applies to entities that

are planning to file an application for a CEC, and if so,
if you are no |l onger planning to file a CEC application
or not, and that's what the trigger is for the 10-year
plan submttal, then you're correct, you would not have
an obligation to do so.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Which would -- is a potenti al
issue in that it would al so nean that the BTA woul d not
consi der the generation projects that it currently
consi ders because of the gen-ties that it is aware of In
a 10-year plant.

MR, ACKEN. | would agree wth that froma | ega
standpoint. Cbviously this body is nore famliar wth
the legislation than | am There is -- as |I'msure

you're aware, there are ways to nanage that.

Because they are separate dockets, | nean, one
option would be to still require a 10-year plan filing
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regardl ess of whether a CEC application is required.

MR ACKEN:. So | think -- |I'm hopeful we've
addressed the Conmmttee's questions that we've heard so
far. 1'd like at this time this panel to provide sone
concl udi ng t hought about the project and role in Arizona
at this tine. Thank you.

MS. SAWCHUK: Thank you. |'mexcited to share
this iteration of informati on because it represents,
agai n, a conprehensive review of the work that we're
doi ng across the state.

But first I'd |like to highlight sone of the
direct inpacts that this project would have in Cochise
County. And kick that off with underscoring an inportant
partnership that we've established with Liberty Wldlife.
And hopefully you all have had exposure to this
i npressi ve group.

They are a conservation non-profit that have
worked with every single significant power producer in
the state of Arizona. And follow ng our conversation
with the Arizona Fish and Gane -- Fish and Wldlife, we
reached out to Liberty Wldlife and tal ked to them about
the work that they do.

They specialize in habitat restoration, wildlife
habi t at enhancenent and conservati on education. And not
only will we be supporting their work, we'll be
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supporting their work over the life of the project.

And we woul d establish that in really two ways.
As a function of the ongoi ng operations and mai nt enance
of the project. So to be on call. But also to be on
call to support anything that is going on uni que to our
project but also to reinforce the work that they're doing
across the state.

We're also in early conversations with themto
fund a specific research project. They were very excited
to be able to think about what that m ght be and not to
be asked to focus on sonething specific.

And so nyself and ny coll eagues and | wll be
working with themto establish what that research project
m ght entail. Again, the cl ean power produced here is
significant. It's equal to 70,000 hones' worth of
electricity over the course of a year.

And we've al so tal ked extensively about the
econom c investnent. But on a -- on a statew de |eve
the three projects that we have cone before you on
represent one gigawatt of cl ean, renewabl e power.

That is an inpressive commtnent, this kind of
energy | eadership, and as we've seen here on this project
and in the case of Yuma, it is attracting big industry.

So while the infrastructure, one of those
benefits is passive, and we often hear about the
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construction jobs being tenporary, this infrastructure is
critical inthat it attracts those |ong-termjobs.

So we're very proud of that work. W' ve tal ked
about the offset there of two mllion netric tons of
carbon renoved fromthe environnment.

And of course those are big ticket itens. |
really want to underscore the inportance of |ocal work.
We're working in Pinal County to establish a schol arship
over the life of the project.

And during that conversation, we al so determ ned
that we would like to formally facilitate m ddl e school
and hi gh school class trips, sonething |I've hosted before
in nmy career. And nake sure that those young students
are seeing what this infrastructure | ooks |ike and going
back to the dinner table and tal king about it with
par ent s.

As | nentioned at the very begi nning of our
remar ks today, our goal is not to succeed on one project,
it is to educate and increase confort with this type of
t echnol ogy going forward for a long tine.

And so anot her exanple of those hyper | ocal
i nstances of partnership would be our work with the
Nati ve Gardening G oup. O wutilizing snmall businesses in
sone of the work that we're doing to host events or even
cat er today.
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So |l think -- I'mvery proud to underscore that
type of work. | think it's exceptional. | think we're
raising the bar for what it neans to be a good | ocal
partner. And |I'm happy to address questions about that
wor K.

But | wanted to close wwth the sort of |ocal and
big statew de i npact that Bri ght Ni ght has brought to you
all.

MR ACKEN:. So thank you, M. Chairman, nenbers
of the Commttee. That conpletes our direct case. |
woul d offer Exhibits THSI-1 through 6. If you' d |ike ne
to go over themfor the record, | can.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, pl ease.

MR. ACKEN. So Exhibit 1 is the application
itself.

THSI -2 are the slide decks that we presented in
t he hearing today, both the left and right screen.

THSI -3 is the ACC Staff letter that M. Ellis
di scussed.

THSI -4 and 5 are public notice, both the second
notification and the sign posting that M. Lindenlaub and
Ms. Sawchuk di scussed.

Then THSI -6 would be that Staff draft BTA
docunent .

CHWN STAFFORD: Those exhibits are adm tted.
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(THSI Exhibits 1 through 6 admtted.)

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Wth that, | think
we woul d discuss the need for a tour on this project.
What is the will of the Commttee?

Do ny fell ow nenbers have any thoughts on
whet her a tour would be required? |I|I'minclined that the
virtual tour was adequate given the renoteness and | ack

of surroundi ng anyt hi ng.

MEMBER HAMMY: | agree, M. Chairman, for
nysel f.

MEMBER PALMER: | concur as well .

MEMBER DRAGO  Concur

CHWN STAFFORD: Menbers Little, Gentles, and
Ginnell, do you have any thoughts on whether a tour is

necessary?
MEMBER GENTLES: This is Menber Gentl es. [

don't think a tour is necessary.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, I'mcertainly not
interested. It's supposed to snow again tonorrow.
MEMBER GRI NNELL: |' m not.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, do we need to take a vote

or just we decide not to take a tour?

MEMBER PALMER. | will nove we dispense with the
tour.
MEMBER HAMMY:  Second.
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CHW STAFFCRD: Al in favor.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN STAFFORD:. All opposed?

The ayes have it. There will be no tour.

Do ny fell ow Conm ttee nenbers have any
addi ti onal questions for the applicant?

MEMBER FRENCH: M. Chairnman, | would like to
bring up sonmething along the |ines of what Menber Pal ner
was di scussi ng about the water use for the hydrogen
facility. And | would like to discuss with the Commttee
the possibility of a condition within this CEC

Hi storically in the past for power generating
facilities outside of the active nanagenent areas within
the state and the irrigation non-expansi on areas, there
have been added conditions that the power production
facility would report their water usage on annual basis
to the departnment of water resources for a duration of
time that we decide, whether that be a lifetine of the
project, five years, ten years, what have you

So | would like to propose that possibility to
the Commttee and then also open it up to the w tness
testi nony on whether their opinion is if their partner
woul d be willing to report their water usage.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Acken, which w tness woul d
you like to respond to that? O do you have sonet hi ng?
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MR ACKEN:. | wll direct that to M. Ellis. |
appreci ate the caveat -- or the sentinment added by Menber
French at the end, in the recognition that the hydrogen
plant will have a third-party operator, right?

And so anything that -- we can't conmmt the
third-party to do it. Al we can do is ask, right? So
|'d nake that a caveat.

And then of course the | awer and the

jurisdictional concern in ny mnd, | have concerns about
doi ng that here because it's not jurisdictional. Wth
that said, | understand the departnment's interest in it

and it nakes sense why you'd be interested in it.

So setting aside ny jurisdictional concern, |
would like M. Ellis to provide his perspective on it.

MR ELLIS: Yeah, |I'mnot certain how
confidential sone of this is regarded by these third
parties. It certainly seens |ike a reasonable ask to ne.
So | would be very confortable making that request to the
third party for sure to have reporting before the
departnent of water resources.

MEMBER FRENCH: Thank you.

MR ELLIS: Seens reasonable to ne.

MEMBER GENTLES: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFCRD: Yes, Menber Centl es.

MEMBER GENTLES: Just follow ng up on that sane
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conversation, given the significant interest in water
usage, | think that's sonething that the public would be
very interested in know ng and understandi ng on all of

t hese projects.

MR ACKEN:. Understood. | would ask, we can
take it as honmework tonight to draft a condition for the
Commttee's consideration consistent with the testinony
of M. Ellis and the Commttee's desire. And be prepared
to present that tonorrow norning.

MEMBER FRENCH: Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Along those lines, | would |ike
to suggest that the Commttee al so consider a couple of
ot her conditions.

| think we all recognize that these CEC
applications are comng fairly early in the planning
process and they're com ng hot and heavy. And | know, |
do not nean to cast any aspersions on any of the
appl i cants.

However, we've heard an awful lot of "we're in
conversation with." "W have confidence that this wl|l
happen."” "W are sure that we can get this."

And | think that | personally feel that | would
not be doing ny -- | would not be living up to ny
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responsibilities to the public if there was not sonething
in the CECitself that just required the applicant to
follow a couple of things that they have said that they
are working wth.

And one of those is on page 5 of Exhibit B,
which is the Cultural Resources Assessnent. There's a
recommendati on there that the pipeline -- they identify a
pi peline and an archaeol ogical site. And it was
recommended that the project be designed so that both the
pi pel i ne and that archaeol ogi cal site be avoi ded.

And so | would like to see a condition like that
al so added.

And then going back to the Fish and Gane | etter,
and this one |'mnot even sure exactly how it would be
wor ded, because sone of the issues that were presented in
that letter you guys have indicated -- or the applicant
has i ndi cated have been addressed to the satisfaction of
Fish and Gane.

| don't know if we could cone up wth sonething
that requires that the applicant have a letter from Fi sh
and Gane indicating that the applicant has agreed to neet
the mtigation neasures suggested by Fish and Gane. |
don't know.

M. Acken, perhaps you can think of sone
| anguage al ong those |1 nes.
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MR. ACKEN:. Thank you. Let us chew on that one
tonight. M initial thought is |I'mloathe to have a
condition that requires ne to get Gane and Fish to do
sonmet hing that they may or nay not be willing to do. But
| understand the --

MEMBER LI TTLE: That makes sense.

MR ACKEN:. | understand the concern. So let us
take that as an action itemto see if we can propose
somet hi ng that addresses the issue and we'll be prepared
for that tonorrow norning.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you very nuch.

MEMBER CGENTLES: M. Chairnman?

CHWN STAFFCRD: Yes, Menber Gentl es.

MEMBER GENTLES: May | give M. Acken sonet hi ng
el se to chew on? | know he's got a lot on his plate to
chew on toni ght.

CHWN STAFFCORD: Absol utely.

MEMBER GENTLES: |'mglad Menber Little brought
up kind of closing the | oop on sone of these things where
you have sone vague | anguage.

And |'ve been thinking about sone of that
| anguage that we've had over the last -- we've had that
| anguage in a nunber of our cases, right?

One that cones to point, | can't renmenber the
case but | think it was down in Marana sonepl ace where
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there's a heavily contested -- what would | say --
negoti ati on between two parties that they would negotiate
in, quote, good faith.

| can't renenber exactly. Bert, you probably
renenber what it is. But, you know, once that CEC is
filed and they get approval, no -- at least | don't ever
see any resolution or update on what has occurred unl ess
it's being published on the applicant's website, the
proj ect website.

And that's one of the reasons why | asked sone
time ago how | ong does that website stay up and its
usage. So it's ny hope that as we cone across these
vague | anguages or things that are yet to be determ ned,
that there's sonme nmechanismthat goes into the record,
whether it's on the website or otherw se an updated FAQ
| know Mari beth understands the | anguage, so perhaps
that's sonething we can look into as wel|.

MR, ACKEN. Menber GCentles, appreciate that.
And one thing I'"Il note is we do have the annual -- every
applicant does the self-certification requirenent. And
those get filed in the ACC docket.

And if you ever had a chance to | ook at those,
not all applicants do it the sanme way, but the fol ks |
work with are very detailed in those responses. And it
says over the past course of the year, here's everything
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we' ve done.

So, for exanple, we've got Condition 1, | think
is always you're going to conply with all federal, state
and | ocal requirenents. So this question about are you
going to get a special use permt?

Well, we're going to self-certify where we stand
on that. Because it's necessary for the solar project.
So that's going to be addressed. So that's always in the
Comm ssi on docket.

As far as |eaving up project websites, let nme
talk to the BrightNight team |'ve known sone ot her
applicants are concerned about hosting in perpetuity,
things |ike that, and making sure it's accurate.

And if you had both the project website and the
Comm ssi on docket and maki ng sure they're consistent.
Frankly, | rely on the Comm ssion docket because it is
good.

But | et us take that and see what we can do
here. But | do want this Commttee to know and you to
take confort that that information is avail able and the
self-certifications are taken seriously by the applicants
in a robust nmanner to true check what we say we're going
to do.

MEMBER GENTLES: So if that's the case,

M. Acken, and Menber Little, would the requirenent for
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anot her condition be needed here? | think addressing
Menber Little's concern about vagueness of sone of the
| anguage.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | guess that's a good question.
Because sone of those conditions are very broad.

In my mnd, ny concernis that AL D, F and G
brought these concerns to light in a letter that is in
t he application.

And all we have is the applicant's assurance
that they' re talking to the -- and | would like to know
what gets filed at the Conmm ssion.

All the applicant is required to file at the
Comm ssion is to address all of the conditions. So if
there is a condition that says sonethi ng about addressing
t hose concerns, then the applicant has to file sonething
wth the Conm ssion that said that they have addressed
them And | would like to see that since it was
specifically brought up in the application.

MR ACKEN:. Under st ood.

MEMBER GENTLES: | think it's a valid point.

CHWN STAFFORD: Any further questions fromthe
nmenbers? You' ve presented your entire case in chief,
then, so | guess we're ready to break until the public
comment t hen.

MR ACKEN:. M. Chairman, | believe so at this
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time. | may want to do a brief closing, but |I think I'd
like to reserve that until tonorrow, see what we hear
tonight, if any, on public coment, and that gives us an
opportunity to take sonme of these itens and deal wth
themat that tine.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Well, then, anything
further fromthe Commttee? Then we'll stand in recess
until tomorrow norning at nine a.m -- oh, wait.

MR, ACKEN: 5: 30.

CHWN STAFFORD: Well, it's a public -- is that a
separate noticing or is that part of the nanme proceedi ng?

MR ACKEN: | believe it's still the sane
pr oceedi ng.

CHWN STAFFORD: Is it the sanme? Al right. So

then we'll stand in recess until 5:30, at which tine
we'll reconvene to take public coment. W're in recess.
Thank you.

(Recess from3:51 p.m to 5:31 p.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Now is the tinme set for public
hearing in the line siting case 215. Signed up to speak
first 1 have Curtis Nol an.

Curtis Nol an, you're up.

MR NOLAN. Menbers of the system and all who
are gathered here, I'"'ma local resident. | was here just
to watch the process and understand it.
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| ama famly man that lives north of town and
not really in the area where this is going to happen.
But | really literally canme to just hear the process and
see what was goi ng on

| wasn't here earlier. This isn't inportant,
but just so you know it and | think sone of the folks
here know I'mon the Sul fur Springs Electric board of
directors, and so |'m a nenber of the board there.

And so that's why it caught ny interest, and |
just cane to listen to the process and see what's goi ng
on, so thank you for allowing ne to be here.

| didn't realize | signed up to nake a comment.
| have no idea where you found ny nane, but here I am
So thanks a |l ot.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Next up is WIIliam
Ri ggs.

MR RIGSES: Hello again. | didn't know | signed
up to speak either. | just cane to get educated. Local
rancher, | andowner and a contractor. Just cone to see
what's going on and what their programis and what they
have to offer

CHWN STAFFCORD: Thank you.

Next up is Frank Shelton.

MR, SHELTON. | thought | was signhing up to get
on anmiling list. | have no conmment.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Thank you, sir. And
Mar shal | Goodw n.

MR GOODWN: |'mthe sane way. Just signing

CHWN STAFFORD: Ckay. Thank you. | understand
we have sone callers on the phone to nake conment.

AV TECH MCELLER: M. Chairman, we have John Cay
is our first speaker from Zoom

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. M. Cay, can you
pl ease spell your nane for the record? Hello, M. Cay,
can you hear ne?

MR QAKES: | think you mght be talking to ne.
This is M. Cakes. Sonehow we're mxed up in this.

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. Can you please state your
nane and spell your |ast name for the court reporter.

MR OQAKES: Yes, Tommy QGakes, O A-K-E-S.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Pl ease proceed.

MR, QAKES: Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do you have comments to nake,
sir?

MR OQAKES: Oh, I'msorry, | didn't know you
were waiting on me. M apol ogies. Yes, | do.

Sorry about that. Nobody said anything. Okay.

Yeah, | own |land that is proposed, at |east one
of them substations is going to be right on top of ny

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LSC NO. 215 VOLUME | 02/27/2023 116

property goi ng horizontally.
And | was wondering who -- | have two questi ons.

WIIl that be like a typical substation for a power

conpany, or would it be the substation for the -- the --
what am | |ooking for here? -- the solar side of it? On
your rmap.

CHWN STAFFORD: This is tinme for public coment,
not for us to answer questions, sir.

MR OQAKES: |I'msorry. |I'msorry. M public
comment is that | have no problemw th the power going
down to ny property and, et cetera, right to the |line.
And so | just wanted to know, |'ve already convinced
nysel f by reading that there's no danger fromthe power
conmpany as far as encroaching on ny property. So that's
it. That's it -- that's it in a nutshell.

CHWN STAFFORD: So you're in support of the
proj ect as proposed?

MR QAKES: | amin support of the project as
pr oposed.

MR ACKEN. M. Chairman, if | nmay.

CHWN STAFFORD: M. Acken.

MR ACKEN. [|If he has a couple of questions, |I'm
happy to have our team address those offline. But so |
want to ask the public comenter if M. Ellis could give
himhis information or direct himto the website where he
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can get in contact wwth M. Ellis and those two can speak
directly and address those questi ons.

MR OAKES: kay. Thank you very nuch. 1I'd
appreciate that, you should have ny phone nunber or
somewhere if you need to contact ne.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Excuse ne. Do the AV people, do
you have his contact infornmation?

MR ELLIS: | can provide it right now.

MR QAKES: Is it first name Ron?

CHWN STAFFORD: Beg your pardon?

MR QAKES: What's his first nanme? The
gentleman |'d be in contact, M. EIlis.

MR, ACKEN: Erik Ellis.

MR QOAKES: FErik, no, | don't have his -- if
sonebody can sonmehow get to ne, |'d appreciate it so
can talk to himabout the other thing.

MR ACKEN. W'Ill see if we can drop it in the
Zoomor if you could put that in the Zoom | don't want
you to give your information publicly in this forum

MR. QAKES: | understand, sir, okay. That makes
sense, but I'mdefinitely pro project that's going on.

MR ACKEN. Ckay.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Thank you. And the

applicant will follow up with you offline, then. Thank
you, Sir.
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MR, QAKES: Ckay. You're welcone, sir, thank
you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Do we have nore public
commenters on the |line?

AV TECH MOELLER: M. Chairman, we still have
soneone naned John Cay on line, but they did not respond
the last tine and their video is currently off.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. Well, we'll again
attenpt to allow M. John Cay to nmake public comment at
this tinme. M. Cay, can you hear us?

He's the only other commenter that we have?

AV TECH MCELLER: M. Chairman, that is the only
ot her comenter that we have, and his mc remains off.

O their mc remains off.

M. Chairman, at this tine there are no other
virtual attendees or participants.

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Last call for
M. John Cay for public comment. M. John Cay.

|t appears he's changed his m nd and does not
W sh to speak

Does that conclude all the comenters we have?

Wel |, that concludes our public comment session for this
matter. We will recess until tonorrow norning at
nine a.m

Anything further fromthe commttee before I --
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(The hearing recessed at 5:
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI CCOPA )

BE | T KNOMNN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
t aken before me; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by ne in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of the
parties hereto nor aml in any way interested in the
out cone her eof .

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJIA 7-206(J)(1)(9) (1) and (2).

Dat ed at Phoeni x, Arizona, March 1, 2023.

JENNI FER HONN, RPR

Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50885

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC, has
complied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACIA 7-206(J)(L)( R

Y

e s

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Arizona Regi stered Firm
No. R1035
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